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10.1.2.1.1 Biblical Terms. 

MERCY 
Hebrew: ָחַמל (chāmal) | Greek: οἰκτίρω (oiktirō). 

A gentle mercy that spares or holds back out of compassion and pity. 

 Genesis 19:16. 

 Isaiah 63:9. 

 Ezekiel 16:5. 

 Romans 9:15. 

Hebrew: ָרַחם (rācham) | Greek: σπλάγχνον (splagchnon). 

A tender mercy that shows love, compassion and pity. 

 Exodus 33:19. 

 Psalm 103:13. 

 Isaiah 30:18; 55:7. 

 Colossians 3:12. 

 1 John 3:17. 

Hebrew: ָחַסד (hāsad) | Greek: ἐλεέω (eleeō). 

A favorable mercy that “…has a strong relational or covenantal 
flavor”87 and is “…one of the most theologically significant words in 
the Bible.”88 

 Exodus 20:6. 

 Deuteronomy 7:9, 12. 

 Psalm 119:41. 

 Romans 9:15, 18; 11:30–31. 

 Ephesians 2:4. 

 1 Peter 2:10. 

ATONEMENT / PROPITIATION 

Hebrew: ָּכַפר (kāphar) | Greek: ἱλάσκομαι (hilaskomai). 

To atone, appease / pacify God’s wrath, or make propitiation by 
means of a ransom. The etymological development of the Hebrew 
term may imply both a covering over and/or washing away of. 

 Leviticus 4:5; 10:17; 17:11. 

 Jeremiah 18:23. 

 Daniel 9:21. 

 Luke 18:13. 

 Romans 3:25. 

 Hebrews 2:17; 8:12; 9:5. 

 1 John 2:2; 4:10. 

 
87 Demarest and Feinberg, The Cross and Salvation, 71. 
88 Zemek, The Word of God in the Child of God, 149. Also says, “Treatises on this term abound, but its depths are 
unfathomable, and its multifaceted connotations seem to be irreducible.” 
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THEOLOGICAL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TWO TRANSLATIONS 
PROPITIATION EXPIATION 

 The removal of God’s wrath. 

 The remedy for man’s sin—
God’s provision. 

 The reward of Christ’s 
death—God’s satisfaction. 

 The removal of sin itself. 

 The word propitiation comes from the word propitious, 
meaning, “kind” or “favorable.” It is the only English word 
that is suited to describe the process by which God brings us 
out of “a state of wrath against us to a state of being 
favorably disposed towards us…. Propitiation is the 
satisfaction of God's righteous anger for our sins through a 
payment…—the blood of His Son.”89 

o Christ gave Himself up for us—Ephesians 5:2. 

o Christ laid down His life for us—John 10:11, 15; 
15:13; 1 John 3:16. 

o Christ suffered / tasted death /died for us—1 
Thessalonians 5:10; Hebrews 2:9; 1 Peter 2:21. 

o Christ offered Himself up for us as a sacrifice for sin—
Hebrews 7:27; 9:26; 10:12. 

o Christ died for sins—1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 3:18. 

o Christ died to deliver the sinner—Romans 5:6–8 (cf. 
Romans 8:32); 2 Corinthians 5:14–15. 

o Christ died as the sin-cursed substitute—Isaiah 53:5–
6, 11–12; Romans 15:3; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 
3:13; 1 Peter 2:24. 

o Christ’s body was broken, and His blood poured out 
as the sacrifice for the New Covenant—Luke 22:19–
20; 1 Corinthians 11:24. 

 
89 Todd Murray, The Theological Foundations of Brotherly Love (Part 3), The Epistles of John: Letters from (Jupiter, 
FL, 2022), accessed February 13, 2022, http://www.gibcjupiter.org/pages/sermons/detail/sermon/13620. 
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10.1.2.1.2 The Necessity for Atonement. 

