
 Ecclesiastes: 
Wisdom for Life in a Sin-Cursed World 

 
1:1-2 

Solomon’s opens his magnum opus with a two-fold introduction.  
 

1. Introduction to the Author of the Book (Vs.1) 
1The words of the Preacher,  

This title is used 3x at the beginning of the book (1:1, 2, 12) 
Once in the middle (7:27) 

 3 times at the end (12:8, 9, 10) 
 

the son of David, King in Jerusalem. 
  
 Only 1 of David’s sons reigned as king - Solomon 

 
Similarities to Solomon’s life: 
 

1:13, 16 The preacher was unrivaled in wisdom (1 Kings 3:12; 4:29-32) 
2:4-6  His building projects were on a massive scale (1 Kings 7) 
2:7a He had a huge forced labor force at his disposal (1 Kings 9:15ff) 
2:7b-8  He possessed unparalleled riches (1 Kings 7:9; 10:14-29) 
7:20 He affirmed the sinfulness of man (1 Kings 8:46) 
7:28 He saw the rarity of a godly woman (1 Kings 11:1-8; Pr. 31:30) 
12:9 He wrote wisdom/proverbs for others (I Kings 4:32-34) 
 

Similarities to other wisdom literature by Solomon: 
 
The purpose of the wisdom books of the OT is primarily to teach believers 
how to live wisely. 
 
Job: How to live wisely when unexpected calamities run over you.  
 
Wisdom Psalms: How to live wisely when it appears that crime does pay  
 
Proverbs: How to live wisely in all of life. Both Proverbs and Ecclesiastes 
emphasize the importance of fearing the Lord (Proverbs 1:7, 29; 2:5; 8:13; 
3:7; 9:10; 10:27; 14:26-27; 15:16, 33; 16:6, 22:4; 23:17; 24:21; Ecclesiastes 
5:7, 3:14 8:12; 12:13 ) 
 
Song of Solomon: How to live wisely in marriage   
   
Ecclesiastes:  How to live wisely in a Genesis 3, fallen world under the curse.  



2. Introduction to the Theme of the Book (vs. 2) 
2“Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher, “Vanity of vanities! All is Vanity” 

A. The Meaning of “Vanity” 
 
Hebel –  36x out of the 72 in the OT 

occurs at least once in each chapter (except 10) 
 

Literally “wind” or “breath” 
 
 

Figuratively that which is like breath or vapor, is transitory, frail, 
unsubstantial, worthless, futile, meaningless 
 
 The short length of men’s lives: 
 

Job 7:16 
Ps. 39:5ff 
Ps 62:9 
Ps 144:4 
 

The empty deeds of men 
 

Proverbs 21:6  
Ps. 94:11 
Isa 49:4  
2 Kings 17.15 
Job 9.29 
Job 21.34; Zechariah 10.2 
Pr.  31:7 
Is. 30.7 
Ps. 78.33; Jer 16.19 

    
A designation for false gods  

Translated “idols” 
Deut. 32:21 
1 Kings 16:13, 26  
Ps. 31:6 
Jer 1:3, 8, 15; 8.19;14:22; 51:8  
Jonah 2:8 
 

  



 
Usage in Ecclesiastes 

Opening and Conclusion    
Labor 9x 
The Brevity of Life 5x 
The Inevitability of Death 4x 
Wealth 4x  
Lack of Justice 3x 
Words objecting the Lord’s sovereignty 2x 
Pleasure 1x   
Fools/Folly 1x    
 
Shades of meaning will be discussed in each passage ranging from: 
transient, dissatisfying, frustrating, empty, sorry, senseless, 
mysterious, painful inability to understand life 
 

 
B. The Extent of “Vanity” 
 
Vanity of vanities = (intensification like “holy of holies”  = utterly transitory,)  
 
ALL is vanity… all of what?  
  

All of life? 
All of the universe? 
All of life lived in a certain way? 
All of certain kind of people? 

 
All cannot include absolutely everything since: 
 

God’s plan isn’t meaningless and futile! 
 
Fear/Faith in him is not vanity. 
 
Waiting for future judgment isn’t fruitless 
 
Wise men’s words (“well driven nails”) 
 
Time after the time “under the sun” isn’t meaningless 
 Reward, death of death! 

 

  



Similarities to Themes from the early Chapters of Genesis bring clarity: 
Themes from the early chapters of Genesis developed in Ecclesiastes: 
  

Key text:  Gen 3:17-19  curse and death   
Ecc 2:14-17; 5:15-16; 6:6; 9:2-3; 3:18-21; 7:1-4; 12:1-7 death  

 
Key name:  Adam Ecc 1:13 "sons of the Adam/man"  

 
Results of the Fall:  

Ecc. 3:9 toil and suffering  
Ecc. 2:11; 17-20 futility of labor  
Ecc.7:29 original sin  
Ecc. 7:20 universal depravity  
Ecc. 4:4 rivalry (Cain and Abel)  
Ecc. 4:9-12 benefits of companionship  
Ecc. 6:10 the naming of creation  

 
Ecclesiastes is, at its heart, an applicational commentary on Genesis 3. Therefore, 
Solomon's "cynicism" is not cynicism; it's realism in a world still laboring under the 
Curse (Ecc 1:14-15) 

 
 
All = “Not one area of life is untouched by the frustration of life in a sin cursed world.”  
 
 
 
• Ecclesiastes' goal is to teach you to live skillfully, calmly, and stably in a world full of 
frustration.  
 
• Ecclesiastes teaches you how to handle life, not when things go wrong, but in a world that is 
wrong. 


