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9.1.2 The Seriousness of Sin. 

9.1.2.1 The Universality of Sin. 

• 1 Kings 8:46. 

• Psalm 14:3; 53:3; 143:2. 

• Proverbs 20:9. 

• Isaiah 53:6. 

• Matthew 19:17. 

• Romans 3:10–18, 23. 

9.1.2.2 The Consequences of Sin. 

9.1.2.2.1 For Satan. 

• Satan is most cursed—Genesis 3:14. 

• Satan is debased (i.e., dust-eater)—Genesis 3:14. 

• Strife with the woman—Genesis 3:15. 

• Strife between his offspring—Genesis 3:15. 

• Satan is defeated—Genesis 3:15 (cf. Romans 16:20; Galatians 3:16). 

9.1.2.2.2 For Creation. 

• The ground is cursed—Genesis 3:17. 

• Creation is subject to futility—Romans 8:19–22. 

9.1.2.2.3 For Animals. 

• The animals are cursed—Genesis 3:14. 

• The animals are terrified of man—Genesis 9:2. 
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9.1.2.2.4 For Woman. 

• Relational strife with children—The woman’s childbearing pain was 

multiplied (Genesis 3:16). 

1) This certainly speaks of her child-bearing (i.e., birthing) pains. 

2) This may also speak of her child-rearing pains. 

• Relational strife with her husband—The wife’s desire is for her 

husband who would rule over her (Genesis 3:16)—The term 

“desire” (ְתשּוָקה) is only used three times in Scripture (Genesis 

3:16; 4:7; Song of Solomon 7:10). It is derived from the Hebrew 

word שּוק, meaning “to attract, impel, of desire, affection.” 

“Lexically and etymologically, the term שּוְק is shrouded in 

obscurity…”72 There are four prominent interpretations on this: 

1) Her desire will be subject to her husband—Her husband will 

rule over her like a despot. This interpretation is highly 

unlikely because a man cannot rule over a woman’s desires. 

Desires are innate and individualistic. 

2) She will (sexually) desire her husband—This interpretation is 

unlikely for several reasons: 

a. The context implies a curse, not a blessing. 

b. A different word could have been used to more 

clearly infer a desire that is strictly sexual in nature. 

c. It seems rather disconnected from the preceding and 

following clauses.  

d. It would imply that a woman’s desire for her husband 

was untainted by the Fall. 

e. An increased sexually desire for her husband seems 

contrary to very common marital problems of 

withholding, disinterest, and/or adulterous affairs. 

 
72 Irvin A. Busenitz, “Woman’s Desire for Man: Genesis 3:16 Reconsidered,” Grace Theological Journal 7, no. 2 (1986): 
206. 
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3) Her desire to have an immense longing, yearning, and 

psychological dependence on her husband—Derived from 

the word’s usage in Song of Solomon 7:10, her desire may be 

so strong for intimacy with her husband, that she is 

dissatisfied with anything less. The implications being: 

a. Though having children might be painful, she will still 

sexually desire her husband. 

b. Though her husband’s rule might be domineering, she 

will still desire to be with him. 

c. Just as sin alienated man from wife in Genesis 3:16, so 

did it alienate man from God in Genesis 4:7. 

4) Her desire will be to control her husband—Derived from the 

word’s usage in Genesis 4:7. Though many commentators 

agree that Genesis 4:7 is one of the most difficult passages in 

all of Scripture to explicate, the implied meaning accords 

with several passages of Scripture commanding the woman 

to be subject to her husband in all things. 

9.1.2.2.5 For Man. 

• Vanity (i.e., futility) in work—Man will toil all the days of his life for 

sustenance (Genesis 3:17–19). 

• Vanity (i.e., futility) in life—Man will return to the dust, debased in 

death (Genesis 3:19). 

o Shame that hides from God—Genesis 3:7–9; John 3:20. 

o Guilt that drives him away from God—Genesis 3:24; 4:11–

16. 

o Unrepentance that incites God’s wrath—Genesis 6:3; 

Romans 2:5. 
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9.1.2.3 The Wages of Sin. 

9.1.2.3.1 Condemnation of Guilt. 

• Psalm 32:5 

• One transgression renders one guilty of breaking the entire Law—

James 2:10. 

• All sin, irrespective of degree, is equally heinous before God— 

 SCRIPTURAL EXAMPLES OF SINFUL EQUIVOCATIONS  

Sins of Equivalence Reference 

1) Insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry 1 Samuel 15:23. 

