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Speaker: My question is about lingering under truth and the danger of not responding 

when you’re sitting under lots of truth.  

And the second is, and I’m not even sure how to ask it yet, but I’ll think about it for a 

second, but it’s going to be about if you haven’t had a stable home life growing up, and you 

assimilate into a church with strong leadership, particularly ladies that didn’t have fatherly 

influences to help them, how young ladies can learn to respond to good, strong leadership and 

grow in their convictions about how to live in light of what they know God’s design is for their 

life. So those are my two things I want to talk about for a second.  

Jerry Wragg (JW): So, the first one is the danger of lingering under the truth.  

Speaker: Let me frame it up like a counseling question, OK? How about that? 

JW: Yeah.  

Speaker: So, if I came to you, like I’ve done a few times, and said, “I’ve got this friend 

who sits under strong teaching. They’re at a church somewhere, they hear lots of the Word, but 

they are just lingering under strong Bible teaching without responding and thinking about how to 

go obey those truths. You’ve talked to them, but they’re not listening well. Where do you take 

them to try and—only the Spirit of God can ultimately wake them up, but the agency He uses is 

His Word—where do you take them, and how do you help them identify their problem when 

they’re lingering?  

JW: Yeah, that’s a great question and a huge issue, obviously, in a group like this and, I 

might even add, in a church like this, where you’re going to be hearing truth all the time. One of 

the reasons that that is a grace in your life is because truth falls on hard times when churches 

don’t have courage to speak it, merely because people don’t want to hear it, and they’ll come to 

church, and they’ll play the game, but they won’t listen to the truth.  

How to help someone identify that is you can’t really dance around that issue because 

their soul is in peril, and so you have to go for the jugular. So, to help them identify what the 

issue is, you want to get away from all the things they want to make it into: Well, I’m just getting 

used to it, or You know, I heard this all my life growing up, and it’s just familiar to me, or 

whatever the issue is. I’m not really sure I want to commit. Whatever their particular excuse is, 
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you have to wipe all that off the table and go to how the Bible describes a person who lingers 

under the truth but doesn’t do anything with it.  

You hear us around here talk about the fact that every sin at its core is one particular 

problem and that is unbelief. Unbelief. What is unbelief? Well, it was the first sin. God told 

Adam and Eve, “I’ve made you, I’ve loved you. We have a communion, a relationship, and 

here’s what I want you to do. I want you to cultivate this place I’ve given you. It’s going to 

flourish. It’s going to just be explosive. We’re going to have this wonderful communion. I do 

have a particular command for you though.”  

Which was, by the way, very odd that He would give a command to those who already 

loved Him perfectly and innocently without sin. I mean, you think about that, don’t you? We 

sometimes get in this confusion between law and grace, and yet there was a law given to two 

people who innocently and perfectly loved their heavenly Father—without any sin and yet a law 

was given. That tells you that human beings by nature are dependent upon God. They are 

beholden to Him. They are accountable to Him by virtue of being His creatures. Don’t ever 

imagine you’re ever out from underneath your obligation to the Creator or ever out from 

underneath the law of God. Never. Even in Christ. You’re bound to Christ, who is the fulfillment 

of the law and anything He says goes, from tip to stern in the Scriptures.  

But it’s also true that when you look at the original sin, that was the problem. God said, 

“I give you a prohibition. Don’t do this. Everything else you can do, but don’t eat from this tree.” 

And when they pressed through that barrier, they were basically saying to God, “We don’t 

believe You. We don’t believe You are who You say You are. We don’t believe that Your 

revelation is true and authoritative.”  

We could say it this way. They said in their hearts, “We don’t believe that You have the 

sovereign role in our life, the sovereign reign over our life, the lordship over our life. We also 

don’t believe You can define morality; we get to define morality and its consequences.” When 

God said, “I don’t want you to press through that barrier,” it was unbelief that drove them to 

press through that barrier. So that becomes the plague of all of us—unbelief.  

Turn for a moment to Hebrews 3 and 4. This will just sort of solidify it for us as we 

answer this first question, and then you’ll have a passage you can go to. By the way, the book of 
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Hebrews, if you want to understand it, is all about the superiority of Christ over everything else 

from the old covenant, but particularly, the superiority of the new covenant, and yet woven in to 

the book of Hebrews are five warning texts. And this is the first one in Hebrews 3. It is a stern 

warning about this very issue of sitting under the truth over and over again and yet in your heart 

saying “God, you don’t have a right to rule over me. You don’t have a right to dictate morality 

for me. You don’t have a right to tell me what the consequences are going to be if I try to be 

autonomous.”  

Notice 3:12: “Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving 

heart.”  

Don’t you love that? I mean, that’s an appositional phrase. That is to say, they describe 

the same thing. Evil, unbelieving. They’re the same thing.  

 “that falls away from the living God. But encourage one another day after day.” 

I love that. Why are we in your life, over this issue of unbelief in your life? Because 

we’re told to right there. You need to blame the writer of Hebrews, not us.  

“as long as it is still called ‘Today,’ (as long as you have breath in your lungs) so that 

none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.”  

Wow, now you have a consequence that’s starting to unfold in this passage. That you 

could actually listen to the truth, not believe it, try to be autonomous, and sin is deceiving you 

and you could be hardened by that.  

