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The Certainty of Christ’s Second Coming 
Part 3: God’s Perfect Timing  

 2 Peter 3:8-9 
 

Peter reminds believers of two aspects of the Lord’s relationship to time  
which explain the apparent delay in the return of Christ.  

 
 
1. God Sovereign Rule of Time [vs. 8] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. God Saving Use of Time [vs. 9] 
 

A. Time Displays His Patience [vs.9a] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  B. Time Displays His Mercy [vs. 9b] 
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The Biblical Complexity of God’s Will or Desires 

How are we to understand statements like “God does not wish for any to perish but that all 
should come to repentance” when clearly all men do not repent?”  How can God want 
something that doesn’t come to pass? The answer lies in distinguishing what is meant by 
God’s will or desires in any given passage.  
 
Sometimes in Peter’s writings, the Lord’s “will”, “desires”, or “wishes” are describing events 
that the Lord has declared would come to pass; the events which He actively and 
sovereignly brings about. Some have called this God’s Decreed or Sovereign Will.   
 

“For it is better for you to suffer for doing right, if that should be God’s will, 
than for doing wrong” (1 Peter 3:17).  
 
“Let those who suffer according to God’s will do right and entrust their souls 
to a faithful creator” (1 Peter 4:19) 

 
At other times Peter speaks of the Lord’s “will” as that which God has declared is pleasing 
or displeasing to him; a standard by which we are instructed to live. Some have called this 
God’s Moral Will. 
 

 “Such is the will of God, that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of 
foolish men” (1 Peter 2:15). 

 
“Live the rest of your lives in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men but for 
the will of God” (1 Peter 4:2).  
 

Many other biblical writers speak of the “will of God” with the same varied meanings. At 
times, a single event in scripture simultaneously described in one passage as being in 
accordance with and against the “will” or “desires” of God. Knowing what is being 
described by the “will” or “desires” of God in each passage is critical to a correct 
understanding of God’s complex nature.  
 
 Judas’ betrayal of Christ  

One the one hand, this event is against God’s moral will. Luke 22.3 says that it 
was inspired by Satan himself.   
 
On the other hand, it was according to God’s decretive will.  

“Jesus was “delivered up according to the predetermined plan 
[desire/will] and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2.23) 



3 
 

Herod, Pilate, the Jews, and the Gentile soldiers’ mistreatment of Jesus  
Their actions and attitudes were sinful and thus contrary to the moral will of 
God. 
 
Nevertheless, their course was a part of the decreed will of God: 

“Truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy 
servant Jesus…both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with Gentiles and the 
peoples of Israel to do whatever Your hand and Your plan 
[desire/will] had predestined to take place.” (Acts 4:27-28)  

 
Pharaoh’s Hardness of Heart 

Pharaoh’s hardness of heart was against the moral will of God who had 
commanded him through Moses, “Let my people go, that they may serve me” 
(Exodus 8.1). Despite this direct, repeated command, and the horrific plagues 
of God’s judgment that followed, Pharaoh hardened his heart (Exodus 8:15, 
32). He himself acknowledged it as sinful, “Now therefore forgive, I pray, my 
sin” (Exodus 10:17). 
 
Yet, Pharaoh’s hard heartedness was a part of God’s decreed will: 

“When you go back to Egypt, see you do all those wonders before 
Pharaoh, which I have put in your hand; but I will harden his heart, so 
that he will not let the people go.” (Exodus 4:21) 

   
 King Sihon’s Hardness of Heart (Deut. 2:26-27; 30) 
 
 Israel’s Hardness of Heart  

Because Israel was commanded to see, hear, and respond in faith to God 
(Isaiah 42:18), we know that this was God’s moral will for them. 
 
Yet, God “Gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes, that should not see and ears that 
should not hear, down to this very day… a hardening has come upon part of 
Israel, until the full number of the Gentiles come in…”  
(Romans 11:7-9; 25-26). 
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The Death of the Wicked  
 
 “[Eli] said to [his sons] “Why do you do such things, the evil things that I hear 

from all these people “No, my sons; for the report is not good which I hear the 
LORD’S people circulating. “If one man sins against another, God will mediate 
for him; but if a man sins against the LORD, who can intercede for him?” But 
they would not listen to the voice of their father, for the LORD desired to put 
them to death.” (1 Samuel 2:22-25) 

“Do I have any pleasure in the death of the wicked,” declares the Lord GOD, 
that he should turn from his ways and live?...For I have no pleasure in the 
death of anyone who dies,” declares the Lord GOD. “Therefore, repent and live 
(Ezekiel 18:23, 32) 

“Say to them, ‘As I live!’ declares the Lord GOD, ‘I take no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn 
back, turn back from your evil ways! Why then will you die, O house of 
Israel?’ (Ezekiel 33:11) 

   “For if He causes grief, then He will have compassion According to His 
abundant lovingkindness. For He does not afflict willingly [lit. ‘from His 
heart’] or grieve the sons of men.” (Lamentations 3:32-33) 

 
 
“In [God’s] great and mysterious heart there are kinds of longings and desires that are 
real— they tell us something true about his character. Yet not all of these longings govern 
God's actions. He is governed by the depth of his wisdom expressed through a plan that no 
ordinary human deliberation would ever conceive (Romans 11:33-36; 1 Corinthians 2:9). 
There are holy and just reasons for why the affections of God's heart have the nature and 
intensity and proportion that they do.”  
 
Taken from: “Are there Two Wills in God?” by John Piper 
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/are-there-two-wills-in-god 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2011.33-36
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%202.9
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/are-there-two-wills-in-god