 THE FORESHADOWING AND FULFILMENT OF ATONEMENT  
 Mosaic Covenant New Covenant 

Sin’s 
Covering: 

 The Passover—A festival of 
remembrance of the last plague of 
death that passed over households 
covered by the blood of the 
sacrificial lamb. 
o Exodus 12:1–28. 
o Leviticus 23:4–8. 
o Numbers 9:1–14; 28:16–25. 
o Deuteronomy 16:1–8. 

 Christ, our Passover Lamb—Christ 
was the sacrificial Lamb, whose 
blood covers over the sinner so 
that the wrath of God might pass 
over him. 
o 1 Corinthians 5:7. 

Sin’s 
Release: 

 The Day of Atonement—A festival 
of appeasement in which two 
goats were presented: one for a 
sin offering and the other for a 
scapegoat. Upon the sacrifice of 
the one, the scapegoat would be 
set free. 
o Exodus 30:10–30. 
o Leviticus 16:1–34; 23:26–32; 

25:9. 
o Numbers 29:7–11. 

 Christ, our Substitutionary 
Sacrifice—Christ became the 
sacrificial lamb in our stead by 
which we escape and are set free. 

 
 
 

o 2 Corinthians 5:21. 
o Revelation 1:5. 

Sin’s 
Cleansing: 

 The Levitical Sacrificial System—A 
shadow of the good things to come:
o The Law made nothing 

perfect—Hebrews 7:17. 
o The mediating priests were all 

sinners—Hebrews 7:27; 9:25. 
o The continual sacrifices can 

never make perfect—Hebrews 
9:25; 10:1; 11. 

o God did not delight in such 
sacrifices—Hebrews 10:6. 
 

o It was impossible for the 
sacrifices to atone for sin—
Psalm 40:6; 51:16; Hosea 6:6; 
Micah 6:6–8; Hebrews 10:4, 11. 

o The Law could not perfect our 
conscience—Hebrews 9:9–10. 

o The Law could not give eternal 
life—Hebrews 9:9–10. 

 Christ, our Perfect Sacrifice—The 
fulfilment of the Law: 
o Christ was made perfect—

Hebrews 5:9; 7:28. 
o Christ was a perfect 

mediator—Hebrews 9:11–12; 
10:10, 12–14. 

o Christ’s one sacrifice makes 
perfect—Hebrews 9:26; 10:14; 
11:40; 12:23. 

o God desired Christ’s sacrifice—
Isaiah 53:6; Hebrews 10:9. 

o Christ’s sacrifice fully atones 
for sins—Hebrews 9:28; 1 
Peter 2:24; 1 John 3:5. 
 

o Christ’s sacrifice cleanses our 
conscience—Hebrews 9:14. 

o Christ is the giver of eternal 
life—Romans 6:23. 
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10.1.2.1.3 The Nature of Atonement. 

 The LORD will provide—Genesis 22:8, 14. 

10.1.2.1.3.1 Theories of the Atonement. 

 THEORIES OF ATONEMENT90  
Theory Source Teaching Weaknesses / Error 

Ransom 
(I.e., Classic, 
Christus Victor) 

Origen 
(AD 184–254) 

“The death of Christ was a 
ransom paid to Satan to satisfy 
any claims Satan had against 
man.”91 

 The Bible does not specify to 
whom the ransom was paid. 

 Sin’s offense was against 
God, not Satan. 

 The cross was Satan’s defeat. 
Recapitulation Irenaeus 

(AD 130–200) 
Christ experienced all Adam did, 
including sin so that His 
obedience is substituted for 
Adam’s disobedience. 

 Contradicts Christ’s 
sinlessness (1 John 3:5). 

Satisfaction 
(I.e., Judicial, 
Commercial) 

Anselm 
(AD 1033–1109) 

Sin robbed God of His honor; and 
Christ’s death restored His honor 
enabling Him to forgive sinners. 

 The basis of Christ’s death is 
His love, not His honor. 