Now you know why we’re so urgent about it. We don’t want you to be hardened by 

sitting under the truth. Especially robust truth, biblical truth, where it’s expounded to you and 

explained to you, and then people sit with you, and they shepherd you through it, and they show 

you the dangers where you don’t see unbelief in your life but it’s there. So, you could be 

hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.  

Verse 14: “For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our 

assurance firm until the end.”  

What is he talking about there? Faith. Belief. Faith grows. Faith is strengthened. Every 

time you’re tempted and you believe the truth over lies, your faith is strengthened and cement is 

poured into the foundation of it, and you’re holding fast.  
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Verse 15: “while it is said, ‘Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts, as 

when they provoked Me.’”  

So now you see that if you hear the truth and you harden against it, or you believe what 

you want to believe, now you’re provoking God. Just let that sink in for a minute. Provoking the 

living God.  

“For who provoked Him when they had heard? Indeed, did not all those who came out of 

Egypt led by Moses?” 

That’s talking about the wilderness where an entire generation was lost because they 

complained and grumbled against the living God. That was unbelief.  

“And with whom was He angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose 

bodies fell in the wilderness? And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but 

to those who were disobedient? So we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief. 

Therefore, let us fear if, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you may seem 

to have come short of it. For indeed we have had good news preached to us.” 

There it is. You’ve had messages preached to you. The Word of God has been opened to 

you. That is a moment for the Spirit of God. When someone stands up and opens the Bible, this 

is a supernatural book written by the Spirit of God who is in the Godhead, and you are sitting 

listening to it, so there’s a moment. There’s a moment for you to lay your eyes on the truth, hear 

it expounded by someone the Spirit of God has gifted, and the Spirit can take it to your heart and 

your ears and bring conviction. What a moment. That’s a supernatural opportunity. What you’re 

potentially doing when you let your heart and mind linger under it but you don’t believe, is you 

are offending the Spirit of God.  

“For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also.” 

But notice verse 2: “But the word they heard did not profit them, because it was not 

united by faith in those who heard.”  

So, what are we talking about? Why do we linger in unbelief? We love autonomy in our 

flesh. We love the idea that the Lord cannot reign over us, and we know that passage wants to 

reign over us, and we don’t like it. We know that God dictates morality. He dictates what the 

moral universe is that we live in, and we don’t like that because we like to decide what is right 
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and wrong for us, for our life. We’re individualistic, let alone in this culture, just totally 

offending God in its throwing off His lordship and His truth in their life.  

And then, we like to decide the consequences: Oh yeah, I can do this. I can sit under it 

over and over again, and there won’t be any deception, it won’t come upon me, it won’t be 

aggressive, I can manage this. All that’s unbelief.  

What’s the solution? Verse 2. It must be united by faith in those who hear. What is faith? 

Faith is the entire entrustment of your inner life to that truth, in the moment. To humbly entrust 

yourself to that truth in the moment. We might say it this way: You utterly abandon yourself to it 

and give yourself to its disposal. So, you’re giving yourself to God’s disposal. If that’s what God 

says, [then you say,] “Not my will but His be done, I entrust myself to it.”  

What does that mean for my life? It doesn’t matter what it means; I’m going to walk in it. 

I’m going to walk in obedience to it. I’m going to submit to it. If I lose friends, if I lose comfort, 

if I lose the things I want to do, if I lose dreams and aspirations, it doesn’t matter. God said it. 

That’s faith. Faith is the conviction of things you can’t feel or tangibly sense. It’s God without 

skin on Him. It’s the bare words of the Holy Spirit that you entrust yourself to and walk in. 

That’s real humble faith, and that’s how unbelief is destroyed.  

It’s the only way, by the way. There aren’t any silver bullets. You must die on the inside 

to your autonomy and to your deciding to be the lord of your own life. Lingering under the Word 

of God like that is exceedingly dangerous because you’re taking your clenched fist, and you’re 

punching the Holy Spirit in the face, in the mouth, every time. You don’t want to do that. I mean, 

we’re going to suffer under God’s Word with battling the flesh. We’re not going to want to obey 

all the time. But you must know what that wrestling match is. You must admit what it is.  

When somebody sits next to you and says, “Man, you look like you’re struggling with 

what Pastor Daron just said in that passage,” just say, “Oh, I am.” But don’t you dare excuse it. 

Just say what it is. “I’m struggling with it because I’m stubborn and I’m proud and I want my 

autonomy. And I know that if I belief what that passage teaches, that means these five 

implications in my life the Spirit’s just revealed to me, and I don’t want to look at them.” Now 

you’re putting your finger on the issue. You’re saying to God, “Help my unbelief because I’m 

just full of it.” And then the Spirit softens you.  
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It’s very dangerous to do otherwise because the deceitfulness of sin is aggressive. Sin is 

aggressive. I hope to teach the high school and junior high students that at the Abide Camp in a 

couple weeks. We think sin is what’s on the outside of us coming at us. Surely the world is evil 

and Satan does scheme and tempt us. But you are your own worst enemy on the inside, and it’s 

because we actually think sin isn’t aggressive.  

Sin in a principle that lives inside of your corruption, inside your life, and it is aggressive. 

