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Session #1 

Introduction to the Millennial Debate 

 

The Expositors Seminary 
Super Seminar—April 8–9, 2016 

 
I. Introduction  
 
 
 

 
 
 THREE VIEWS ON THE MILLENNIUM 
 

§ Amillennialism:  there is _____ (“a-“) future millennium yet to come 
 

Ø The millennial kingdom takes place between the two comings of Christ as He 
rules over His church, in the hearts of His people, or with the saints in heaven. 

 

Ø The present age is the millennial kingdom (“realized millennialism”). 
 

§ Postmillennialism: Christ will return ___________ (“post-”) the millennium 
 

Ø The millennial kingdom is progressively established in the present age as the 
gospel goes forth with increasing success until most of the world is converted. 
 

Ø The present age is becoming the millennial kingdom. 
 

§ Premillennialism:  Christ will return ____________ (“pre-”) the millennium 
 

Ø The millennial kingdom will be established on earth when Jesus returns in glory, 
constituting an intermediate kingdom between the present age and eternal state. 

 

Ø The present age precedes the millennial kingdom. 

	    

      
 

 KEY DISTINCTION: the _________________ _____________ of premillennialism 
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KEY QUESTIONS    
 

§ Does the Bible teach that Jesus will reign on earth for a thousand years  
between His Second Coming and the New Heavens and Earth? 

 
§ Does the Bible teach the existence of an intermediate kingdom between  

the present age and the eternal state? 
 

Ø Amillennialism:  ______ 
 

Ø Postmillennialism:  ______ 
 

Ø Premillennialism:   ______! 
 
 
II.  The Intermediate Kingdom in the Old Testament 
 
 A.  Indications of an Intermediate Kingdom 

(Ps 72:1–20; Isa 2:1–3; 11:1–9; 65:17–25; Mic 4:2–4; Zech 14:16–19) 
 

1.  Which Transcends the Present Age 
 
 
 
 

2.  Which Falls Short of the Eternal State 
 
 
 
 
 
 B.  Evidence for a Temporal Gap (Isaiah 24:21–23) 
 
  1. The Sequence of Events in Isaiah 24  
 

§ Second Coming/Final Destruction of Earth (17–20) 
§ Initial Judgment of God’s Enemies (21) 
§ Lengthy Incarceration of “Many Days” (22ab) 
§ Final Judgment of God’s Enemies (22c) 
§ Divine Reign of the Eternal State (23) 

 
2.  The Millennial Significance of Isaiah 24  
 

The “many days” of Isaiah 24:22 requires an intermediate kingdom 
because it represents a lengthy period of time separating the Second 
Coming of Christ from the final judgment and eternal state. 
 
 
KEY POINT:   What is strongly implied by the OT prophets  

is clarified and made explicit in Revelation 20. 
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III. The Millennial Significance of Revelation 20 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            STRAIGHTFORWARD READING 
                       OF REVELATION 19–22: 

 
 Second Coming        Millennial Kingdom The Eternal State       
 

        (Rev 19)               (Rev 20)                  (Rev 21–22)  
 

 
 A.  The Amillennial View of Revelation 20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 B.  Key Exegetical Questions in Revelation 20 

 

§ Is the duration of the millennium symbolic or literal? 
 

§ Is the binding of Satan present or future? 
 

§ Is the “first resurrection” spiritual or physical? 
 

§ Is the chronology of John’s visions recapitulatory or sequential? 
 
 

 
  EXEGETICAL ISSUE  Amillennialism        Premillennialism  

 

Ø Duration of Millennium:        Symbolic                    Literal* 
 

Ø Timing of Satan’s Binding:         Present                    Future 
 

Ø Nature of First Resurrection:        Spiritual                   Physical 
 

Ø Chronology of Visions:   Recapitulatory    Sequential 
 
 
 

PURPOSE OF SEMINAR: 
 

To answer these questions and make an exegetical case 
for the eschatology of premillennialism 
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Kim Riddlebarger (AM):
__________________________________________________________________________________________

“Revelation 20 is the most important biblical 
passage dealing with the subject of the 
millennium.”



Revelation 20:1-3:
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, 
holding the key of the abyss and a great chain 
in his hand. And he laid hold of the dragon, the 
serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and 
bound him for a thousand years; and he threw 
him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it 
over him, so that he would not deceive the 
nations any longer, until the thousand years 
were completed; after these things he must be 
released for a short time.



Revelation 20:4-6:
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment 
was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who 
had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus 
and because of the word of God, and those who had 
not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not 
received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; 
and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a 
thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come to 
life until the thousand years were completed. This is 
the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who 
has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second 
death has no power, but they will be priests of God and 
of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.



Revelation 20:7-10:
__________________________________________________________________________________________

When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be 
released from his prison, and will come out to deceive 
the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, 
Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; 
the number of them is like the sand of the seashore. 
And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and 
surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, 
and fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 
And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the 
lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false 
prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and 
night forever and ever.



Three Millennial Views
__________________________________________________________________________________________

 Amillennialism: there is no (“a-“) future 
millennium yet to come

 Postmillennialism: Christ will return after
(“post-”) the millennium

 Premillennialism: Christ will return before
(“pre-”) the millennium



Three Millennial Views
__________________________________________________________________________________________



The Millennial Debate
__________________________________________________________________________________________

KEY QUESTION:

Does the Bible teach the existence of an 
intermediate kingdom between 

the present age and the eternal state?

 Amillennialism:
 Postmillennialism:
 Premillennialism: 
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The Millennial Debate
__________________________________________________________________________________________

KEY QUESTION:

Does the Bible teach the existence of an 
intermediate kingdom between 

the present age and the eternal state?

