
Work with the Word to 
Enter His Rest 

(Hebrews 4:11-13)



“that rest” = God’s Rest

God’s Rest Refers to the Original State of  
Creation for Man:
1. Rest from Labor in the Land 

(Agricultural Productivity)
2. Rest from Enemies in the Land 

(National Security)
3. Rest of  God in the Land              

(Divine Presence)



Hebrews 4:11-13

Be Diligent (11):
1. Why? For what purpose?

1. To Enter Rest (11b)
2. To Escape Unbelief  (11c)

2. How? On what basis is this diligence 
possible? (12-13)
1. Because of  His Word (12)
2. Because of  His Judgment (13)



Hebrews 4:12

Because His Word is…
1. Living (Jn. 6:63; 1 Pt. 1:23)
2. Effective [Active] (1 Th. 2:13; Jam. 

1:18 vs. 21)
3. More Powerful [Sharper] (Num. 

11:23; Heb. 1:3)
4. Exposing [Piercing] (Ps 19:11-14)
5. Discerning [Able to Judge] (Jn. 12:48)



Martin Luther

“I will preach [the word], teach it, write it, but I 
will constrain no man by force, for faith must 
come freely without compulsion.  Take myself  as 
an example.  I opposed indulgences and all the 
papists, but never with force.  I simply taught, 
preached, and wrote God’s word; otherwise I did 
nothing.  



Martin Luther

“And while I slept, or drank Wittenberg beer 
with my friends Philipp [Melanchthon] and 
Amsdorf, the word so greatly weakened the 
papacy that no prince or emperor ever inflicted 
such losses upon it. I did nothing; the word did 
everything.  Had I desired to foment trouble, I 
could have brought great bloodshed upon 
Germany; indeed, I could have started such a 
game that even the emperor would not have 
been safe.  



Martin Luther

“But what would it have been?  Mere fool’s play.  
I did nothing; I let the word do its work.  What 
do you suppose is Satan’s thought when one tries 
to do the thing by kicking up a row?  He sits 
back in hell and thinks: Oh, what a fine game the 
poor fools are up to now!  But when we spread 
the word alone and let it alone do the work, that 
distresses him.  For it is almighty and takes 
captive the hearts, and when the hearts are 
captured the work will fall of  itself.”
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