
EPHESIANS 
A WORTHY WALK: Walk in Love (Part 3) 

Lesson 50: Satan’s Perversion of Love 
 

A. To Walk in Love, there is a       Person              to       Imitate             (1) 

Ephesians 5: [1] Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children;  

B. To Walk in Love, there is a       Pattern             to       Duplicate         (2) 

5: [2] and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering 
and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. 

C. To Walk in Love, there is a       Perversion       to       Repudiate        (3-5) 

5: [3] But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as is 
proper among saints; [4] and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, 
which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. [5] For this you know with certainty, 
that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance 
in the kingdom of Christ and God. 

D. To Walk in Love, there is a       Participation    to       Eliminate         (6-7) 

5: [6] Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of 
God comes upon the sons of disobedience. [7] Therefore do not be partakers with them; 

1. REMOVE. The Actions we must PUT OFF 

a. All immoral actions (3a, also 5) 

i. Immorality (porneia): Mt 5:32, 19:9; 1 Cor 5:1, 6:9; 1 Thes 4:3-6; cf. Lev 18:6-29 
ii. Impurity (akatharsia): Rom 1:24; 2 Cor 12:21; Gal 5:19; 1 Thes 4:1-7; cf. Lev 5,7,15-22 

b. All immoral thoughts (3b) 

iii. Greed [covetousness, which is idolatry, v5] (pleonexia): Rom 1:29; Eph 4:19; Col 3:5  

c. All immoral speech (4) 

iv. Filthiness 

v. Silly talk 
vi. Coarse jesting 

2. REPLACE. The Attitude we must PUT ON (4): Thanksgiving: Eph 4:22-24, 5:20; Phil 4:6; 
Col 2:7, 4:2; 1 Thes 5:18 [Chalmers: The Expulsive Power of a New Affection] 

3. RENEW. The Argument we must PUT IN (4-5): For this you know with certainty: 

a. Immorality is not proper (or fitting) among saints (3,5): Ps 33:1, 93:5; Col 3:18; Phile 8  

b. The immoral are not permitted in the kingdom of God (5): Eph 1:14,18; 1 Cor 6:9-10 

 



The Schemes of the Devil 
PART 4 

Ephesians 6: [10] Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.  [11] Put on the full 
armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. [12] For 
our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against 
the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly 
places. [13] Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil 
day, and having done everything, to stand firm. [14] Stand firm, therefore… 

A. DECEPTION 
STRATEGY 1: The devil counterfeits the truth with lies & deception 
 

B. INTIMIDATION  
STRATEGY 2: The devil coerces the church with suffering & persecution  
 

C. ACCUSATION 
STRATEGY 3: The devil condemns believers before God & before our own hearts 
 

D. TEMPTATION 
STRATEGY 4: The devil captivates believers with personal temptation  

Matthew 4: [3] And the tempter came and said to [Jesus], “If you are the Son of God, command 
these stones to become loaves of bread.” 

1 Thessalonians 3: [5] For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, I sent to learn about your 
faith, for fear that somehow the tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in vain. 

Thomas Brooks: Satan…has had time enough to study all those ways and methods which tend most to ensnare 
an undo the souls of men. He has made it his whole study, his only study, his constant study to find out snares, 
depths, and strategems to entangle and overthrow the souls of men. When he was but a young serpent, he did 
easily deceive and outwit Eve; but now he is grown that “old serpent” as John speaks [in Rev 12:9 & 20:2]. He is 
as old as the world and is grown very cunning in experience.  

Why does Satan tempt us? 

• To deceive us (Jn 8:44; Gen 3:1-5) 
• To devour us (1 Pet 5:8-9; Jn 10:10) 
• To discredit us (Rev 12:10; Job 1:9-11; 1 Jn 2:1) 
• To delay us in ministry (1 Thes 2:18; 1 Cor 16:9; 2 Cor 12:7) 
• To divide us (Jn 17:20-21) 
• To discourage us (2 Cor 4:8-9) 
• To distract us (Lk 8:14; Jas 4:4; 2 Tim 4:10) 

Matthew 6: [12] And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And do not lead us 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

AW Pink: We cannot rightly desire God to forgive us our sins [in the present] unless we sincerely long for the 
grace to abstain from sin in the future. We should therefore make it our practice to beg earnestly for strength to 
avoid a repetition of them. 

