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I.  Introduction 
 

Throughout the Old Testament, God reveals that jealousy is a fundamental 
characteristic of who He is:  

 

§ Exodus 20:5:  
 

§ Exodus 34:14:  
 

§ Deuteronomy 4:24:  
 

§ Deuteronomy 5:9:  
 

§ Deuteronomy 6:15: 
 

§ Joshua 24:19: 
 

§ Nahum 1:2:  
 
II. The Meaning of “Jealousy”  
 

Understanding the jealousy of God begins with looking at the Hebrew and Greek 
words translated “jealous” or “jealousy” in Scripture: 

 

A.  The Hebrew Word in the OT 
 

§ Has the basic idea of being ____________ or ______________ 
 

§ Is used both ______________ and ______________ in different contexts, 
communicating various concepts such as zeal, fervor, anger, passion, 
devotion, and envy 

 

§ When used of ____________ jealousy, refers to someone who is:  
 

Ø righteously zealous in his devotion to Yahweh  
Ø lovingly jealous over the unfaithfulness of his wife, or 
Ø sinfully envious of the good or well-being of another person 

 

§ Summary: “The various [uses of the word] share the notion of an in-
tense, energetic state of mind, urging towards action” (NIDOTTE, 3:938). 

 
B.  The Greek Word in the NT 

 

§ Is very ____________ to its Hebrew counterpart, except it almost 
always refers to human zeal/jealousy (rather than divine) 
 

§ Is used _______________ of an intense interest or dedication that leads 
someone to be zealously devoted to something (either good or bad) 

 

§ Is used _______________ of a sinful jealousy marked by envy and strife 



III. The Definition of God’s Jealousy 
 

The righteous _________ of the one true God to ____________ the rightful honor 
of His name, which manifests itself in (a) the divine mandate that He alone be 
worshiped and (b) the divine response of wrath to the worship of other gods 

 

 A.  Its Relationship to His Love 
 
 
 B.  Its Relationship to His Wrath  
 

 
IV.  The Object of God’s Zeal / Jealousy 
 

Scripture teaches that because God is zealous for the holiness of His name, He is 
jealous for the exclusive allegiance of His people.  

 

 A.  The Holiness of His Name 
 

§ Ezekiel 39:25:  
 

§ Isaiah 42:8:  
 

§ Isaiah 48:11:  
 
 B. The Allegiance of His People 
 

In the OT, Yahweh is portrayed as Israel’s husband who is jealously 
protective of the exclusive devotion of his bride, and for this reason His 
jealousy is provoked by her covenant unfaithfulness (i.e., her spiritual 
adultery in which she worships other gods). 

 

§ Exodus 20:5:  
 

§ Exodus 34:14:  
 

§ Deuteronomy 4:23-24:  
 

§ Deuteronomy 5:9:  
 

§ Deuteronomy 6:14-15a: 
 
V.  The Implications of God’s Jealousy 
 

Ø God is zealous for the ______________ of His own glory. 
 

Ø God is jealous for the ____________ _____________ of His people. 
 

Ø Therefore: We must be _______________ in our devotion to Jesus (2 Co 11:2-3)! 