 Ignores penal substitution. 
Moral 
Influence 

Abelard 
(AD 1079–1142) 

Christ’s death was not necessary 
to atone for sin but was 
influential in softening hearts 
unto repentance. 

 The basis of Christ’s death is 
His love, not His holiness. 

 Atonement viewed as 
unnecessary. 

Example Socinus 
(AD 1539–1604) 
Also, Miley 
Wardlaw 

Christ’s death was not necessary 
to atone for sin but was served 
as an example of obedience to 
inspire reform. 

 Views Christ as only a man. 
 Atonement viewed as 

unnecessary. 

Governmental 
(I.e., Rectoral) 

Grotius 
(AD 1583–1645) 

Christ’s death was a token 
payment, not a required 
payment, to show God’s 
displeasure with sin. 

 God is subject to change. 
 God’s Law may be set aside. 
 God forgives without 

payment for sin. 
Accident A. Schweitzer 

(AD 1875–1965) 
Christ’s death was a mistake and 
the unfortunate result of a 
Messiah complex. 

 Christ’s death was a mistake. 
 Denies substitutionary 

atonement. 
Dramatic Aulen 

(AD 1879–1978) 
Christ gained power over evil by 
His death. 

 Christ was not omnipotent, 
subject to evil’s power. 

Barthian Barth 
(AD 1886–1968) 

“Christ’s death was principally a 
revelation of God’s love and His 
hatred of sin.” 

 Christ’s death was not 
necessary for atonement. 

 Denies substitutionary 
atonement. 

Penal 
Substitution 

Calvin 
(AD 1509–1564) 

Christ’s unjust death was 
absolutely necessary to atone for 
the sins of an unjust people. 

 Too narrowly defines 
atonement. 

 Does not hermeneutically 
accord with all of Scripture. 

 
90 Adapted from Enns, The Moody Handbook of Theology, 336; and Ryrie, Basic Theology, 355–56. 
91 Ibid., 355. 
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10.1.2.1.3.2 Penal Substitution (I.e., Substitutionary / Vicarious 
Atonement). 

Penal substitution indicates that the Messiah dies in the sinner’s place and 
took upon himself the sinner’s just punishment.92 

 

…the New Testament attaches the concept of penal substitution to the 
cross of Christ by using four Greek prepositions that all have a 
substitutionary force:93 

 Christ gave Himself in place of: ἀντί (anti)—The strongest 

preposition of substitutionary force that gives the sense of “in 
the place of” or “instead of.” 

o Matthew 20:28. o Mark 10:45. 

 Christ died on behalf of: ὑπὲρ (huper)—The second strongest 

preposition of substitutionary force that is the resultant notion 
of ἀντί (“instead of”) and gives the sense of “on behalf of.” 

o Mark 14:24. 

o Luke 22:19–20  
(cf. 1 Corinthians 11:24).

o John 6:51; 10:11, 15 (cf. 
1 John 3:16); 11:50. 

o 2 Corinthians 5:15, 21. 

o Romans 5:6–8; 8:32. 

o Galatians 2:20; 3:13. 

o Ephesians 5:2, 25. 

o 1 Thessalonians 5:10. 

o 1 Timothy 2:6. 

o Titus 2:14. 

o Hebrews 2:9. 

o 1 Peter 3:18. 

 Christ suffered for: περί (peri)—The substitutionary force of 

“for” or “concerning.” 

o 1 Peter 3:18. o 1 John 2:2; 4:10. 

 Christ died for: διά (dia)—The substitutionary force of 

“because of” or “for the sake of.” 

o 1 Corinthians 8:11. o 2 Corinthians 8:9. 

