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3H. Romans 2:5–6 

4H. Colossians 3:25 

2G. The eternal consequence of judgment (i.e., it is an everlasting 
punishment); cf.: 

1H. Matthew 18:8; 25:41, 46 

2H. 2 Thessalonians 1:9 

3H. Jude 13 

4H. Revelation 14:11; 19:3; 20:10 

2E. Final assignment or consignment: 

1F. “Heaven” 

2F. “Hell” 

2C. General or corporate (i.e., Israel, the Church, the nations, and even the cosmos) (i.e., 
1 Cor 15:24–28; Col 1:20) 

4B. Major focuses of eschatology; e.g.: 

1C. The Day of the LORD (DOL) 

1D. Most characteristically, the “day” of the LORD has a qualitative emphasis (i.e., a 
time when God is widely recognized to be in sovereign control). 

2D. As primary features, it exhibits both judgment and blessing (cf., e.g., Joel 1:15; 
2:1–2; 3:14–15; then 3:16–21) 

Note: For more illustrations of this two-pronged precedent, cf. many of the passages 
from the appendix to this syllabus (i.e., “The Primary Purpose of Prophecy,” i.e., 
“Ethical Eschatology”). 

2C. The “Second Coming” 

1D. A biblical perspective on eschatology: events are viewed apotelesmatically (i.e., 
at first, two dimensionally, then, when the event draws near and comes to pass, depth 
perception is added). This phenomenon has also been labeled the aoristic nature of 
biblical prophecy. This indicates “concentric,” “generic,” or “progressive”  
fulfillments of biblical prophecy. 
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1E. Cf. the first coming of Christ. 

2E. Concerning the second coming of Christ consider these appropriate 
observations: 

1F. “The second coming of Christ is a highly complex event, including a wide 
expanse of time” (Hoyt, “Biblical Eschatology,” p. 42). 
 
2F. “Paul had no refined eschatology. Nowhere does Paul differentiate 
between two aspects of the Lord's second coming .... The modern mistake is to 
impose the refined eschatological thinking and methodology of the twentieth 
century back into the Scriptural data. At one time Paul will speak of the 
rapture event; at another time the Day of the Lord event, i.e. the second advent 
and Armageddon, and it will seem as though he is talking of the same event. 
Again, at one time, Paul will speak of judgment that will precede or attend 
Armageddon; at another time he may have God's final judgment in mind - yet 
it will seem as though he is talking of the same event again....Jesus apparently 
followed this same methodology in His prophetic discourses” (Sproule, 
“Exegetical Defense of Pretribulationalism,” pp. 145, 147). 

2D. Some key terms 

1E. An important clarification: “The words ‘return’ and ‘second coming’ are not 
properly speaking biblical words in that the two words do not represent any 
equivalent Greek words. There is no difference in the concepts conveyed to the 
mind by ‘return’ and ‘coming.’ It is in other words an artificial and impossible 
distinction. Christ’s parousia is his return; his return is his coming; his coming is 
his second advent” (Ladd, The Last Things, p. 57). 

2E. The biblical terms, i.e., ‘the big three’: 

1F. parousia (often translated or interpreted as “presence”); cf., e.g.: 

1G. Matthew 24:3, 27, 37, 39 

2G. 1 Corinthians 15:23 

3G. 1 Thessalonians 2:19; 3:13; 4:15; 5:23 

4G. James 5:7–8 

5G. 2 Peter 3:12 

6G. 1 John 2:28 

2F. epiphaneia (often translated or interpreted as “appearance”); cf., e.g.: 
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1G. 2 Thessalonians 2:8 

2G. 1 Timothy 6:14 

3G. 2 Timothy 1:10; 4:1, 8 

4G. Titus 2:13 

3F. apokalupsis (i.e., an unveiling; often translated or interpreted as 
“revelation”); cf., e.g. 

 

 

 

1G. 1 Corinthians 1:7 

2G. 2 Thessalonians 1:7 

3G. 1 Peter 1:7, 13; 4:13 

Note how these terms sometimes overlap with each other and with other 
eschatologically significant terms, e.g., in 1 Thessalonians 2:19; 2 
Thessalonians 2:1, 8; 2 Timothy 4:1; Titus 2:13. 

3D. Some corollary terms 

1E. engizō 

1F. Basic meaning: “near” 

2F. Basic significance: imminence; cf. e.g.: 

1G. There is “clear support for a futuristic interpretation of the coming” 
[i.e., Christ is coming again!] (Guthrie, New Testament Theology, p. 802). 
 
2G. “The coming is regarded as imminent, but the time unknown”  
(Guthrie, New Testament Theology, pp. 794–95). 

Note: For a couple of biblical illustrations of the innate tension of  
imminence, cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:1–10 and 1 John 2:18. 

2E. orge and thumos (i.e., “wrath” or “anger”) 

See Revelation 1:1. The Greek word for “revelation” is 
apokalupsis—the word from which we get 
“apocalypse.” The word means essentially “uncovering” 
or “unveiling.” What is covered/veiled now such that in 
Revelation 1:1 it is being described as a future 
uncovering? The power and glory of Jesus. 
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Note: We should not quickly turn these words into technical eschatological terms. 

5B. The major views on: 

1C. The millennium 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See illustration below. 

  

See Revelation 20:1–21:1. 

 
 
 
*Matt Waymeyer, “Theology III: Ecclesiology and Eschatology” (unpublished course notes, The 
Expositors Seminary, 2017), 202. 
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*Matt Waymeyer, “Theology III: Ecclesiology and Eschatology” (unpublished course notes, The
Expositors Seminary, 2017), 202.