The hurdle between our high calling and a worthy walk (Eph 4:1) is sin. Behind every sin we ever commit 
is temptation. And behind every temptation stands the Evil One himself—Satan. 

1. The meaning of temptation 

a. In the Old Testament 
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1) The Hebrew language has no specific word for “temptation”; however, in the Septuagint 
the Greek word peirazo is used for the Hebrew word nâsâh, which means to challenge; to 
put to the proof, or to test. 

2) Examples of testing or temptation: Adam & Eve (Gen 3:1-7), Abraham (Gen 22:1), the 
Israelites in Egypt (Ex 16:4), false prophets (Dt 13:3), Job, David (2 Sam 11-12)  

b. In the New Testament 

1) Greek words peirazo (verb) and peirasmos (noun) 

(a) Derived from peiro: “to pierce in order to test, try, examine or prove” 
(b) Peirazo can mean “to test, to try, to tempt” 
(c) Peirasmos can mean “trial, testing, temptation” 

2) A peirasmos (trial, test, or temptation) serves to pierce our status-quo and expectations  

3) In the midst of such a situation there is spiritual solicitation: 

(a) God’s solicitation to derive or prove His character creates a testing in the midst of the 
trial (Jn 6:6; Heb 11:17)  

(b) Satan’s solicitation to derive his character creates a tempting in the midst of the trial 
(Lk 4:13; Jas 1:13) 

4) Temptation, then, is the Satan’s enticement or solicitation to evil character and action 

John Owen: Temptation, in general, is any thing, state, way, or condition that, on any account whatever, has a 
force or efficacy to seduce—to draw the mind and heart of a man away from the obedience which God requires 
of him, into any sin, in any degree whatever. In particular, a temptation is that which causes or occasions any man 
to sin, or to go away from his duty in anything, either by bringing evil into his heart, or by drawing out the evil that 
is in his heart, or in any other way diverting him from communion with God, and from that constant, equal, universal 
obedience, in matter and manner, which is required of him. … In this sense temptation may proceed either singly 
from Satan, or the world, or other men in the world, or from ourselves, or jointly from all or some of them, in their 
several combinations. 

 

2. The sources of temptation 

 The flesh (Rom 7:18; Gal 5:19-21; Jas 1:13-15; 1 Pet 2:11) 

James 1: [13] Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. [14] Each one is tempted when he is carried away 
and enticed by his own lust. [15] Then when lust has conceived it gives birth to sin, and sin when 
it is fully grown brings forth death. 

Strong’s Lexicon: The flesh is the base part of man’s physical life, which causes him to sin. It is the dominating 
principle of the corrupt nature in man. The flesh is the base of all “enemy” operations that come from (1) Satan the 
deceiver and (2) the evil, godless world system opposed to and an enemy of God. These enemies gain a foothold 
by means of flesh. 

Charles Spurgeon: All the devils in hell and tempters on earth could do us no injury if there were no corruption in 
our own natures. 

 

 The world (Jn 17:14-19; 2 Pet 1:4, 2:20; Gal 1:4; Eph 6:12; Jas 1:27, 4:4; 1 Jn 2:15; Rev 12:9) 

Ephesians 2: [1] And you were dead in your offenses and sins, [2] in which you previously walked 
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit 
that is now working in the sons of disobedience. [3] Among them we too all previously lived in the 
lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind… 

Kenneth Wuest: The world refers to…the ordered system of which Satan is the head, his fallen angels and demons 
are his emissaries, and the unsaved of the human race are his subjects. This includes those purposes, pursuits, 
pleasures, practices, and places where God is not wanted. Much in this world-system is religious, cultured, refined, 
and intellectual. But it is anti-God and anti-Christ...The Germans have a word for the world—the zeitgeist or 
“the spirit of the age.” The world in its figurative sense (as in Jas 4:4) constitutes all of the forces and elements 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/James%204.4
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opposed to God. It represents the whole complex of human institutions, values, and traditions that knowingly or 
unwittingly are arrayed against God. 