2) Rebellion is as the sins of divination 1 Samuel 15:23. 

3) Unsanctioned divorce is liable for adultery. Matthew 5:31–32. 

4) Swearing an oath is liable as evil. Matthew 5:33–37. 

5) Resisting injustice is liable as wrong. Matthew 5:38–42. 

6) Hating your enemies is liable as unrighteous. Matthew 5:43–48. 

• All hidden sins of the heart are still liable before God’s court— 

 SCRIPTURAL EXAMPLES OF HIDDEN SINS OF THE HEART  

The Seriousness of Sin Reference 

1) Anger is liable for murder in the heart. 

• First degree—calling them a fool. 

• Second degree—calling them a “good-for-nothing.” 

• Third degree—just being angry. 

Matthew 5:21–26 

(cf. 18:7–9; Mark 

9:42–48). 

2) Lust is liable for adultery in the heart. Matthew 5:27–30. 

3) Love of the world is treachery against God. 1 John 2:15. 

 
Source: Systematic Theology.73   

 
73 Frame, Systematic Theology, 964. 

Three Effects of Sin 
Punishment Corruption 

Guilt 
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9.1.2.3.2 Condemnation of Death. 

• Romans 6:23. 

• Spiritual Death—The immediate “state of spiritual alienation from 

God.”74 

o Matthew 8:22. 

o Luke 15:24. 

o Ephesians 2:1, 5. 

o Colossians 2:13. 

• Physical Death—The future state of physical alienation from a 

physical body.  

o Physical death is a body without a spirit— 

▪ Genesis 35:18. 

▪ John 19:20. 

▪ 2 Corinthians 5:8. 

▪ James 2:26. 

o Physical death returns our mortal bodies to the dust—

Genesis 3:19 (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:1–4). 

o Physical death is a fear of man—Hebrews 2:15. 

o Physical death is an enemy of man—1 Corinthians 15:26. 

o Physical death applies to all men (excluding those who are 

alive at Christ’s return)— 

▪ 1 Corinthians 15:22. 

▪ Hebrews 9:27. 

• Second Death—The eternal state of spiritual and physical alienation 

from God. 

▪ Matthew 10:28; 25:46. 

▪ Luke 12:1. 

▪ Revelation 20:6, 11–15. 

 
74 MacAuthur and Mayhue, Biblical Doctrine: A Systematic Summary of Bible Truth, 460. 
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9.1.2.3.3 The Judgment of God. 

• God will judge in truth and righteousness and with equity—Psalm 

9:8; Revelation 19:2. 

• According to their deeds—Revelation 20:12–15. 

• Stubborn, unrepentant heart—Romans 2:5–6. 

• Willful sinning after receiving the knowledge of the truth—

Hebrews 10:26.  

• Not believing the truth—John 3:18; 2 Thessalonians 2:12.  

• Those outside the church—1 Corinthians 5:13.  

• Knowing what is right and not doing it—James 4:17. 

• Every act, whether hidden, good or bad—Ecclesiastes 12:14. 

• All ungodliness and unrighteousness that suppresses the truth—

Romans 1:18. 

• Empty words—Ephesians 5:6. 

• Every careless word—Matthew 12:36–37. 

• Ungodly deeds and harsh words spoken against Him—Jude 1:15. 

• The thoughts and intentions of the heart—Hebrews 4:12. 

• The motive of the heart—1 Corinthians 4:5. 

• The secrets of men—Romans 2:16 (cf. Matthew 10:27; Luke 12:3).  
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9.2 Where Did Sin Come From? 

9.2.1 The Entrance of Sin. 

• The Law—Genesis 2:17. 

• The Temptation—Genesis 3:1–5. 

o Eve adds to God’s Word—“or touch it.” 

o Eve deducts from God’s Word—she minimized God’s 

warning by omitting the emphatic infinitive (“you shall surely 

die”) to a negative purpose (“lest or in order that you do not 

die”). 

• The Fall—Genesis 3:6–7. 

o The Responsible Party— 

▪ Adam, who was created first—1 Timothy 2:13. 

▪ Adam, whom the instruction was given—Genesis 

2:17. 

▪ Adam, who was present—as indicated by the plural 

“you.” 

▪ Adam, who listened to the voice of his wife over 

God—Genesis 3:17. 

▪ Adam, who was not deceived—1 Timothy 2:14 (cf. 2 

Corinthians 11:3)—he ate with his eyes wide open and 

after he ate, both of their eyes were opened. 

o Sin’s Entrance— 

▪ Shame—Genesis 3:7. 