You don’t have to wait for it. You don’t have to go get it. It will come to your doorstep. It walks 

around with you. It is in the unredeemed humanity that you have. Every day you get up in the 

morning, it’s, “Lord, keep me from the evil one and my own pride and don’t let me listen to a 

moment of truth without submitting to it in humble faith. And when I do, put me on my knees to 

repent of it because I know what it is. It’s unbelief and it will deceive me. It will crush me.”  

JW: Is that helpful?  

Speaker: Yeah. Yeah. I appreciate it so much because then the implication is a passive 

approach to the Christian life. A lack of urgency in how you approach your Christian life is just a 

life of unbelief.  

JW: That’s right. You’re nurturing unbelief.  

Speaker: Someone that’s passive about spiritual priorities. You’re just growing up 

unbelief in your life.  

JW: Because we already have plenty of it in our flesh. You don’t want to add to it if you 

don’t have to. You’re going to be held accountable for being in a church like this. You’re going 

to be held accountable. If you want to really help your life, get online and order Ken Ramey’s 

little book, Expository Listening, and just read it. It’s a little study, and you will never sit under 

the Word of God the same again. He just compiles all the passages of Scripture about our 

responsibility when we hear even a single truth. You’ve got that conviction coming. That’s 

exciting. More burden on our hearts. What a grace.  

Speaker: So good. Thank you for that. The second question, and then I’ll give the floor 

to you all, is regarding the downgrade in our culture regarding fatherhood, particularly their role 

in their kids’ lives and role in ladies’ lives, what happens is, you and I have talked about, is 

young ladies in particular will grow up without their father fulfilling his role in their life, his 
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God-given priorities, God will marvelously save them, and they’ll get swept into a church with 

all this strong male leadership, but not even sure how to retrofit what they feel like they missed, 

develop a theology of what it looks like to respond now to spiritual leadership, and try and 

redeem what they feel like, in some sense, is unredeemable in these blossoming adult years. If 

you could just give them some encouragement about what they could be doing now, to just walk 

their hearts through that whole process, and then respond now in how they live in light of an 

environment that’s healthy.  

JW: This is a big problem. Huge, really. And maybe the first thing to say is that you 

don’t have to look back on all that was a part of your life growing up, whatever it may have 

been—good, bad, indifferent, whatever. You don’t have to look back at it and wonder whether 

God was at work.  

Let’s face it. I mean, let’s lay some theological foundation. It doesn’t matter what kind of 

family life we grew up in. None of us deserve anything but Satan as our father. Right? John 8:44. 

Until you know Christ, you are a child of wrath by nature and Satan is your dad. Ultimately 

that’s all we deserve. If you grew up and things were bad, it’s horrible, it’s sinful. God is 

offended by all of the ways you should have been taken care of and weren’t, but nonetheless, if 

you had unsaved parents, what else are you going to expect? If you had saved parents, and they 

weren’t perfect, welcome to life. It’s very, very difficult. Redemption then is our only hope.  

When you look back on your past, the first thing you’ve got to do is begin to be thankful 

that now you are redeemed and that God had to use all of that to bring you to redemption. In fact, 

sometimes I think of it this way: If God had wanted to save me earlier, He would have and could 

have, but He didn’t. What does that tell you about His perfect plan for my redemption? It was in 

His ordination to use all of those circumstances—the bad, the ugly, the messy—to soften me, 

work His work, bring me to the place I needed to be, create an appetite for Him, whatever it was. 

And had I not had that previous life, whatever it may be, how horrible it was, it would not have 

done the work God did to bring me to Himself.  

We used to tell our kids, “We pray for you that God does whatever it takes to save you.” 

Even if that means fifty, sixty years, all the way to your death bed, outside of Christ, if He wants 

your soul, then that’s what it takes. He knows what it takes. And for many of you who grew up 
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with pagan parents or in pagan families or hypocritical parents who profess Christ but didn’t live 

it, you don’t know what God was doing through that. But He was at work. And He’s using all of 

that to bring you to Himself. If you’re here today and you’re not saved, you need to go back and 

look at all that and say, “How has God used that to create in me an appetite to be here this very 

day hearing the truth?”  

And if you’re saved now, wow, I mean, grace upon grace, because you didn’t have the 

gospel growing up perhaps. But grace upon grace that God used all of that to meander your life 

all the way down to the moment when you did get saved. He fixed His heart on you.  

So it’s important to be thankful for the past knowing that God was at work, even if it has 

created some deep scars and pains. Maybe it was a perverted past. Maybe evil was perpetrated 

upon you, and you have to live with those struggles deep down. God knows that. He was still at 

work in your past. He’s not off His throne. But did you deserve anything different? I’m not 

saying you deserved someone perpetrating evil on you, but we deserved hell, so are you any 

different? Just because you don’t do the evil other people do does not mean that you weren’t as 

deserving.  

Sproul said recently in a great video clip from Ligonier that he doesn’t want to hear about 

the doctrine of hell because it’s such a frightening doctrine. He said he doesn’t want to hear 

about it even for someone like Hitler. And of course, the audience gasped, and Sproul said, “You 

know why? Because I’m so much like Hitler.” That is a great perspective about what we deserve. 

We categorize people as different based on the evil that they perpetrate.  

So the first thing to do is to remember God is at work in your past, and He was at work to 

bring you to your present, and if you’re redeemed now, now you can open the Bible and have 

God’s mind on all of what happened in your past.  

