
Biblical Friendship  
 

 
1. Biblical Attributes of a Friend 

a. Examples of Friendship in the Bible 
i. The Trinity – The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit have a deep and 

intimate friendship. 
ii. David and Jonathan (1 Sam 18:1; cf. Deut 13:6) 
iii. Naomi and Ruth  
iv. Hushai the Archite (2 Sam 16) 
v. Paul and Timothy (2 Tim 1:2-4, 3:10; Phil 2:19-22) 

b. Implications of Friendship in the Bible 
i. A love for their friend above themselves (Phil 2:3; Mk 12:31) 
ii. Helps bear the burdens of their friend (Gal 6:2) 
iii. Loyal and faithful to their friend 
iv. Shares their innermost thoughts, feelings, desires, fears, and joys 

with their friend 
v. Serves the Lord Jesus with their friend 
vi. Shares a common purpose with their friend (2 Cor 6:14-15) 
vii. Walks in wisdom with their friend (Prov 13:20) 

 
2. Hindrances to a Biblical Friendship 

a. Presumption  
i. Assuming you know the heart of your friend 

1. Example of Job’s friends – accusing Job of sin that was not 
there 

ii. Remedy: Prov 10:12; Gal 6:1; 1 Pet 4:8 
b. Bitterness 

i. Hanging on to an offense (or perceived offense). That offense 
eventually festers in the heart until bitterness is the result. 

1. cf. Prov 18:19  
ii. Remedy: Those who love others above themselves do not hold 

grudges, they are quick to forgive, and they are not easily 
offended! (1 Cor 13:5 “Love is not easily provoked”).  

c. Comparison 
i. Comparing your life and the friends the Lord has given you with 

the lives and friends of others 
ii. The result of comparison is: discontentment! 
iii. Remedy: Thankfulness/gratitude! (1 Thess 5:8) 

d. Expectation 



i. You expect your friends to treat you the way you want to be 
treated, that they would do want you want them to do, and they 
would pursue you when you want to be pursued. 

ii. The problem: this is a sef-focused/self-centered attitude 
iii. Remedy: Humility and Service! (Phil 2:3; Matt 20:28) 

3. Cultivation of a Godly Friendship 
a. Become a Good Listener 

i. Requires patience!  
ii. Take genuine interest in the one you are in conversation with 
iii. Engage your whole person (Eyes, ears, and mind) 
iv. Respond by asking good questions 

b. Take Initiative 
i. Be willing to be the pursuer in a friendship, not wait to be 

pursued 
ii. Lovingly and tactfully steer conversations toward the things of the 

Lord (from surface conversation to spiritual conversation). Cf. 
Prov 27:17 

c. Be Honest 
i. Confess your sins to one another (Jam 5:16) 
ii. Be open with what is really going on in your heart and mind 
iii. Lovingly speak the truth to one another (Prov 27:5-6) 

d. Spend Time Together  
i. This takes work on your part 
ii. Requires death to yourself (sacrifice of your schedule and your 

“me” time) 
iii. Have an eternal perspective, not a temporal one  

e. Build Trust with One Another 
i. Be an encourager and supporter of your friend (1 Thess 5:11) 
ii. Keep your word! 
iii. Be quick to forgive, act in love, and always think of the good of 

your friend above yourself (Prov 10:12; Eph 4:32; Phil 2:3; 1 Pet 
4:8) 