▪ Hide from each other—Genesis 3:8. 

▪ Hide from God—Genesis 3:8. 

▪ Excuse / blame their sin on others—Genesis 3:12–13. 
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9.2.2 The Transmission of Sin. 

9.2.2.1 Original Sin—Man’s Polluted Roots. 

Original sin may be defined as “the sinful state and condition in which men 
are born.” It is so designated because: (1) “it is derived from the original root 
of the human race (Adam), (2) it is present in the life of every individual from 
the time of his birth, and (3) it is the inward root of all the actual sins that 
defile the life of man.” Simply stated, it refers to “the corruption of our whole 
nature.”75 

• The uniqueness of Adam’s sin—Only Adam’s sin plunged all of 

humanity into depravity (Romans 5:12–14). 

• The corruption of Adam’s seed—Since all men are born by the 

corrupt seed of Adam, they have inherited his sinful nature 

(Romans 5:17–19). 

• The culpability of Adam’s sin—All men are culpable even though 

original sin is a factor. 

o Man’s overall being is a sinner in conception—Psalm 51:5b. 

o Every man becomes a perverse sinner in birth—Psalm 51:5a. 

▪ Inherits a corrupt body that wastes away because of 

sin—Psalm 31:10; 32:3–4. 

▪ Inherits a corrupt heart that is only evil continually—

Genesis 6:5; 8:21. 

▪ Inherits a corrupt mind that is ruined and hostile 

towards God—Man’s intellectual capacity is described 

by twelve negative Greek words in the New 

Testament. 

1) Debased—Romans 1:28. 

2) Hardened—2 Corinthians 3:14. 

3) Blinded—2 Corinthians 4:4. 

4) Futile—Ephesians 4:17. 

5) Darkened—Ephesians 4:18. 

6) Hostile—Colossians 1:21. 

7) Deluded—Colossians 2:4. 

8) Deceived—Colossians 2:8. 

9) Sensuous—Colossians 2:18. 

10) Depraved—1 Timothy 6:5. 

 
75 Enns, The Moody Handbook of Theology, 324. 
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11) Corrupted—2 Timothy 3:8. 

12) Defiled—Titus 1:15. 

▪ Inherits a corrupt will that resists God—Galatians 

5:17. 

▪ Inherits corrupt emotions that sets one’s interest on 

the things of man and not the things of God—

Matthew 16:22–23. 

o Every man (without exception) commits transgressions in 

life—Sin is the fruit of a corrupt tree, not merely an outward 

act (1 Kings 8:46; Ephesians 2:1, 3). 

▪ Man is no longer concerned with the thoughts of God, 

but the thinking of men—Psalm 54:1; Romans 1:25. 

▪ Man no longer has spiritual sight, but is blinded by 

Satan to the glory of God—2 Corinthians 4:4. 

▪ Man is no longer wise, but foolish—Psalm 14:1; Titus 

3:3. 

▪ Man is no longer alive to God, but rather dead in their 

sins—Romans 8:5–11. 

▪ Man no longer sets their affections on the things 

above, but on the things of earth—Colossians 3:2. 

▪ Man no longer walks in light, but rather in darkness—

John 12:35–36, 46. 

▪ Man no longer possesses eternal life, but rather faces 

eternal death (i.e., eternal separation from God)—2 

Thessalonians 1:9. 

▪ Man no longer lives in the realm of the Spirit, but 

rather the flesh—Romans 8:1–5.76 

 A COMPARISON OF SEVERAL ASPECTS OF SIN  

Aspect Scripture Transmission 
Principal 

Consequence Remedy 

Inherited Sin Ephesians 2:3 Original sin of 
Adam. 

Spiritual death Redemption 

Imputed Sin 
 

Romans 5:13 
 

Total depravity 
against God. 

Physical death 
 

Justification 

Personal Sins Romans 3:23; 
1 John 1:9 

Personal 
choice. 

Loss of 
fellowship 

Forgiveness 

Source: Basic Theology.77 

  

 
76 Adapted from Mortenson and Ury, Coming to Grips with Genesis, 120–22. 
77 Adapted from Ryrie, Basic Theology, 263. 
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9.2.2.2 Total Depravity. 

Total depravity emphasizes the devastating impact of sin on the person and 
covers three related concepts: (1) the pollution and corruption of all aspects 
of a person; (2) the complete inability of a person to please God; and (3) 
universality, in that all are conceived and born as sinners.78 

9.2.2.2.1 Total Corruption—Man’s Perpetual Resistance. 

• God’s Powerful Indictments—Romans 3:9–18. 