Now it’s clear that we react as kids to whatever it is we grow up with and so we develop 

patterns. Really difficult patterns, vulnerabilities, fears, avoidances of any pain, emotional 

trauma, rejection, a sense of unworthiness, inferiority complexes. And then we grow up, and 

people did trash us. Maybe your parents did trash you, and so you had a view of yourself that 

was really problematic, and you don’t know how to correct that. Well, now that you’re in Christ, 
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the good thing is that the purpose of redemption is to renew your mind on all that so that you can 

then change a legacy.  

My father had no spiritual moorings growing up, and it was a pagan life pretty much, so 

that by the time he married my mother in their teen years, literally, they didn’t know anything. 

Then God radically saved my parents at a Baptist revival preaching meeting, and a legacy, a 

change in course, was begun. So four boys, all of us heading on into preadolescence, a lot of 

water under the bridge, and suddenly our world was turned upside down by the gospel. We all 

rebelled against it in various ways because there was too much water under the bridge, but that 

was the beginning of the changing of the legacy.  

I say that to say if you’re the first generation out of pagan roots, God wants to do the 

same with you. He wants to turn the next generation around because of the gospel influence in 

you. It’s going to come out in the way children respond to not having parents that were godly or 

maybe even twisted, maybe even a false religion that some of you were involved in—some of 

you without dads, some of you with perverted dads, hypocritical dads.  

I understand that, not because I had one. I mean he was saved when I was seven and 

radically so. I grew up with the gospel, and yet still hypocritically rejected it until I was twenty-

one. But some of you never had that, and you come to a church like this, and you see male 

leadership, you see a legacy changing, you see men trying to pour into the younger men here to 

be what God wants them to be. The best way to respond to that as young people is to work the 

work of gratitude about what God did do in your life, even leaving you destitute and really a lost 

soul until now. Thank the Lord for that because that is going to change the way you now think 

about Christianity as you begin to pour into your family.  

I recently told my nieces that it would have been amazing to hear the evangelism of Eve. 

Can you imagine what an evangelist she would have been, telling her children, wagging her 

finger in their face? “Listen, I had innocence and purity and I lost it.” Well, that’s really kind of 

the way God uses your background, now that you’re redeemed, to build and energize a 

forcefulness and an urgency in the gospel for your family in the future. You gals who didn’t have 

a dad, it’s important to have a dad. You’re limited. There’s some dysfunction there that should 

have been there.  
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Well, now you have spiritual leaders, and as long as they’re imitating Christ, you can 

follow that leadership, come under that leadership, you can respond to that leadership 

submissively, you can learn from it, you can come under the wing of Christ as you come under 

pastors and shepherds and disciplers, typically older men. Men who’ve been around. Men 

who’ve been dads. Men who’ve been there for a while. You’re not going to get that from your 

peers. You pray for your peers. You pray for your brothers and sisters in Christ. You’re not 

going to get any kind of fatherhood dynamic there.  

But it is an important dynamic, and so as long as you elevate the character of Christ, and 

see that in your spiritual leaders, you emulate it. You sit down with them and you ask them, “So, 

how do I respond to spiritual leadership like that, because I want to get married one day, and I 

want to be able to respond to a husband like that? What does it mean to be submissive to 

authority in my life? What does it mean to be vulnerable and understand that Christ takes my 

vulnerability and handles it with care and gentleness? What does that mean? What does it mean 

to feel insecure and inferior and have fears deep within me that I don’t want anyone to know that 

I have?”  

Well, you get with a spiritual father figure in your life and begin to pour through the 

Scriptures and begin to see Christ in that spiritual figure in your life. You begin to share with 

them those fears and let them be swallowed up by the Word of God and truth of Scripture and 

new-found faith. That’s what you do.  

Does that mean it’s going to be fearful to do so? Absolutely. Sure, because that’s true of 

all of us. Do we really want to be that vulnerable to people? But the Scriptures teach that 

transparency and honesty are a part of the Christian life. We’re open about our weaknesses so 

that we can stir one another up to love and good deeds. We’re open about them. You don’t learn 

that in a day. You practice it—little by little, vulnerability by vulnerability, moment by moment 

of transparent admission and honesty before God.  

And remember, if you’ve confessed all of this to Christ, you’ve confessed all your 

vulnerabilities to the God of the universe, who already knew them. So why fear men? Why fear 

people? Because you could get hurt again? Oh, you most certainly will get hurt again. Sure. And 
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don’t you learn from that? You cannot have a life without being mistreated by people. You will 

never find that life. It’s impossible.  

The best thing as you grow is to see your own offenses against others and learn to forgive 

those who mistreat you. Everything’s swallowed up in the character of Christ. Everything’s 

swallowed up in the forgiveness we have in Christ. The knowledge of Christ solves those gaps in 

your life and in your heart. When you see those character qualities of Christ in leaders, you 

follow them. You hitch your wagon to it. You get in the hip pocket of mentors.  

And you find godly women, ladies, and you just hitch to them and say, “Teach me to 

walk. Teach me every step of the way how to walk this walk.” You’ll be surprised how many 

older women that you admire have pasts that make you shudder to imagine what they’ve been 

through. You’d be surprised what they presently live with and struggle with, but they’ve learned 

how to battle it.  

