
Message: 
God’s Kingdom Plans for Planet Earth 

 



• It is important to understand God’s big 
picture purposes. 

• The Bible makes more sense if  we know what 
God is doing in history. 



• The Kingdom of  God is a major 
(if  not primary) theme of  
Scripture. 
• Genesis 1 through Revelation 22:5 



2 Main Phases of  God’s Kingdom:  
Universal and Mediatorial 

• Universal Kingdom: God’s reign over the universe in 
which everything happens according to His will. 

• Psalm 103:19: “The LORD has established His throne 
in the heavens; and His sovereignty rules over all.” 

• See also 1 Chron. 29:12 and Daniel 4:34 



• Daniel 4:34:  “For His dominion is 
an everlasting dominion, 
And His kingdom endures from 
generation to generation.” 



• Mediatorial Kingdom: God’s rule over planet 
earth through a mediator(s). 

• God designates man to rule the earth on God’s 
behalf  for God’s glory (Gen. 1:26, 28). 



• While the mediatorial kingdom operates under God’s 
universal kingdom, rebellion can occur with the 
mediatorial kingdom. 

• Satan offered Jesus the kingdoms of  the world in 
Matthew 4. 



• God’s plan for humanity is not a 
static experience in the sky. 

 







• God Expects Man to Rule the 
World for His glory. 



Kingdom Trail 

• Genesis 1:26-28 
• Psalm 8 
• Hebrews 2:5-8 
• Ephesians 1:22 

• 1 Corinthians 15:27 
• Revelation 20:4; 22:5 
• Rev. 2:26-27; Rev. 

3:21; Rev. 5:10 



Genesis 1:26-28: God’s Tasks Man to Rule 
the World on His Behalf  

•  26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the 
fish of  the sea and over the birds of  the sky and over the 
cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth.” . . . . 28 God blessed them; and 
God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish. . . . ” 



• a strong connection between man and earth.  

• God made man in His image and instructs 
him to rule over the earth and its creatures.  



• The Hebrew term for “rule,” means “have dominion,” 
“rule,” or “dominate.” 

• The term is used later of  the Messiah’s future reign in Ps 
110:2:  
•  “The LORD will stretch forth Your strong scepter from Zion, 

saying, “Rule [radah] in the midst of  Your enemies.”  



• The word for “subdue” means “dominate” 
or “bring into bondage.”  

• The term “especially speaks of  the work of  a 
king (e.g., 2 Sam. 8:11).”  



• The realm of  this kingdom rule for man is 
the earth, not heaven. As Ps 115:16 declares,  

• “The heavens are the LORD’s, but the 
earth He has given to the human race.”  



• So the kingdom is an earthly kingdom, with Adam 
established as its king.  

• Man is to rule from and over the earth. 



• This is why we affirm premillennialism: 

• The Kingdom of  the Messiah must be from and 
over this earth. 

• Not a spiritual kingdom from heaven. 



Psalm 8:4-8: After the Fall God Still Expects 
Man to Rule the Earth for His Glory 

• What is man that You take thought of  him, 
And the son of  man that You care for him? 
5 Yet You have made him a little lower than God [or 
angels], 
And You crown him with glory and majesty! 
6 You make him to rule over the works of  Your hands; 
You have put all things under his feet, 
 



• Psalm 8 functions like a commentary on Genesis 
1:26-28. 

• Even in a fallen world God expects man to have a 
successful rule over the earth in fulfillment of  
Genesis 1:26-28. 



Hebrews 2:5-8: Man Still Expected to Rule 
the World, but this Is not Happening Yet 

•   For He did not subject to angels the world to come, concerning which we are 
speaking. 6 But one has testified somewhere, saying, 

•  “WHAT IS MAN, THAT YOU REMEMBER HIM? 
OR THE SON OF MAN, THAT YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT HIM? 
7 “YOU HAVE MADE HIM FOR A LITTLE WHILE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS; 
YOU HAVE CROWNED HIM WITH GLORY AND HONOR, 
AND HAVE APPOINTED HIM OVER THE WORKS OF YOUR HANDS; 
8 YOU HAVE PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET.” 

