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But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another. (Gal. 5:15)  
 

I. Lessons in Conflict from the Churches of Galatia:  Act in the Spirit, not the Flesh 
 

But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another. (Gal. 5:15)  
 
Key Principle: When Facing Conflict, Be Controlled by the Spirit not the Flesh. Display “the Fruit of the 
Spirit,” Not “the Works of the Flesh.”   
 
  

1. Be Controlled by the Spirit (Gal. 5:16-18, 22-23)  
 
But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh…. But if you are led 
by the Spirit, you are not under the law…. If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 
(Gal. 5:16, 18, 25) 

 
   

2. Don’t Be Controlled by the Flesh (Gal. 5:17-21) 
 

Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, 
enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, 
and things like these. (Galatians 5:19-21) 

 
(1) Pray 

 
(2) Check Our Attitude and Conduct 

 
(3) Act in Love 

 
(4) Seek the Counsel of Spirit-filled Believers 
 
(5) Treat Others with Kindness and Gentleness 

 
 
II. Lessons in Conflict from the First Jewish Churches: Control Anger, Tongue, and 
Criticism 
 
 

1. Control the Anger 
 
Let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger, for the anger of man does not produce 
the righteousness that God requires. (James 1:19-20)  
 
  

2. Control the Tongue 
 

 
3. Control the Criticism 
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Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother or judges his 
brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. (James 4:11-12) 

 
 
III. Lessons in Conflict from the Church in Philippi: Act in Humility, not Pride 
 
Do nothing from [selfish ambition] or conceit,  
 
but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others.  
 
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus. (Phil. 2:3-5) 

 
 

Copy Christ’s Attitude of Humble Servanthood 
 
 
IV. Lessons in Conflict from the Church at Corinth: Act in Love 

 
Love Defines How to Act When Facing Conflict 

 
Love is patient and kind;   

 
love does not envy or boast;  
it is not arrogant or rude.  
It does not insist on its own way;  
it is not irritable or resentful;  
it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.  
 
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. (1 Cor. 13:4-7) 
 
  
V. Lessons in Conflict from our Lord Jesus Christ  

 
 
1. Go to the Brother Whom You Have Offended 

 
So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against 
you, leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and 
offer your gift. (Matt. 5:23-24) 

 
 

2. Go to the Brother Who Has Sinned Against You 
 
 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he 
listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with 
you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen 
to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile 
and a tax collector.” (Matt. 18:15-17) 
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a. A Meeting Between Two Brothers 
 
b. A Meeting Involving Witnesses 
 
c. A Public Church Meeting 

 
 

3. Go in the Right Spirit  
 
 

4. Speak the Truth in Love with Courage 
  

a. Speaking the Truth 
 
Let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members of one another. (Eph. 4:25)  
 

  b. Acting with Courage  
 

 