You men, if you want to learn to be the kind of dad who doesn’t want to neglect his 

family, it starts at this age group. In fact, it starts a lot earlier, but if you’ve squandered that, you 

have an opportunity here before you. You have a bevy of teenagers barreling down on you. Some 

of you younger parents have these little ones. It’s just precious, but for parents like Louise and I, 

we know what’s coming. And you can start now as young men to get around the older men in 

this group who’ve been dads.  

One of the Achilles’ heels of your generation is that you assume so much on the front end 

about what you know. I’m not saying you’re not intelligent. Man, you guys are brilliant. It’s 

amazing what God has done in gifting you with intelligence and brilliance. Technology has only 

fueled that because it has stimulated your minds, and you use it in ways that old guys like us 

don’t even know how to, and it’s freaking us out a bit. But what that has done, unfortunately, is 

on the front end make you assume things about spirituality that you should not assume. You may 

know how to use technology, but you can’t get sanctified by technology. There’s another 

problem that becomes the death knell to your generation. You do not face consequences for 

being wrong. You ignore them. You avoid them. You evade them.  

So, there’s a deadly combination: To assume you know, make a lot of mistakes, and 

never pay for your mistakes, because you blame shift and hide and evade. All the while that 
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train’s coming into the station and the train wreck is just down the road. It’s coming. You cannot 

avoid it ultimately. But it will be a spiritual train wreck.  

So, we have a church here where we’re trying to say to you young people, “Start now. 

Get rid of the ‘youthy’ immaturity.” We’re not telling you you’ve got to look like me and act like 

me and dress like me. I’m old. But what you need to do is throw off this idea that in the 

collegiate years or the young single years, that somehow you’re free to squander what it means 

to learn to be a man of virtue and a woman of virtue. You are men and women, and the Lord 

Jesus Christ made you so, and he holds you responsible for being that. When I look around this 

room, I see men and women. I don’t see boys and girls. That time has passed.  

It doesn’t matter what you look like on the outside. What I like to know when I meet with 

you is, what are you thinking about regularly, as a habit of life, on the inside? Are you men 

developing convictions for which you will die tomorrow? Or are you waffling? Because it’s just 

too fun to be young and not have teenagers staring you down the face.  

Look, having you guys enjoy life is easy, is it not? The stuff you enjoy, that’s the easy 

stuff. What if God wanted to assemble an army of collegians and young singles who were acting 

like men and virtuous women, readying themselves for family life, because you’re looking 

twenty-five years down the road, and you’re saying, “That affects me today”? What if God 

wanted to do that in a small, little place like this? What could He do with it?  

You wonder what’s on our minds all the time? That’s what’s on our minds. I don’t really 

care the fun you have, the life pursuits you have. All that stuff changes and comes and goes like 

the wind. It’s kind of fun and adventurous to look out ahead and not really know what’s going to 

happen in your life. There’s a certain mystique to that, an energy to it, and you bring all that 

passion to it. But conviction as men and women? That’s all I really, ultimately care about.  

I’m preaching to the choir a bit because you’re here, and you do come sit under the truth. 

But when you see me, just know, when I look you in the face, that’s what I’m concerned about. 

If you had a family today, what would your leadership as men look like? Would you be fathers 

immediately with convictions beyond your years because you’ve cultivated it, nurtured it, stirred 

it up, not squandered your time? Would you ladies be ready to embrace a home and the sphere of 

your home from which gospel influence goes? Would you be ready?  
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The practical burdens that come with family life? That’s fine. You don’t have all that on 

you right now, for those of you who don’t have a family. And in one sense, that’s a unique 

season too, Paul says in 1 Corinthians 7. You don’t have the distractions of married life. What 

does he mean by that? You just have more time. But I look at how you guys use that time, quite 

often, and I wonder if you’re going to have massive regrets about the time you wasted.  

Listen, don’t let Satan deceive you into thinking you can catch up. You will never catch 

up. If you don’t deposit money in your bank account, you can’t write a big check against it, can 

you? You can’t catch up. So, if you don’t deposit what it means to be a dad and a mom and a 

wife and a mother and a father and a husband, if you don’t start working on that stuff now, a man 

of God and a woman of God, there will not be anything in the account when life comes to call.  

So we’re pumping it into you. We’re encouraging you, reminding you. We’re for you, not 

against you. Just because there’s arrogance and hubris at these young years, we’re not against 

that. We’re against the sin of it, but we’re not against you personally. We tell it to you to remind 

you to not get immersed in this culture. This culture is lying to you on a second by second basis, 

and you must bring truth to bear on all of it. We’re trying to pull you out of that and say, “What 

kind of convictions do you have right now? Will you die for those? Can you live on those?” And 

when we turn the baton over to you then the next generation won’t get squandered. But when we 

pass that baton, I’m not letting go of it until you grab it with some conviction and say, “I’ll take 

it.”  

That’s just kind of what’s been on our hearts as leaders, you know. I don’t know if I’m 

scratching where you guys itch, but that’s on our hearts. That’s what we want you to know. 

That’s what we pray for.  

Speaker: That was incredibly helpful. I just want to capture that and press repeat.  

JW: I’ll say it again.  

Speaker: It is important.  

JW: My kids and my live-in adopted daughters and all those, they know it. They hear it 

all the time.  

Speaker: You can’t hear it enough. They’re going to think I paid you, but I didn’t.  

JW: No, this was on Daron’s heart. I didn’t know it was coming.  
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Speaker: Well, what’s on y’all’s hearts?  