Kent Hughes: Those without Christ are captive to the social and value system of the present evil age which is 
hostile to Christ. They are willing slaves to the popular culture of the media, the “group-think” of the talk shows, 
post-Christian morés and man-centered religious fads. The spiritually dead are dominated by the world. 

John Macarthur: The world is not as a reference “to the physical earth or universe” but rather to the spiritual 
reality of the man-centered, Satan-directed system of this present age (Gal 1:4), which is hostile to God and God’s 
people. It refers to the self-centered, godless value system and mores of fallen mankind. The goal of the world 
is self-glory, self-fulfillment, self-indulgence, self-satisfaction, and every other form of self-serving, all of which 
amounts to hostility toward God.” 

1 John 2: [15] Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him. [16] For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the 
eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. [17] The world is 
passing away and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God continues to live forever. 

Thomas Brooks: The two poles could sooner meet, than the love of Christ and the love of the world. 

Thomas Constable: 

(1) The lust of the flesh is the desire to do something apart from the will of God. 
(2) The lust of the eyes is the desire to have something apart from the will of God. 
(3) The pride of life is the desire to be something apart from the will of God. 

 

 The devil (Mt 4:1-11; 1 Thes 3:5; Jas 1:13; Rev 2:10, 12:9-11) 

(1) Adam & Eve (Gen 3:1-5)  
(2) David (1 Chr 21:1) 
(3) Job (Job 1:6-12) 

(4) Jesus (Mt 4:1-11) 
(5) Peter (Lk 22:31-32) 

(6) Judas (Jn 13:2) 
(7) Ananias & Sapphira (Acts 5:2)  
(8) Sexually-deprived spouses (1 Cor 7:5) 

(9) Believers ignorant of Satan’s schemes (2 Cor 2:11) 
(10) New & spiritually immature believers (1 Thes 3:5) 

John Piper: The work of the devil (1 Jn 3:8) is to tempt people to sin. When they sin, his work is accomplished. So 
what the Son of God came to destroy is not just the guilt of sin (which might enable us to stay like we are and go 
right on sinning into heaven) but actual sinning. The Son of God came to destroy sinning. The enemy on the rebel 
planet is sin. … [The incarnation] is God's invasion of enemy territory to rescue a people from the devil and destroy 
the sin in their lives. 

 

3. The process of temptation [see p7 for 10 Biblical Examples of this process] 

a. Step 1: Deceit (in the MIND) – “Seeing” the Forbidden as “Good” 

Satan leads us to see the object of temptation & encourages us to fixate on its goodness 
without considering why God has forbidden it (Heb 3:12-13) 

Thomas Brooks: This world, this wilderness, is full of snares; all employments are full of snares, and all enjoyments 
are full of snares. In civil things, Satan has his snares to entrap us; and in all spiritual things he has his snares to 
catch us. Satan, who acts by an untired power, and who will never let the saints rest till they are taken up to an 
everlasting rest in the bosom of Christ, Satan is so powerful and subtle that he will often make the greatest and 
dearest mercies to become our greatest snares. 

Thomas Brooks: Sin is of a very deceitful and bewitching nature. Sin is from the greatest deceiver, it is a child of 
his own begetting, it is the ground of all the deceit in the world, and it is in its own nature exceeding deceitful. ‘But 
exhort one another daily, while it is called Today, lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.’ 
Heb. 3:13. It will kiss the soul, and pretend fair to the soul, and yet betray the soul forever. It will with Delilah smile 
upon us, that it may betray us into the hands of the devil, as she did Samson into the hands of the Philistines. 