 
92 Demarest and Feinberg, The Cross and Salvation, 171. 
93 MacAuthur and Mayhue, Biblical Doctrine: A Systematic Summary of Bible Truth, 523. 
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Christ’s dying in our place is the only way we can be right with God. His 
death is the only means by which we avert God’s holy and just wrath on the 
day of judgment. The retribution we deserved was poured out on Christ 
instead of us. In penal substitution, then, the mercy and justice of God meet.  
God satisfies his perfect justice and holiness by punishing his Son—Jesus 
the Christ. At the same time, he extends mercy to sinners by forgiving the 
sins of those who trust in Christ.94 

 

Consequently, although the substitutionary theory is the best option, when 
it is viewed, singularly and without qualification, as the theological box into 
which the various verses pertaining to the atonement are put, we find even 
this container to be just a bit too small. Some of the Bible’s exegetical data 
will not fit into it. Hermeneutical hammers and crowbars forged in the 
furnaces of theological presupposition should never be employed to force 
it. The balance of the Bible concerning any and every issue must not be 
violated because of human systems.95 

10.1.2.1.4 The Extent of Atonement. 

10.1.2.1.4.1 Governing Interpretive Principles. 

 Atonement is an infinite and glorious reality that cannot be 
fully understood by finite man—Romans 11:33–36. 

 God has revealed everything we need to know and believe. 

 God will never contradict Himself in His Word. 

10.1.2.1.4.2 Means for Error. 

 Oversimplification—Presumptuously attempting to clarify 
issues the Bible does not clarify. 

 Exceed what is written—Drawing logical conclusions not 
exegetically derived (1 Corinthians 4:6; cf. Proverbs 30:6; 
Revelation 22:18). 

 Fall short of what is written—Ignorantly prioritize one truth 
(i.e., passage) above another as the governing truth. 

 Deduct from what is written—Ignore passages that do not 
uphold a subscribed theological system or presupposition. 

 Deductive study—Impose a theological system on the 
interpretive grid of Scripture. 

 
94 Thomas R. Schreiner et al., The Nature of the Atonement: Four Views, ed. James Beilby and Paul R. Eddy, unknown 
edition. (Downers Grove, Ill: IVP Academic, 2006), 94. 
95 Zemek, A Biblical Theology of the Doctrines of Sovereign Grace, 137. 
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10.1.2.1.4.3 The Divine Decree. 

 A mystery in the Old Testament—Colossians 1:26; Ephesians 
3:3–10 (cf. Deuteronomy 29:29). 

o God’s plan—Isaiah 14:26; Acts 2:23. 

o God’s purpose—Isaiah 40:10–11; Jeremiah 51:12. 

o God’s will—Ephesians 1:11. 

o God’s wisdom—Ephesians 3:10–11. 

o God’s pleasure—Isaiah 46:10; 53:10. 

 For whom did Christ die? 

 PROVISIONAL VIEWS OF CHRIST’S DEATH  
General Particular 

Provided for all Obtained for all 
Provided for all Obtained for the elect 
Provided for the elect Obtained for the elect 
Sufficient for all Efficient for the elect 

o Christ’s death is sufficient for all—The value of 
Christ’s perfect substitution is infinite in merit. 

 Isaiah 53:6. 

 Luke 19:10. 

 John 1:29; 3:16; 4:42. 

 Romans 5:6. 

 2 Corinthians 5:14, 19. 

 Colossians 1:20. 

 1 Timothy 2:6; 4:10. 

 Titus 2:11. 

 Hebrews 2:9. 

 1 John 2:2; 4:14. 

o Christ’s death is efficient for the elect—The efficacy 
of Christ’s perfect substitution is definite: not 
everyone will be saved. 

 Isaiah 53:5. 

 Matthew 1:21; 20:28; 
26:28. 

 John 10:15. 

 Acts 20:28. 

 Romans 5:8. 

 1 Corinthians 15:3. 

 Galatians 1:4; 3:13. 

 Ephesians 5:2, 25. 

 2 Peter 2:1. 
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o Intimate / Remote Substitution—The vicarious death 
of Christ is:96 

 Intimate in effect for the elect (aware of). 
 Remote in effect for the non-elect (unaware of). 
 Objective—Made to God irrespective of its 

reception by any man. 
 Forensic—Meeting every judicial demand of 

God’s holiness, and satisfying Him completely. 
 Effectual—Inseparable from immediate or 

actual application. 
 Definite—Being found to fulfill all which it was 

intended to accomplish in reference to those 
for whom each aspect was designed. 