Questioner: Well, since I’ve been getting closer in my walk with God, lately I’ve been 

getting persecuted. I work a lot to the extent where it’s almost been physical, so I stopped, let go 

of the <dog’s ears?>.  

And at home, same thing. I’ve been getting it little bit. My wife used to pray with me. 

Eight years married, have a seven-year-old. This is her <book?>. She’s got like four or five of 

them, had history in the church when she was young. Was praying with me for the last five years 

and watching all the church stuff on TV, right, and then now I’ve come here, I’ve developed my 

walk with God even more, repented of things.  

Now she doesn’t want to pray with me anymore. I come here like four or five times a 

week, and now I told her last week I want to start tithing the ten percent. I was already tithing, 

but not ten percent, and she blew up. But I gave her a week, I was trying to be smooth as what I 

can be, right? So then this Friday I came home and said, “All right, the Lord is convicting me of 

it, the Spirit is convicting me, so I’m going to do it. I want to <give to the Lord?> as much as 

possible. 

JW: Sometimes as new believers, we have a wonderful new passion. The Bible describes 

that, and all that’s good. I mean, you want to continue to pour the Word of God into that passion. 

Describing the scenario you described, there’s a couple of things that the Word of God is very 

clear about as to how a Christian husband, or a mate, or a spouse, effectively leads the home 

when your spouse doesn’t want it. And this will be the same with your job, OK?  

Your first responsibility is to manifest the transforming power of God. Not speak it, but 

manifest it. Speaking it is great; you might have opportunity to speak the truth in love. But 

manifesting it in the power of your life over sin and sinful tendencies. Very often in the new 

passion of our Christian life, we speak things we haven’t yet lived, and we speak them boldly 

because they’re in the Bible, but we’re speaking them, in one sense, out of school, because what 

an unbeliever, or someone who’s hostile, needs to see first is the transforming power of it.  

When I first came to Christ, I had eight months away from my family with the military, 

and I stored up all this knowledge. I was listening to Bible teaching. I was passionate about it. 

My wife was as Catholic. She thought she was a Christian already. Well, I just knew when I got 
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home from that military assignment, with all this passion, I’ve got to unload on her with a fire 

hose and dismantle the Catholic Church singlehandedly. That was my goal.  

Well, I tried. I tried for one hard month for her. It wasn’t miserable for me. I just opened 

my mouth and was full of Scripture and conviction. The problem is, I just had not demonstrated 

or manifested transformation enough. Again, eight months in my early Christian life away from 

her, she didn’t see it. Now I’ve got a brand-new rekindling of our life together, having been gone 

for a year, and she’s sitting there hearing all this, thankful I’m not going to be a jerk anymore, 

but wondering, what is all this? So, I just went after it verbally, and she just got depressed and 

concerned and angry and upset.  

Was what I was saying wrong? No. Just no manifested, transformed life yet to back it up. 

I believed the Lord was transforming me, but nothing to back it up. So, about a couple of months 

after all that verbiage, she’d seen enough. She’d seen humility in arguments starting to grow in 

me. She had seen my willingness to seek forgiveness for being hard and selfish. She began to 

hear things out of my mouth about Christ she’d never heard. She began to see a softness that I’d 

never had.  

And she said to me, I remember it was a conflict one night, I’d sought her forgiveness, 

and she said, “I do not have that right there. I’ve grown up Catholic, believe I’m saved, but 

there’s something I have to acknowledge. I don’t have that power that you have to do that right 

there” (to set aside pride and humble myself over my sin and seek her forgiveness). I was new at 

it, but the Spirit was definitely manifesting it. And it was what God used to save her.  

So, the first thing a brand-new believer must do is go to the Word of God and close your 

mouth, don’t speak the truth yet. If you’re asked a direct question, speak it in love, Ephesians 

4:15. If you’re not asked a direct question, what ought to mostly come out of a new Christian’s 

mouth is what you’re learning, what the Lord’s teaching you, how He’s convicting you, not to 

instruct them, but to sort of unveil the ugliness that the Word of God is showing you about your 

own life and what you were saved from and then just truth about Christ lived out in the 

transforming power of your life.  

So she should hear humble responses. She should see you seeking forgiveness for anger. 

She should hear you thankful and grateful even for the fact that you have a marriage and that 
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God graced you with her. And when she’s hostile, prayerfulness. Not an answer, but 

prayerfulness and humility and thankfulness. That’s what she ought to see. Why? Because that’s 

what the gospel does to us. It just takes our selfishness out of the way. When she sees that, now 

your prayers, the Bible says, can be effectual. You’re fervently praying for your spouse but now 

she sees the transforming power. 

You can’t change your spouse or this friend that you want to witness to or even your 

coworkers that you want to know the gospel. You can’t change them. The Spirit has to change 

them. But how does He change them? By demonstrating the light now that is in you starting to 

shine forth the love and the grace of Christ.  

And so you’re ready to give a defense for the hope that’s in you, as you read Scripture, 

but you don’t stand as an instructor, hoping to convince. You stand as a humble servant saying, 

“Lord, I can’t believe You saved me at all. Help my light to shine in front of this person so that 

they may observe—not hear, observe—the works that you’re doing in my life and begin to 

respond in Your timing.”  