C S Lewis: [Screwtape to Wormword:] Never forget that when we are dealing with any pleasure in its healthy and 
normal and satisfying form, we are, in a sense, on the Enemy’s [i.e., God’s] ground…He made the pleasures: all our 
research so far has not enabled us to produce one. All we can do is to encourage the humans to take the pleasures 
which our Enemy has produced, at times, or in ways, or in degrees, which He has forbidden.  



 4 
C S Lewis: Pleasures are shafts of glory as it strikes our sensibility. …. But aren’t there bad, unlawful pleasures? 
Certainly there are. But in calling them “bad pleasures” I take it we are using a kind of shorthand. We mean 
“pleasures snatched by unlawful acts.” It is the stealing of the apples that is bad, not the sweetness. The sweetness 
is still a beam from the glory. … I have tried since…to make every pleasure into a channel of adoration. I don’t mean 
simply by giving thanks for it. One must of course give thanks, but I meant something different … Gratitude 
exclaims, very properly, “How good of God to give me this.” Adoration says, “What must be the quality of that 
Being whose far-off and momentary coruscations1 are like this!” 

 

b. Step 2: Desire (in the EMOTIONS) – “Craving” the Forbidden 

By getting us to fixate on the goodness of the forbidden object, Satan then cultivates our 
desire for (e.g. “covet”) that object (Mk 4:19; Gal 5:16; ca. Ps 73:25; Gal 5:17) 

Augustine: I was astonished that although I now loved you…I did not persist in enjoyment of my God. Your beauty 
drew me to you, but soon I was dragged away from you by my own weight and in dismay I plunged again into the 
things of this world…as though I had sensed the fragrance of the fare but was not yet able to eat it. 

 

c. Step 3: Disobedience (in the WILL) – “Taking” the Forbidden 

After rationalizing its goodness & legitimizing our desire, Satan provides opportunity for us 
to reach out and take the forbidden object 

 

4. The resisting of temptation 

a. STOP obsessing about the Taking of sin (the forbidden “good”) 

(1) DO: Set up whatever behavior barriers are necessary to protect vulnerable areas & keep 
you from yielding to temptation (Mt 5:29-30; Rom 6:13, 7:5,23, 12:1, 13:14; Col 3:5; 1 Cor 6:15; 
2 Tim 2:22) 

(a) SEEK: Seek godly accountability from a trusted discipler or spiritual mentor (Heb 13:16-
17; Jas 5:16; 1 Thes 5:11; Gal 6:1-2). 

(b) FLEE: Avoid situations where you will be “carried away” or “enticed” (Mt 26:41; cf. 1 Cor 
6:18, 10:14; 1 Thes 5:22; 1 Tim 6:11; 2 Tim 2:22) 

(c) HALT: You are most vulnerable to temptation when you are Hungry, Angry, Lonely, or 
Tired 

John Owen: It is the great duty of all believers to use all diligence in the ways Christ has appointed, so as not to 
fall into temptation. 

Thomas Brooks: Keep at the greatest distance from sin, and from playing with the golden bait that Satan holds 
forth to catch you; for this you have (Rom. 12:9), ‘Abhor that which is evil, cleave to that which is good.’ When we 
meet with anything extremely evil and contrary to us, nature abhors it, and retires as far as it can from it. The Greek 
word that is there rendered ‘abhor,’ is very significant; it signifies to hate it as hell itself, to hate it with horror. 

Thomas Brooks: It is better to have a sore than a seared conscience. 

 

(2) DO NOT: Don’t believe the erroneous idea that behavior barriers are highly effective 
against temptation. 

(a) They overestimate our willpower (Rom 7:18; Col 2:20-23) 

John Owen: Do not flatter yourself that you can hold out… He whose heart currently abhors the thoughts of a 
particular sin will be powerfully inflamed toward it when he enters into temptation... He will deride his former fears, 
cast aside his scruples, and condemn his former convictions. … Beware of relying on your own counsel, 
understanding, and reason. When temptation reaches its hour, they will side with temptation. 