 Amillennialism: No
 Postmillennialism: No
 Premillennialism: Yes!



Three Millennial Views
__________________________________________________________________________________________



Transcends the Present Age:
__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Messiah will reign as King over the entire 
world (Ps 72:2–4, 7–8, 12; Zech14:9)—all the 
kings of the earth will bow down before Him 
(Ps 72:11); all the nations of the earth will serve 
Him (Ps 72:11; Zech 14:16); and all the peoples 
of the earth will be blessed by the exercise of 
His rule (Ps 72:7, 16–17). Knowledge of the 
Lord will fill the earth (Is 11:9), and the whole 
world will be filled with His glory (Ps 72:19). 



Transcends the Present Age:
__________________________________________________________________________________________

He will reign in peace, justice, righteousness, and 
faithfulness (Is 11:3–5), resulting in longevity of 
life (Isa 65:20, 22) and lasting peace and 
harmony among the nations of the world (Zech 
8:4–5; Is 2:4; Mic 4:3; Is 11:6–9). The kingdom 
reign of Messiah portrayed in these passages 
clearly transcends what takes place in the 
present age and will not be ushered in until the 
Second Coming of Jesus Christ (Zech 14:4, 7, 9).



Falls Short of the Eternal State:
__________________________________________________________________________________________

This kingdom reign of Messiah will include the existence 
of the poor (Ps 72:13; Isa 11:4), the wicked (Isa 11:4), the 
needy (Ps 72:4, 12, 13), the afflicted (Ps 72:2, 4, 12; Isa 
11:4), enemies of God (Ps 72:9; Isa 11:4), and victims of 
violence and oppression (Ps 72:4, 14). It will include 
physical birth and physical death (Isa 65:20), 
distinctions between the young and the elderly (Zech 
8:4–5), and physical weakness due to old age (Zech 8:4). 
The nations will learn the ways of the Lord (Is 2:3; Mic
4:2); disputes will continue to arise between them (Is 
2:4; Mic 4:3); and those who refuse to worship the King 
will be punished by the Lord (Zech 14:17–19).



Kim Riddlebarger (AM):
__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Book of Revelation 
= 

“a New Testament commentary 
on those redemptive-historical themes 
left open-ended by the Old Testament 
prophets, viewed in the greater light of 

postmessianic revelation” 



Isaiah 24:21-23
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Isaiah 24:1-20: Divine destruction of the earth 
and the enemies of God

Isaiah 24:21-23:
21 So it will happen in that day, that the Lord will punish 

the host of heaven on high, and the kings of the earth on 
earth. 22 They will be gathered together like prisoners in 
the dungeon, and will be confined in prison; and after 
many days they will be punished. 23 Then the moon will 
be abashed and the sun ashamed, for the Lord of hosts 
will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and His 
glory will be before His elders.



Sequence of Events in Isaiah 24
__________________________________________________________________________________________

 Second Coming/Destruction of Earth (17–20)
 Initial Judgment of God’s Enemies (21)
 Lengthy Incarceration of “Many Days” (22ab)
 Final Judgment of God’s Enemies (22c)
 Divine Reign of the Eternal State (23)

Second Coming   Millennium Eternal State

Initial Judgment Incarceration Final Judgment
for “Many Days”



An Intermediate Kingdom
__________________________________________________________________________________________

INDICATED IN TWO WAYS:

 By describing kingdom conditions which are 
incompatible with both the present age and the 
eternal state (Ps 72:1-20; Isa 2:2-4/Mic 4:1-3; Isa 
11:1-9; 65:20; Zech 8:4-5; 14:16-19)

 By designating a period of “many days” 
between the Second Coming and the Final 
Judgment (Isa 24:21-23)



Straightforward Reading of Rev 19-22:
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Second Coming   Millennium Eternal State
(Rev 19) (Rev 20) (Rev 21-22)



Amillennial View of Revelation 20:
__________________________________________________________________________________________

SAM STORMS:

“The second factor that turned me from 
premillennialism to amillennialism was a study 
of Revelation 20, the text cited by all 
premillennialists in support of their theory. 
Contrary to what I had been taught and long 
believed, I came to see Revelation 20 as a strong 
and immovable support for the amillennial
perspective.”



Amillennial View of Revelation 20:
__________________________________________________________________________________________

KIM RIDDLEBARGER:

“Amillennial interpreters of Revelation 20 see the 
passage as the weak link in any form of 
premillennialism.” 



Amillennial View of Revelation 20:
__________________________________________________________________________________________

DEAN DAVIS:

“I would argue that the amillennial approach 
gives us a remarkably clear, consistent, and 
exegetically natural interpretation of this 
notoriously challenging text.” 



Amillennial View of Revelation 20:
__________________________________________________________________________________________

DEAN DAVIS:

“Premillennial interpretations of Revelation 20 
shatter the simplicity, vitiate the power, and 
becloud the glory of NT eschatology, thereby 
plunging Christ’s Church into needless 
confusion and controversy.” 



Four Key Issues in Revelation 20
__________________________________________________________________________________________

EXGETICAL ISSUE Amil Premil
 Thousand Years
 Satan’s Binding
 First Resurrection
 Chronology of 19-20
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Four Key Issues in Revelation 20
__________________________________________________________________________________________

EXGETICAL ISSUE Amil Premil
 Thousand Years Symbolic Literal
 Satan’s Binding Present Future
 First Resurrection Spiritual Physical
 Chronology of 19-20 Recapitulatory Sequential
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