I’ve had friends live with an unbelieving wife after they came to Christ twenty, thirty 

years. Twenty faithful, thirty faithful years of just being an example. No response on their 

spouse’s part. I’ve had some live twenty, thirty years and eventually see a response. I’ve seen 

slow conversions. I’ve seen instant conversions, as God did in our own marriage.  

So that’s the approach that you have to take. If you’ve not taken that approach, because 

of all that passion that’s come out, you’ve got to seek forgiveness for that, and your wife needs to 

hear you say, “You know I thought that speaking the truth to you in these ways was going to be 

the right approach, and I don’t apologize for the truth, but I have to say that I need to be the kind 

of vessel that is sensitive to the Spirit of God. I’ve said things I haven’t yet lived, and so please 

forgive me for that. I want to be an example more than anything else. And I know you’ve 

resisted it, and I understand that. I don’t want to be the reason for your resistance. I just want to 

be an example.” 

Questioner: So, she’s seen some of that.  

JW: Good.  
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Questioner: Like, the Lord took me away from some sinful stuff I used to do, and totally 

got me away from that. And I said, “You see He’s done this. You see I spent all this money 

doing all these sinful things, way more than He’s asking me to tithe. Way more. So now I’m just 

wanting to tithe <?>. What is the deal?” You know what I mean?  

JW: Here’s something I would do right there on that issue. First of all, you obviously 

have a background to some degree understanding what you’ve heard about tithing and giving, 

but in your particular case, here’s what I would do. I would say to your spouse, “Hey, before we 

make this decision, I want to ask you for the permission to study the issue so that I’m not 

mistaken about this issue.”  

Questioner: He’s convicted me of it though. It’s not what reading or what I’m coming up 

with. You know how you see when you’re reading and something pops out of the book. I hear 

that a lot. People have that belief that it pops out at them.  

JW: Sure. Here’s downside to that. It may be true that the Spirit is illumining your mind 

to the truth, but until you know what the Scriptures say about giving, you won’t actually be able 

to affirm that. And the Spirit of God does not convince us of truth that isn’t verifiable in the very 

word He wrote. So when you see something come off the page, and this happens to us 

sometimes. You’re reading a passage of Scripture, something pops off the page, and you think 

you understand it. Well, then you get a little more mature in your Christian life and you start to 

see the scope of other Scriptures informing that issue and you realize, “Oh, I had a very primitive 

understanding of that, and I even made some mistakes. I mistakenly thought it meant this in my 

practice.”  

You’re going to find that if you study giving, you’re going to round out your perspective 

rather than just rely on something that could be the Spirit or just intuition. And you’ve got to be 

careful of that because the Scriptures are not subjective, they’re objective. So, I’m just 

recommending as a pastor what I tell every single person who has this battle with a spouse that 

doesn’t understand these things. Ask their permission to study it first. And then you get with a 

couple of pastors who will give you all the passages of Scriptures on biblical giving before you 

decide ten percent or tithe, or whether you understand that. Just so you know, here at Grace 
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Immanuel Bible Church, we do not teach tithing, the ten percent, is biblical giving. We don’t 

teach that.  

Questioner: <? Church> Nobody said a single word about that.  

JW: Right, but you don’t want to be wrong coming to this church and not have a full 

comprehensive view of what the Bible does teach on biblical giving. And that’s the way to serve 

your wife. Hey, before I make a decision as a leader in what I’m convinced of, I want to make 

sure I’m convinced of the right thing.  

When you do that, she’s not any longer having to fear that she has no say or that you’re 

running off without informing her of what you’re doing and why. She may not like the answer 

that you come to after your study, but you’ll have demonstrated a humility, and then bringing it 

before some pastors to say, “Am I right on this? Am I really right on this? I mean, this jumped 

off the page to me. Is that the Spirit of God? How do I know?”  

Then those pastors can lead you to a biblical view of giving. Now you’re more informed 

to say to your wife, “Hey, here’s what I’ve learned in my study,” and in the meantime, the Spirit 

uses that to demonstrate to her that there’s humility growing in you. That dispels fears on the part 

of a wife. Every Christian spouse has a responsibility to humble themselves under God’s Word 

and let the Spirit of God do the work.  

That would be my recommendation on that issue, and I think you’ll find the Lord will 

really use that, mostly to humble you. Then whatever your view is at the end of studying all 

those passages with some disciplers and pastors in your life, you’ll have a clear view of what it is 

biblically, and you can then stand on your conviction, but you will have shown your spouse the 

necessary humility that brings about that change.  

That’s good. It’s a tough issue.  

Speaker: I think we have time for one more question, and I think Andrew had something.  

JW: Thank you for that, by the way.  

Speaker: Thanks, brother.  

Questioner: So, I want to ask you a question, just really for this group, given that most of 

us are single, and we desire marriage in the future— 

JW: —amen!  
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[speaking simultaneously—inaudible] 

Questioner: I just want to ask, can you give us some practical things that we need to be 

doing now to prepare for that, and then some things that we should be doing?  

JW: Yeah, it’s fairly simple; it’s not rocket science. I alluded to it earlier. You want to be 

marriable. What does it mean to be marriable? Well, for a man, it means to be preparing yourself 

to lead in the profound responsibilities of taking on a wife and a family. So, study every passage 

you can on what it means to be a husband and a father, Old and New Testament. Get with those 

who are living it and say, “All right, on a practical level, what does this look like?” And then 

invite that person into your home and say, “Where do you see signs of this kind of living on a 

practical level, and where do you see signs of things that are squandering that or distracting me 

from that, in terms of use of time, use of money?”  