 
1 A coruscation is a brief flash of brilliance, like the sparkle of a diamond. 
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Romans 7: [18] For I know that good does not dwell in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is 
present in me, but the doing of the good is not. [19] For the good that I want, I do not do, but I 
practice the very evil that I do not want. 

(b) They overestimate our discernment (Mt 19:16-30; Mk 10:17-31; Lk 18:18-30) 

John Owen: Temptation will darken the mind, so that a man will not be able to make a right judgement of things 
as he did before he entered into it. 

(c) They misunderstand God’s desire for us (Mt 5:21-28, 23:27) 

John Owen: This is a folly that traps many who have [a] lively sense of sin. They are sensible of their sins, but not 
of their temptations. They are displeased with the bitter fruit, but cherish the poisonous root. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b. START Seeing the forbidden “good” as deadly 

Job 31: [7] If I have turned away from doing what is right, or my heart has been led by my eyes to 
do wrong, or my hands have been made unclean, [8] then let other people eat what I have planted, 
and let my crops be plowed up. 

Proverbs 14: [12] There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death. 

Romans 8: [13] For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death 
the deeds of the body, you will live. 

Thomas Brooks: Satan's first device to draw the soul into sin is, to present the bait—and hide the hook; to present 
the golden cup—and hide the poison; to present the sweet, the pleasure, and the profit that may flow in upon the 
soul by yielding to sin—and to hide from the soul the wrath and misery that will certainly follow the committing of 
sin. By this device he deceived our first parents. 

Thomas Brooks: Sin is but a bitter sweet. That seeming sweet that is in sin will quickly vanish, and lasting shame, 
sorrow, horror, and terror will come in the room thereof: ‘Though wickedness be sweet in his mouth, though he 
hide it under his tongue; though he spare it, and forsake it not, but keep it still within his mouth; yet his meat in his 
bowels is turned, it is the gall of asps within him’ (Job 20:12-14). 

John Owen: We should always remember Satan’s purpose and sin’s purpose in temptation: it is the dishonor of 
God, and the ruin of our souls. 

 

c. STOP Looking at the forbidden “good” (Prov 6:23; Mt 6:22-23; 2 Cor 10:5; Rom 13:14) 

Brooks: Make present resistance against Satan’s first motions. It is safe to resist, it’s dangerous to argue. Eve 
argued, and fell in paradise: Job resists, and conquers upon the dunghill. He that will play with Satan’s bait will 
quickly be taken with Satan’s hook. The promise of conquest is made over to resisting, not to arguing: ‘Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you,’ James 4:7. Ah, souls! were you better at resisting than at disputing, your 
temptations would be fewer. 

Job 31: [1] I have made a covenant with my eyes; how then could I gaze at a young woman?  

Jerry Wragg’s “8 Portals of Temptation” through which Satan deceives us with the world’s values & desensitizes us 
to God’s truth.1  

1. Worldly friends (Prov 14:7): (a) the scoffers (Ps 1:1), (b) The arrogant talkers – the proud & boastful (Prov 6:17), 
(c) the unteachable & anti-authority (Prov 1:7), (d) the liars (Prov 10:19), (e) the schemers & devisers of harm 
(Prov 1:10-19), (f) the angry & unrestrained (Prov 20:3, 22:24-25), (g) the resentful & vengeful (Prov 10:18) 

2. Worldly cultural environments & media: (a) where God is openly mocked or blasphemed, (b) where evil is 
considered good & good is considered evil, (c) where perversion & immorality are celebrated, (d) where 
greed is encouraged & exploited, (e) where violence is gratuitous & meaningless  

