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We confuse biblical love with superficial niceness. 
Admonishment is among the “one another” commands (Rom 15:14; Col 3:16). 
 
I. What is admonishment? 
II. Why should we admonish? 
III. How should we admonish? 
 
 
I. What is admonishment? 
warn/admonish/instruct: to put into the mind 
Put admonishment on a platter; deliver it with a white glove. 
     
Not condemnation, but a clarion call for your Christlikeness in a specific area. 
 

 
II. Why should we admonish? 
 
– purpose of the Word 
 

 2 Timothy 3:16–17 exemplifies the full training process of a man of God: 
 – Teaching lays the foundation of truth. 
 – Reproof exposes where we go astray from the truth. 
 – Correction points the way back to the truth. 
 – Training equips us to walk in obedience to the truth. 

 
– motivated by 
 
 
– why we don’t do it 
 
 
– why we don’t receive it 
 
Prov 25:11–12 
Prov 9:7–9 
Prov 15:31–32 
 
 
– the result when admonishment is lacking 



III. How should we admonish? 
 
the necessity: 
Luke 17:3 
 

Jay Adams reminded that when we rebuke, we must do it in love: “The one raising 
the issue must be prepared (have a mind set) to hear new evidence, and must show a 
willingness to give his brother the benefit of any doubt. In effect, he says, ‘Here are 
the data that I have; now let me hear your side of the story.’”1 
 

the nature: 
Lev 19:17 
 
the manner: 
Looking to yourself (Gal 6:1–2) 
 
– With proper motives, gentleness and purity after self-examination 
 
Which kind of person? 
1 Thess 5:14 
 

Don’t let their assessment of you dissuade you or confuse you: “You’re just judging 
me.” “You’re just self-righteous.” Calling people judgmental is like a pseudo-Christian 
form of bullying. 

 
Which approach? 
(Jesus with Samaritan woman at the well, Nicodemus, Pharisees, Peter, etc.) 
 
See James 5:19–20. 

                                                 
1 A Theology of Christian Counseling: More Than Redemption (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R, 1979; reprint, Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 1986), 227. 
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