
Introduction to Ecclesiastes 
 
Author, Solomon a man of: 

Great Lineage  Son of David the “man after God’s own heart” 
 
Great Privileges 2 Samuel 7:12-13a Temple 
 
Great Promises 2 Samuel 7:13b-17  
 
Great Wisdom 1 Kings 3:12; 4:29ff 
 
Great Kingdom 1 Kings 4.21ff; 2 Chronicles 9.26 
 
Great Wealth  I Kings 914ff & 2 Chron. 9.16ff  

9.27 silver common as stones 
    
Great Military Might 2 Chron. 9.25 4000 stall, 12,000 horsemen  
   9.28 horses from Egypt and all countries 
 
Great Warnings 2 Samuel 7:14 “When he commits iniquity…”   

    2 Chron. 7:19ff “If you turn aside…”  
   1 Kings 9.6 “If you turn away…” 
 
Great Failures  “Do not multiply horses” Deut. 17.16 

“Do not multiply silver” Deut. 17:17b   
Polygamy and foreign marriages were forbidden Deut. 17:17a 
Yet…Marriage to Pharaoh’s Daughter 1 Kings 3.1 
700 wives and 300 concubines 1 Kings 11:1- 13 READ 
 
Common practice of kings, would not have been considered a 
great sin by worldly standards. 

 
Great Grace 2 Chron 11.16-17 Those who “set their hearts on seeking the 

LORD God of Israel followed them to Jerusalem to sacrifice to 
the LORD God of their fathers. They strengthened the kingdom 
of Judah…for they walked in the way of David and Solomon” 

   
Nehemiah 13.23ff 
Did not Solomon king of Israel sin regarding these things? Yet 
… he was loved by his God, and God made him king over all 
Israel; nevertheless the foreign women caused even him to sin. 

 
 
Ecclesiastes was written in old age, in the wake of this failure! 
“Make your own mistakes, but you don’t have to make mine!” 



Purpose 
Not hedonism  Not cynicism   Not Fatalism 
 
Discovered by noting the prologue, epilogue, and recurring themes:  
 

Prologue 
 

Epilogue 12:8-14 
 
 vs. 11 given by one shepherd = divine inspiration = “thus says the LORD” 
 

  vs. 13 Fear God  
   cf 3.14, 5.7, 7.18, 8.12-13 

 
 vs. 14  There is a time appointed for judgment  
  cf 3.17, 9.1 
 
Recurring Themes 

 
Vanity (38x) 
 
Under the sun (28x) 
  
Striving after the wind (9x) 
 
“I perceived… said in my heart… gave my heart to consider” (15x) 
 
“There is nothing better for a man…” (9x) 
 
Fear of God (6x) 
 
Good things are a gift from God (4x) 
 
God will judge the wicked and the righteous (5x) 
 
Though judgment is delayed, God is presently evaluating men’s lives (7x)  

 
  Eat/drink/enjoy labor as a gift from God (6x conclusions of major sections) 
 
 

 

 

 



Somon’s purpose in writing it teach us how to respond to the gap between what we know 
to be true about God and his ways and what we observe “under the sun”. Man’s wants to 
know how it all fits together yet cannot find out (3:10-11) 
 
Every passage in the book must be interpreted in the light of Solomon’s stated purpose in 
the conclusion (12:13-14):  
 

Life is to be characterized by  
 
  Fearing God faith-filled submission to His will and timing 

Not Doubt 
Not bringing accusations against God when afflictions come or 
judgment is delayed 

 
  Obeying God  
 
  Trusting God  That all will be brought to judgment  
    Wait on God for beauty of the plan to be revealed 

For the judgment of unresolved wickedness  
  
Outline 
 
1.1-2.26  Solomon’s Personal Experiences: There is no satisfaction in life without God 

Blessing 
 
3.1-v.20  Solomon’s Personal Observances: the bestowal of blessing is regulated by 

God in a beautiful but inscrutable plan that God designed man to long to 
know.  

 
6.1-8.15 Under the sun, there appear to be inequalities in that plan: 
  Much tension is relieved by realizing that:  
    Not all prosperity is good for a men 
   Not all affliction is bad for men  
   But not all mystery is removed … 
 
8.16-12.14 Remaining mystery shouldn’t keep us from: 

Joy 
Hard work 
Contemplating death and judgment 

 
 
 
 
 
 