3. Voyeurism (watching or observing indecency & illicit sexuality) 

4. Idleness (Prov 6:6, 19:15; 2 Thes 3:6-13) 

5. The love of leisure & entertainment (1 Cor 6:12) 

6. The fear of man (Prov 29:25; Jas 1:9-11; Gal 2:11-12; Acts 10:12-13; Lk 14:26) 

7. Intellectual pride (Jas 3:13+) 

8. Unchecked resentment (Jas 3:14-16) 
1 From Pastor Wragg’s sermon series More of Christ, Less of Me, especially the two (2) sermons on “Closing Portals in Your Life” 
(http://www.gibcjupiter.org/pages/sermons/series-detail.aspx?SeriesID=193)  

 

http://www.gibcjupiter.org/pages/sermons/series-detail.aspx?SeriesID=193
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Matthew 5: [28] but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart. 

R C Sproul: …understand that whatever we are doing and wherever we are doing it, we are acting under the gaze 
of God. ... There is no place so remote that we can escape His penetrating gaze. 

 

d. START Seeing what is truly Good 

(1) Meditate on the truth of Scripture (Eph 6:17) 

(a) Satan wants to so focus our thoughts & affections on other things that we never 
seriously see the truth of God’s word (2 Cor 4:4; Lk 24:27; Jn 5:39) 

(b) The Scripture calls us to meditate – to ponder & reflect – on the Scripture to battle 
those things that fight for our attention & affection (Josh 1:7-8; cf. Ps 1:2, 63:5-6, 145:5) 

John Owen: Lay up a store of gospel provisions which will make the soul a place of defense against all the assaults 
of temptation. 

Thomas Brooks: Satan promises the best, but pays with the worst; he promises honor, and pays with disgrace; he 
promises pleasure, and pays with pain; he promises profit, and pays with loss; he promises life, and pays with 
death. But God pays as He promises; all His payments are made in pure gold. 

(2) Meditate on the beauty of Christ (Heb 12:2-3) 

(a) We must see the beauty & glory of Christ to desire Him more than the forbidden fruit 
& twisted good with which Satan tempts us (2 Cor 3:12-18) 

Thomas Brooks: They do not love Christ who love anything more than Christ. 

Thomas Chalmers: The love of the world cannot be expunged by a mere demonstration of the world's worthless-
ness. But may it not be supplanted by the love of that which is more worthy than itself? The heart cannot be 
prevailed upon to part with the world by a simple act of resignation. But may not the heart be prevailed upon to 
admit into its preference another, who shall subordinate the world, and bring it down from its wonted ascendancy? 
The only way to dispossess the heart of an old affection is by the expulsive power of a new one. 

(b) Aquinas: Ultimate satisfaction & perfect happiness can consist in nothing less than the 
vision of the Divine Essence (Ps 16:11, 37:4, 42:1, 43:4, 63:1-3, 73:25-26, 142:5; Is 26:9; 
Hab 3:17-18; Phil 1:23, 3:7-8 

Psalm 27: [4] One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house 
of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple. 

J I Packer: We are all, of course, creatures of desire; God made us so, and philosophies like Stoicism and religions 
like Buddhism which aim at the extinction of desire are really inhuman in their thrust. But desire that is sinfully 
disordered needs redirecting, so that we stop coveting others’ goods and long instead for … God’s glory with and 
through it. 

C S Lewis: There have been times when I think we do not desire heaven; but more often I find myself wondering 
whether, in our heart of hearts, we have ever desired anything else. ... It is the secret signature of each soul, the 
incommunicable and unappeasable want, the thing we desired before we met our wives or made our friends or 
chose our work, and which we shall still desire on our deathbeds, when the mind no longer knows wife or friend 
or work. … All your life an unattainable ecstasy has hovered just beyond the grasp of your consciousness. The day 
is coming when you will wake to find, beyond all hope, that you have attained it. 