10.1.2.1.5 The Theological Divide. 

10.1.2.1.5.1 Arminianism. 

 ARMINIAN DOCTRINE (THE REMONSTRANCE)97  
Doctrine Teaching Strengths Weaknesses 

Natural 
Inability 

Man cannot save himself and 
needs the Holy Spirit to effect 
new birth. 

Emphasizes 
God’s work of 
salvation. 

Denies original sin and 
the imputation of sin. 

Conditional 
Election 

God elected those He knew would 
choose Him by their own free will 
and persevere in faith. 

Emphasizes 
man’s 
responsibility. 

God’s choosing was 
reflexive (not 
influenced by anything 
outside of Himself). 

Unlimited 
Atonement 

Christ’s redemption is made 
available to all, but efficacious 
only to those who believe. 

Emphasizes the 
universality of 
the atonement. 

 

Prevenient 
Grace 

When Christ was lifted up, all 
people (without exception) 
received universal grace that 
remedy man’s depravity, “bringing 
all men into a state neutrality by 
which they can accept or reject 
Christ”98 (cf. John 12:32). 

 Denies total inability. 
There is no clear 
indication of this kind 
of prevenient grace in 
Scripture. 

Conditional 
Perseverance 

Believers are empowered to live a 
victorious life but are still capable 
of turning from grace and losing 
their salvation. 

Emphasizes 
human 
participation and 
responsibility. 

Denies eternal security 
and supposes man’s 
free will is supreme to 
God’s free will. 

 
96 Adapted from Justin Mckitterick’s quote of William D. Barrick, The Extent of the Perfect Sacrifice of Christ (GBI Pub, 
2002), 4–5. 
97 Adapted from Enns, The Moody Handbook of Theology, 529. 
98 MacAuthur and Mayhue, Biblical Doctrine: A Systematic Summary of Bible Truth, 555. 
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10.1.2.1.5.2 Calvinism. 

 FIVE POINTS OF CALVINISM99  
Doctrine Teaching Strengths Weaknesses 

Total 
Depravity 

Adam’s sin resulted in the 
fall of all humanity. Man is 
unable to save himself. 

Emphasizes the 
devastation of 
sin. 

 

Unconditional 
Election 

God unconditionally 
elected certain people 
from eternity past to 
salvation. For man was 
dead and unable to 
respond to God. 

Emphasizes the 
immense love, 
mercy, and 
sovereignty of 
God. 

Certain implications 
from the doctrines of 
reprobation and/or 
double-predestination 
are not sustained by 
Scripture. 

Limited 
Atonement 

Christ’s death was only for 
the elect. 

Emphasizes the 
efficacy of Christ’s 
death. 

Certain implications 
about the sufficiency of 
Christ’s atonement are 
called into question.  

Irresistible 
Grace 

God draws to Himself His 
elect through irresistible 
grace, making man willing 
to come to Him when He 
calls. 

Emphasizes the 
grace of God and 
power of the 
Gospel that works 
cooperatively 
with man’s 
independent will. 

 

Perseverance 
of the Saints 

None whom God elected 
will be lost; they are 
eternally secure. 

Emphasizes the 
faithfulness of 
God. 

 

 

 OTHER MAJOR VARIATIONS OF ELECTION WITHIN CALVINISM100  
Supralapsarianism Infralapsarianism Sublapsarianism 

Election—The decree to 
save some and condemn 
others. 

Creation—The decree to 
create human beings. 

Creation—The decree to 
create human beings. 

Creation—The decree to 
create both the elect and 
reprobate. 

Fall—The decree to permit 
the Fall. 

Fall—The decree to permit 
the Fall. 

Fall—The decree to permit 
the Fall of both classes. 