I know roommate living and by-yourself living is a different way of life, but it doesn’t 

have to be completely foreign to family life. The way single people use their time in this culture 

and the way that leaks into the church is a shame because so much time is squandered. What’s 

amazing to me is the complaints that come from it. I mean, you have more free time and more 

passion and more energy than I do, but I will sit with a young person, and for fifteen minutes 

they’ll complain to me how tough life is. And I just smile. Nod my head, yeah, hmm.  

I’m not trying to sound like your life isn’t difficult. It is, and I’m not trying to say that my 

life is this huge, worrisome thing. I just think if you study all those passages on what it means to 

be a husband and father, and then you take that, develop it into the principles, principle-ize it, 

then you ask an older man who’s living them out, “What does this look like on practical 

implications?” and then invite them into your life, at every area of your life say, “OK, how am I 

doing on these practical implications? At home, how am I doing?”  

It would be the same for the women. Are you marriable? Don’t make early mistakes in 

assuming things about what it means to be a single woman and career and all those dynamics. 

Don’t make that mistake. Learn what the role of a woman is in Scripture. Learn what the role of 

a wife and mother is in Scripture, and anything in the culture that pushes back on that, run from 

it with all your might. Flee it. Do not pick and choose. The culture does not know how to lead a 

family. It doesn’t. It is driven by other things. Other ethics, other morals. And even concepts of 
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male/female relationships, leadership issues in the home, what it means to be a wife and a 

mother, and careers, and all that independent kind of stuff.  

We’re not trying to say that you can’t be gifted and talented in all the ways God’s made 

you. What I am saying is if you don’t study all those passages, invite an older man or woman 

into your life to show you what that looks like on a practical level, and then invite them into your 

personal life to scrutinize it, you’re shortchanging your opportunity.  

As far as relationships, just build friendships that are Christlike. I mean, literally. 

Friendships that are Christlike. Let me just say something that may help you on a practical level. 

You’re not going to avoid the awkwardness of having tried to date one another and it didn’t work 

out. Boy, it got quiet in here. You’re not going to avoid the awkwardness of it. But God is at 

work in those things. Is He not? You say, “Well, I feel rejected.” So. I mean, as you mature, 

feelings of rejection get swallowed up in the knowledge that Christ doesn’t reject you. People are 

at different levels of maturity. What else did you expect? These are friendships. When you get 

married, you’re going to feel rejected by your spouse, and they married you! God is using all of 

it.  

I’m not saying you ought to be flippant about it. Yeah, I’ve dated those ten girls; we’re 

all friends still. I’m not saying that’s how it’s going to go. But I am saying as you develop godly 

friendships, of course you’re going to be attracted to one another. That’s natural, it’s good, it’s 

right. You’ve got to mature in how quickly you get past those infatuations to the spiritual 

dynamics. But you aren’t going to be meant for every person that you try to pursue. You’re not. 

It’s OK. It’s OK if there’s awkwardness there for a while. That’s just normal human 

relationships. Rejoice. Be thankful. Open yourself up to it. Reach out to people. And then be 

honest in those friendships. Hey, I did pursue you; it just didn’t happen. It wasn’t in the will of 

God, but I’m OK with that. I’m learning. I’m learning to settle with that.  

Build Christlike friendships. Embrace the awkwardness at times because you’re learning 

through it. And then God will begin to knit your heart with a friend, and it will be reciprocated in 

time. When it’s reciprocated, and you’ve had some people who you trust helping you through 

that on a wise, or wisdom, basis, as to how much you ought to be together and how it’s going, 
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you’ve got all kinds of counselors and disciplers here who would be glad to help you walk 

through those things. Stick with them. They know what they’re doing. They’re wise.  

But it’s just funny. We think we could avoid all the awkwardness of friendships that 

didn’t work out, and I was rejected.  

Speaker: Marriage is awkward sometimes.  

JW: It is. Be extra careful in your conversations away from those individuals. Be extra 

careful. I know you girls need to talk about who likes whom, and who’s been looking at whom, 

and I understand that. You guys need to talk about which girls you’re scoping out. I understand 

all that. It’s quite natural. But those conversations can turn to humor and mockery and laughter 

and sometimes things that hurt.  

See, you’ve got to avoid that and remind one another that we can descend into that, but 

let’s not do that. So what if you were liked by somebody and you are shocked that they could 

ever even try to . . . just go before the Lord and say, “Lord, help my heart to be open to them as a 

brother or sister in Christ, and not worry about all that stuff, and just to pray for them.” And then 

move on. Move on to your friendships and serve. Is that helpful? 

Speaker: Everything was helpful. Thank you so much.  

JW: Thank you for having me. 

Speaker: Overall, I think we all benefitted from everything in helping us to see not to 

take our cues from the culture but from the Word of God, because it’s just—what’d you say?—

second by second it’s feeding us lies. I bet you if we took a self-inventory, there’d be a host of 

lies that still infected our Christian lives.  

JW: Look I’ve been a Christian nearly thirty-five years and I have to battle those lies all 

the time. Now I’m a seasoned battler, but it doesn’t end. They’re coming.  
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