Augustine: [Christ] then is beautiful in heaven, beautiful on earth; beautiful in the womb, beautiful in his parents’ 
arms; beautiful in his miracles; beautiful under the scourge; beautiful when inviting to life … beautiful in laying 
down his life; beautiful in taking it up again; beautiful on the cross; beautiful in the sepulchre; beautiful in heaven. 
… How sweet all at once it was for me to be rid of those fruitless joys which I had once feared to lose… ! You drove 
them from me, you who are the true, the sovereign joy. You drove them from me and took their place, you who 
are sweeter than all pleasure, though not to flesh and blood, you who outshine all light, yet are hidden deeper 
than any secret in our hearts, you who surpass all honor, though not in the eyes of men who see all honor in 
themselves. … O Lord my God, my Light, my Wealth, and my Salvation. 
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DECEIT 

In the MIND 
“Seeing” the forbidden as “Good” 

 
DESIRE 

In the EMOTIONS 
“Coveting” what is forbidden 

 
DISOBEDIENCE 

In the WILL 
“Taking” what is forbidden 

1. Eve eats the forbidden fruit 
Genesis 3: [6] When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, 
and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate… 

2. Achan steals the spoils from Jericho 
Joshua 7: [20] So Achan answered Joshua and said, “Truly, I have sinned against the Lord, the God of 
Israel, and this is what I did: [21] when I saw among the spoil a beautiful mantle from Shinar and two 
hundred shekels of silver and a bar of gold fifty shekels in weight, then I coveted them and took them… 

3. David commits adultery with Bathsheba 
2 Samuel 11: [2] Now when evening came David arose from his bed and walked around on the roof of the 
king’s house, and from the roof he saw a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful in 
appearance. … [4] David sent messengers and took her, and when she came to him, he lay with her… 

4. The sons of God marry the daughters of men 
Genesis 6: [1] Now it came about, when men began to multiply on the face of the land, and daughters were 
born to them, [2] that the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful; and they took 
wives for themselves, whomever they chose. 

5. Pharaoh abducts Sarai 
Genesis 12: [13] “Please say that you are my sister so that it may go well with me because of you, and 
that I may live on account of you.” [14] It came about when Abram came into Egypt, the Egyptians saw 
that the woman [Sarai] was very beautiful. [15] Pharaoh’s officials saw her and praised her to Pharaoh; 
and the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house.  

6. Esau marries a third (Ishmaelite) wife  
Genesis 28: [6] Now Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away to Paddan-aram to take 
to himself a wife from there, and that when he blessed him he charged him, saying, “You shall not take a 
wife from the daughters of Canaan,” [7] and that Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother and had gone 
to Paddan-aram. [8] So Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan displeased his father2 Isaac; [9] and Esau 
went to Ishmael and married, besides the wives that he had, Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, 
Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebaioth. 

7. Leah gives Zilpah (her servant) to Jacob 
Genesis 30: [9] When Leah saw that she had stopped bearing, she took her maid Zilpah and 
gave her to Jacob as a wife. 

8. Schechem rapes Dinah 
Genesis 34: [2] When Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the land, saw her [Dinah, the 
daughter of Jacob and Leah], he took her and lay with her by force.  

9. Judah marries a Canaanite woman 
Genesis 38: [2] Judah saw there a daughter of a certain Canaanite whose name was Shua; and he took 
her and went in to her. 

10. Samson marries a Philistine woman 
Judges 14: [1] Then Samson went down to Timnah and saw a woman in Timnah, one of the daughters of 
the Philistines. [2] So he came back and told his father and mother, “I saw a woman in Timnah, one of the 
daughters of the Philistines; now therefore, get her for me as a wife.” [3] Then his father and his mother 
said to him, “Is there no woman among the daughters of your relatives, or among all our people, that you 
go to take a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?” But Samson said to his father, “Get her for me, for 
she looks good to me.” 

 
2 Because Esau “saw” that his father Isaac did not want Jacob marrying a Canaanite woman, and because Esau was so eager 
to win back his father’s approval after losing his birthright and blessing to Jacob, marrying a non-Canaanite women was now 
seen as “good” in the eyes of Esau. That is why he “desired” to marry an Ishmaelite woman – hoping to win back the affection 
& approval of his father – and he “took” Mahalath as his wife.  
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