Election—The decree to 
save some and condemn 
others. 

Provision—The decree to 
provide salvation sufficient 
for all. 

Provision for the elect—The 
decree to provide salvation 
only for the elect. 

Provision for the elect—The 
decree to provide salvation 
only for the elect. 

Election—The decree to 
choose some to receive this 
salvation. 

 
99 Adapted from Enns, The Moody Handbook of Theology, 514. 
100 Adapted from Erickson, Christian Theology, 851. 
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10.1.2.1.5.3 Arminianism v. Calvinism. 

 CALVINISM AND ARMINIANISM CONTRASTED101  
Doctrine Arminianism Calvinism 

Depravity Man’s inherited corrupt nature 
from the Fall was removed by 
prevenient grace. 

God must save man because of 
man’s total inability as a result of 
original sin and total depravity. 

Imputation 
of Sin 

God did not impute sin to all 
mankind, but all people inherited 
a corrupt nature from Adam. 

Through Adam’s transgression, 
sin was imputed—passed to the 
entire human race so that all are 
born in sin. 

Election God conditionally elected those 
He foreknew would believe in 
Him by their own free will. 

God unconditionally elected those 
by His own free will and for His 
own sovereign purposes. 

Atonement 
of Christ 

Christ died for all man, making all 
persons savable, but His death is 
only efficacious to those who 
choose to believe. 

Christ died only for the elect. 

Grace Through the prevenient or 
preparatory grace given to all 
men, man is able to cooperate 
and respond to God. 

Common grace is extended to all 
man but is insufficient to save. 
Only by God’s irresistible (special) 
grace is man drawn to the Lord to 
respond in faith. 

Will of 
Man 

Prevenient grace gives man a free 
will. 

Depravity effects the entirety of 
man’s being, including his will. 
Apart from God’s will, he has no 
will to turn to God. 

Perseverance 
of the Saints 

Believers may turn from grace 
and lose their salvation. 

True believers will persevere in 
the faith because they are held as 
eternally secure by the Trinity. 
None will be lost. 

Sovereignty 
of God 

God limits (i.e., subjects) His 
control to man’s free will. He 
subordinates His will to man’s. 

God’s sovereignty is absolute and 
unconditional. He determines, He 
enacts, and He completes. 

  

 
101 Adapted from Enns, The Moody Handbook of Theology, 525. 
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10.1.2.2 The Divine Process—Redemption. 

10.1.2.2.1 Biblical Terms. 

Hebrew: ָּפָדה (pādāh) | Greek: ἐξαιρέω (exaireō). 
To ransom, redeem, deliver from. 

 Exodus 13:15. 

 Deuteronomy 7:8. 

 2 Samuel 7:23. 

 Psalms 31:5; 130:8. 

 Acts 7:10, 34; 12:11; 23:27; 
26:17. 

 Galatians 1:4. 

Hebrew: ָּגַאל (gāal)—A kinsman redeemer. 

 Ruth 2:20; 3:9, 12; 4:1ff. 

 Job 19:25. 

 Isaiah 41:14; 43:1; 44:22–23. 

 Jeremiah 50:34. 

*Passages with the two Hebrew terms used in parallel—Psalm 
69:18; Hosea 13:14. 

Greek: ἀγοράζω (agorazō)—To redeem, buy, purchase (general 
marketplace terminology). 
Intensified form: ἐξαγοράζω (exagorazō)—To ransom, buy up, 
redeem (figuratively used to rescue from loss). 

 1 Corinthians 6:20; 7:23. 

 Galatians 3:13; 4:5. 

 2 Peter 2:1. 

 Revelation 5:9; 14:3–4. 

Greek: λυτρόω (lutroō)—To ransom, redeem, buy (slave market 
terminology). 
Intensified form: ἀντίλυτρόω (antilutroō)—The preposition ἀντί 
characteristically has the meaning “in place of,” “instead of,” or “in 
exchange for.” 

 Matthew 20:28. 

