
The Book of Daniel – Eschatological Themes 

 
Themes  

 

• The Kingdom of Messiah vs. The Kingdoms of Men  

• The Antichrist (typology - Antiochus Epiphanes) 

• The 70th Week of Daniel  

• The Tribulation (Great Tribulation) 
 
 
Outline  

 
I. The Kingdom of Messiah vs. The Kingdoms of Men (2:31-45; 4:3, 34; 6:26; 7:2-8, 9-12, 14, 27)  

A. The Duration of the Kingdoms 
B. The Ruler(s) of the Kingdoms 

1. Human Kings (Gentile Kings) 
a) Nebuchadnezzar = Babylon 
b) Cyrus the Great = Medo-Persia 
c) Alexander the Great = Greece 
d) Antichrist = Rome 

2. Divine King – Messiah (7:13-14, 9:24-27. Cf. Ps 2; 110; Rev 19:11-21) 
C. The Oppression of Israel (Lk 21:24, cf. Dan 9:24-27. Also Dan 3:8, 12, 15; 6:4-5, 13; 7:21, 

25; 8:10-11, 25; 9:26-27; 11:30-33, 35) 
1. Daniel is Israel-centric! No mention of the church. 
2. Personified in Antiochus Epiphanes and ultimately Antichrist 

D. The Earthly (Millennial) Kingdom (2:35, 45; 12:11-12) 
1. The “stone” (2:35, 45) 
2. The “mountain” (2:35 
3. The “extra” days (12:11-12) 

 
II. The Antichrist (Dan 7:8, 19-26; 9:27; 11:36-45; cf. 2 Thess 2:3-4; 1 John 4:3) 

A. Type – Antiochus Epiphanes  
1. The “small horn” (8:9-14, 23-36) 

a) NOT the “little horn” in 7:8! (Note: Dan 8:23-26 is difficult to ascertain. Some 
apply to Antiochus, some to Antichrist, some to both.) 

2. “A despicable person” (11:21-34) 
B. Antichrist 

1. King of the Revived Roman Empire (2nd iteration)  
a) Revived Roman Empire  

(1) Feet and Toes of the Statue (2:33, 41-43) 
(a) Mixed with “iron and clay”  

(2) The “Fourth Beast” (7:7-8, 23. Cf. Rev 11:7; 13:1-2; 17:3, 7, 12) 



(a) The Kingdom = The King (vice versa). Thus, the Antichrist = 
the “beast,” the “beast” = the Antichrist (Rev 11:7; 13:1-4, 14, 
17; 14:9; 16:10; 17:8; 19:19) 

(3) There is a large gap of time between the 1st (past) Roman Empire and 
the 2nd (future) Roman Empire. 

2. The “little horn” (7:8, 19-26) 
a) Comes up amongst “10 horns” (7:7-8, 24. Cf. Rev 12:3; 13:1; 17:3, 7, 12) 

3. The “prince who is to come,” and the one who will “make a firm covenant” (9:27) 
4. The “king” (11:36-45) 
5. His destruction (7:9-12; Rev 19:20-21) 

 
III. The 70th Week of Daniel (9:24-27) 

A. Intro: Comes on the heels of Daniel’s prayer for the restoration of the nation of Israel and 
Jerusalem (9:16-20. Cf. Jer 25:8-12, 29:10-14). The angel Gabriel is then sent to Daniel to 
explain when that restoration would occur (9:20-23). 

B. 70 Weeks Prophecy 

1. The prophecy is for “Daniel’s people and his holy city” (24), so this prophecy 
is solely for the Jews and for Jerusalem. 

2. 70 weeks (Sevens), thus 70x7 = 490. We think of time in terms of decades, 
the Jews thought in sevens as a result of the Sabbath (cf. 2 Chron 36:20-21). 
The land needs a Sabbath rest as a result of the iniquity of the people of 
Israel. This 490 number is actually 490 years.  

3. 6 goals that will be accomplished. The first 3 refer to dealing with Israel’s sin 
(accomplished in Christ’s 1st coming, though the application to Israel will not 
happen until the end of the Tribulation). The last 3 refer to the kingdom of 
everlasting righteousness for Israel (will happen at the 2nd Coming of Christ). All six 
will be fully realized for Israel at the 2nd Coming of Christ. 

a) “To finish the transgression” (cf. Zech 12:10) 
b) “Make an end of sin” (cf. Jer 31:34) 
c) “Make atonement for iniquity” (cf. Is 53:6-7, 10-12) 
d) “To bring in everlasting righteousness” (cf. Is 60:21-22; Jer 23:5) 
e) “To seal up vision and prophecy” (cf. Jer 32:10-11, 44; Rev 5) 
f) “To anoint the Most Holy Place” (cf. Ezek 40-48. Millennial Temple) 

4. Verse 25 - “From the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until 
Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks.” 

a) The decree starts the countdown on the 490 years. There are three 
decrees total, but one decree by Artaxerxes recorded in Neh 2 includes 
the rebuilding of Jerusalem. That date was March 14, 445BC. From that 
day, the 490-year clock began. 

b) There is a certain amount of time before “Messiah the Prince” arrives. 
That is seven weeks and sixty-two weeks. 