1) None righteous 

2) None who understands 

3) None who seek for God 

4) All have turned aside 

5) All have become useless 

6) None who do good 

7) Their throat is an open grave 

8) Their tongues are deceitful 

9) Their lips are venomous 

10) Their mouth is full of cursing 

11) Their feet are swift to kill 

12) Their paths are destruction and misery  

13) They know not the path of peace 

14) Their eyes do not fear God 

• Man’s Persistent Incitements— 

o Blame shifts—Genesis 3:11–13. 

o Ignores / denies sin—Jeremiah 6:14. 

o Redefines sin—Isaiah 5:20. 

o Celebrates sin—Romans 1:32. 

9.2.2.2.2 Total Inability—Man’s Perverted Reasoning. 

• Ill-Conditioned—Man is spiritually dead in sin. He cannot know 

what is objectively true about God. 

Romans 3:9–18 Colossians 1:21–22 

Helpless—without strength. 

Ungodly—without God. 

Sinners—state of being. 

Enemies—of God. 

Alienated—separated from God. 

Hostile in mind—opposed to God. 

Engaged in evil deeds—working 

against God. 

 
78 MacAuthur and Mayhue, Biblical Doctrine: A Systematic Summary of Bible Truth, 467. 
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• Ill-Informed—Man is spiritually blind to truth. He is not 

autonomous, but ignorant as to spiritual matters. 

o John 3:1–8. 

o 2 Corinthians 4:4. 

• Ill-Equipped—Man is spiritually helpless in sin. He is unable to see 

or hear to examine. 

o Jeremiah 13:23. 

o Matthew 19:25–26. 

o 1 Corinthians 2:14. 

9.2.2.2.3 Total Universality—Man’s Profane Reputation. 

• Discussed proverbially in Job— 

o Original Sin—Job 4:7; 15:14–16. 

o Total Depravity—Job 14:4; 25:4–6. 

• Noted by Solomon— 

o Original Sin—1 Kings 8:46; Ecclesiastes 7:20. 

o Total Depravity—Ecclesiastes 7:29b; 9:3. 

• Heralded by Jeremiah— 

o Original Sin—Jeremiah 17:9b. 

o Total Depravity—Jeremiah 17:9a. 

• Confirmed by Jesus— 

o Original Sin—Mark 7:30–23. 

o Total Depravity—John 2:23–25. 
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9.2.2.3 Proposed Theological Explanations. 

• The Pelagian View—Pelagius, a British monk, claimed that Adam’s 

sin had no little to no effect on his posterity—“that man was free of 

original sin and able to choose the good.”79 Pelagius was later 

declared a heretic at the Synod of Jerusalem, the Synod of Carthage 

and Mileve (416), and the Council of Ephesus (431). 

• The Realistic View (aka, Seminal Headship, Realism, Augustine 

View)—Augustus stanchly opposed the Pelagian View by 

emphasizing God’s grace, claiming that all humanity were present 

in Adam’s seed when he sinned and, therefore, participated in it. 

• The Mediate Imputation View (Semi-Pelagian)—A Semi-Pelagian 

View was later adopted by the Roman Catholic Church because it 

conformed to their doctrine of works-based salvation—grace and 

free-will working together. This view espoused that idea that 

Adam’s sin only affected him though his posterity inherited his 

depraved nature. 

• The Arminian View (Semi-Pelagian)—Jacobus Arminius (1560–

1609) also later adopted a modified version of The Pelagian View in 

order to support his Arminian View. The Arminian View supposes 

that one may gain or lose their salvation based on what he 

chooses—he may choose righteousness through divine 

enablement. 

• The Representative View (aka Federal Headship)—The reformers, 

who disputed the Arminian View, subscribed to the Representative 

View first propounded by Cocceius (1603–1669). This view 

proposed that Adam’s sin is reckoned to his descendants because 

he acted as their representative. 

• The Unexplained Solidarity View (Personal Sin View)—Expresses 

the concept of original sin, total depravity, and human culpability. 

9.3 Why Did God Allow Sin? 

• Demonstrate His perfect patience—1 Timothy 1:16. 

• To show His mercy—Romans 11:32. 

• To show the surpassing riches of His grace—Ephesians 2:7.  

 
79 Enns, The Moody Handbook of Theology, 440. 