•  For in subjecting all things to him, He left nothing that is not subject to him. 
But now we do not yet see all things subjected to him. 



• This is a quotation of  Psalm 8. 

• God still expects man to rule the earth successfully. 

• But we do not see this rule over the earth yet. 



Ephesians 1:22: Jesus Has the Authority to 
Rule the World 

•   ”And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave 
Him as head over all things to the church,” 

•  This is a quote of  Psalm 8:6; Jesus is connected to the rule and subdue 
command. 

•  Psalm 8 is about man ruling the earth; But the NT also links this to the 
ultimate man—Jesus (both are true!) 



1 Corinthians 15:25-27: Jesus is the Ultimate 
Man who will Rule the World 

•  For He must reign until He has put all 
His enemies under His feet. 26 The last 
enemy that will be abolished is 
death. 27 For HE HAS PUT ALL THINGS 
IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET.  



• With 1 Corinthians 15:27 Paul again quotes Psalm 8:6 by saying: 

For HE HAS PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS 
FEET. 

What was said about mankind as a whole in Psalm 8:6 is now 
applied to Jesus in 1 Cor. 15:27. 

Why? Because Jesus is the ultimate Man. 
 



God’s will for man to rule the 
earth is ultimately found in Jesus. 



A Future Rule: Revelation 19:15 

“From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so 
that with it He may strike down the 
nations, and He will rule them with a 
rod of  iron . . .” 



Matthew 25:31 

• “But when the Son of  Man comes in 
His glory, and all the angels with Him, 
then He will sit on His glorious 
throne.” 



• Note: Jesus begins His kingdom rule with His second 
coming to earth.  (see Matt. 25:31). 



• But also Jesus will share His reign 
with those who believe in Him. 



Revelation 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10—The Saints in 
Jesus Will Rule the World 

• He who overcomes, and he who keeps My 
deeds until the end, TO HIM I WILL GIVE 
AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS; 27 AND HE 
SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS 
THE VESSELS OF THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO 
PIECES, as I also have received authority from My 
Father (Rev 2:26-27). 



• With Revelation 2:26-27 Jesus says He will willingly share 
His kingdom rule over the nations with those who believe 
in Him. 

• This  is the reign of  Psalm 2:9. 



• He who overcomes, I will grant to him to 
sit down with Me on My throne, as I also 
overcame and sat down with My Father 
on His throne.  (Rev. 3:21) 



• Jesus distinguishes the Father’s throne from 
His throne—David’s throne. 

• Hebrews 10:13 



•   “You have made them to 
be a kingdom and priests to our God; 
and they will reign upon the 
earth.”  (Rev. 5:10). 



• NOTE: Those who now are a “kingdom” are 
destined for a future reign— “They will reign 
upon the earth.” 



• Heavenly scenes in Revelation look forward to a 
coming earthly kingdom: 

• Rev. 5:10 

• Rev. 6:9-11 



In the Eternal State God and the Saints are 
Reigning (Rev. 22:3, 5) 

“There will no longer be any curse; and the 
throne of  God and of  the Lamb will be in 
it, and His bond-servants will serve 
Him . . . and they will reign forever and 
ever.” 



• The Father and Son are ruling on the 
throne in the New Jerusalem and the 
people of  God are reigning. 



• Thus the last verse describing the New Earth 
talks about the people of  God reigning while 
in the presence of  God and Jesus who are on 
the throne. 



• Revelation 21:24, 26:  The nations 
live in harmony and all live for the 
glory of  God. 



Summary 

•  God created man to rule the earth on His behalf. 

• Man sinned and failed. 

•  God never gave up on man’s original mandate even though it 
remains unfulfilled in this age. 

•  The mandate to rule the world will be fulfilled by Jesus the 
ultimate Man. 

•  Jesus will share His earthly reign with those in Him. 