(1) The first division, the seven weeks (49 years) is the exact amount 
of time it took Nehemiah to finish rebuilding Jerusalem. He 
finished in 396BC. It was rebuilt “in times of distress” (v. 25b. Cf. 
Neh 4-6) 

(2) The sixty-two week division. This is 483 years. 483 years x 360 
days=173,880 total days. Take the start date of the decree of 
Artaxerxes of March 14, 445 BC, add 173,880 days, that brings 
you to a date of April 6, 32AD. This is the day, according to this 
calculation, that Jesus the Messiah entered Jerusalem in His 
triumphal entry!  

5. Verse 26 – Jesus’ triumphal entry is week 69 of the 70. After that 69th week, 
a) “The Messiah will be cut off and have nothing,” is a reference to the 

rejection of Jesus by the Jews and His subsequent crucifixion. The 
Messiah of Israel had come, was rejected and killed, and would die with 
“nothing” – no kingdom, no everlasting righteousness (yet).  

b) “The people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the 
sanctuary.” The “prince who is to come” is a reference to the future 
Antichrist, who will rule over the revived Roman Empire during the 
tribulation. Notice that it is his PEOPLE who destroy the city and the 
sanctuary (26a). 

c) “And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; 
desolations are determined.” The difficulties for the Jews will continue 
even after the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple, EVEN TO 
THE END (cf. Lk 21:24). The 69th week ended when the Messiah was 
“cut off.” Jerusalem and the Temple are destroyed. The 70th week has yet 
to start. The 70th week (7 years) is the final Tribulation period before the 
2nd Coming of Christ. 

6. Verse 27  

a) “He (Antichrist) will make a firm covenant with the many for one 
week.” 7 year treaty with Israel.  

b) “But in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain 
offering.”  The Antichrist will break the pact halfway through the 7 years 
at the 3 ½ year mark. 

c) “and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate.” 
Antichrist will begin a slaughter of God’s people. He also will commit 
the abomination of desolation (cf. Dan 11:31; Matt 24:15) by entering 
the Temple and defiling it, which Antiochus Epiphanes also did in the 
2nd Century BC. 

d) “Even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on 
the one who makes desolate” (cf. Rev 19:20, Dan 7:10). 

 



IV. The Tribulation (The Great Tribulation) 
A. The Reason for the Tribulation  

1. “To finish the transgression” (Dan 9:24). The Jews “cut off” their Messiah. 
2. Chastening and Purifying of Israel (Deut 29:24-30:1; Jer 6:27-30; 20:11; Ezek 20:33-

38; Dan 12:1, 10; Zech 7:11-14; 13:8-9; Mal 3:2-3) 
3. Conversion of the Nation (Jer 3:11-18; Hosea 5:15; Zech 12:10; Rom 11:25-27) 

B. The Length of the Tribulation  
1. The Tribulation - 7 years (Dan 9:27) 
2. The “Great Tribulation” – 3 ½ years (Dan 7:25; Rev 11:2-3; 13:5) 

C. “The Abomination of Desolation” 
1. Marks the midpoint (3 ½ yrs) of the Tribulation, signaling the beginning of “the 

Great Tribulation (Jer 30:7; Dan 9:27; 12:1; Matt 24:21)”  

2. Typified by Antiochus Epiphanes in Dan 11:31. On December 16, 167BC, 
Antiochus enters the Temple, sets up a statue of Zeus in the holy of holies 
and sacrifices a pig on the altar. After he sacrifices the pig, he takes the pig 
blood and splatters it all over the temple. 

3. Probably the time when the Antichrist “takes his seat in the temple of God, 
displaying himself as being God.” (2 Thess 2:4. Cf. Dan 11:45) 

D. The Characteristics of the Great Tribulation 
1. A “day” like no other (Jer 30:7; Matt 24:21) 
2. Bowl Judgments and Seal Judgments (Rev 6-18) 
3. A “time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time” 

(Dan 12:1) 
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