 Mark 10:25, 45. 

 Luke 1:68; 21:28; 24:21. 

 Romans 3:24; 8:23. 

 1 Corinthians 1:30. 

 Ephesians 1:7, 14; 4:30. 

 Colossians 1:14. 

 1 Timothy 2:6. 

 Titus 2:14. 

 Hebrews 9:12, 15. 
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10.1.2.2.2 The Process of Redemption. 

 Man’s unpayable debt of sin—Matthew 18:21–35. 

 Christ’s sufficient price paid—Colossians 2:13–15. 

10.1.2.3 The Gospel (I.e., External) Call—Reconciliation. 

10.1.2.3.1 Biblical Terms. 

Greek: καταλλάσσω (katallassō)—To exchange hostility for a friendly 

relationship. 
Intensified form: ἀποκαταλλάσσω (apokatallassō)—To reconcile. 

 Romans 5:10–11; 11:15. 

 2 Corinthians 5:15–20. 

 Ephesians 2:16. 

 Colossians 1:20–22. 

10.1.2.3.2 The Word of Reconciliation. 

 Reconciled to God—Romans 5:10; Ephesians 2:16. 

 Reconciled by God—2 Corinthians 5:18. 

 Reconciled in Christ—2 Corinthians 5:19. 

o In His fleshly body—Colossians 1:22. 

o The Exclusivity of Jesus Christ102— 

 Only one way—John 14:6. 

 Only one name—Acts 4:12. 

 Only one Mediator—1 Timothy 2:5–6. 

 Only one gospel—Galatians 1:6–9. 

 Reconciled through Christ—Romans 5:11; 2 Corinthians 
5:18; Colossians 1:20. 

o Through His death—Romans 5:10; Colossians 1:22. 

o Through the cross—Ephesians 2:16. 

 
102 Matt Waymeyer, “Theology III: Ecclesiology and Eschatology” (The Expositors Seminary, Fall 2021), 296. 
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10.1.2.3.3 The Ministry / Word of Reconciliation. 

 Given by God—2 Corinthians 5:18, 20. 
 Committed by God—2 Corinthians 5:19–20. 
 It is Universal— 

o God reconciling the world to Himself—Romans 11:15; 
2 Corinthians 5:19.  

o God reconciling both Jew and Gentiles in one body—
Ephesians 2:16. 

o God reconciling all things to Himself—Colossians 
1:20. 

 It is Unconditional— 
o God reconciled us while we were enemies—Romans 

5:10. 
o God reconciled us while alienated and hostile in 

mind—Colossians 1:21. 
 It is Limited (I.e., Exclusive)—Only to believers (2 Corinthians 

5:17–20). 
o As ambassadors for Christ, we plead on His behalf—2 

Corinthians 5:18. 
 We send, go, and preach—Romans 10:14. 
 BUT God causes the growth—1 Corinthians 

3:5–9. 
o We suffer for the salvation of the chosen—2 Timothy 

2:10. 
 It is Certain—Those reconciled shall be saved (Romans 5:10). 

 GENUINE v. FEIGNED RECONCILIATION FROM THE GOSPEL OF JOHN  
Those Truly Reconciled Those Not Reconciled Passage 

1) Receive Christ Believe in the works of Christ without 
receiving Him. 

John 2:23–25 

2) Believe Christ’s 
words 

Receive Christ without believing His words. John 4:44–45, 
48 

3) Come to Christ Rejoice at Christ’s words without coming 
to Him. 

John 5:35, 40 

4) Partake of Christ Come to Christ without partaking of Him. John 6:22–27. 
5) Believe Christ as He 

truly is 
Believe in an incomplete Jesus that is not 
the Christ as He is. 

John 7:31. 

6) See their need for a 
Savior 

Believe in Christ, but do not really see their 
need for a Savior. 

John 8:30–33. 

7) Fear God over man See their need for a Savior but are more 
fearful of men and desirous of man’s glory. 

John 12:42–43 


