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Terminology Acts 1 Peter 

God is impartial 10:34 1:17 

Jesus’ resurrection and 

glorification 

2:32-36; 3:15; 

4:10; 10:40-41 
1:21; 3:21 

Believers are chosen by God 

beforehand / by foreknowledge 
10:41 1:1-2 

Jesus is the chief cornerstone, 

rejected by men 
4:11 2:4-8 

 

 

ca. AD 60 

 

C. Original recipients 

 

“To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, 

and Bithynia” (1 Pet 1:1)—probably primarily Gentile Christians (cf. 1 Pet 1:14; 2:9-10; 

4:3-5). 

  

D. Background 

 

Written from “Babylon” (1 Pet 5:13)—probably a metaphor for Rome. Babylon was a 

previous world empire, just as the Roman Empire was the world empire in Peter’s day. 

“She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you” (1 Pet 5:13) probably refers to the 

church in Rome. 

 

 E. Structure 

 

Prologue (1:1-12) 

Salutation (1:1-2) 

 Doxology of the God of salvation (1:3-12) 

 

I. Salvation (1:13 – 2:10) 

II. Submission (2:11 – 3:12) 

III. Suffering (3:13 – 5:11) 

 

Conclusion (5:12-14) 

 

F. Highlighted themes of 1 Peter 

 

 1. Suffering 

 

a. Of Christ (1 Pet 1:11; 2:21, 23; 4:1, 13; 5:1) 

 

Christ suffered more than anyone, but deserved it less than anyone. 

 

b. Of believers (1 Pet 2:19-21; 3:14, 17; 4:1, 12-16, 19; 5:9-10) 



   12 

Oxford rev. 20190827 

 

2. Living the Christian life 

 

a. Doing Good/obeying (1 Pet 1:2, 14, 22; 2:12; 3:6, 11, 13, 16-17; 4:10-

11, 17) 

 

b. Putting aside evil/disobedience (1 Pet 2:1, 8, 16; 3:1, 6, 8-12, 17, 20; 

4:1-5, 15) 

 

c. Submission to authority (1 Pet 2:13-14, 18; 3:1-2, 5; 5:5) 

 

All authorities in are in subjection to Jesus (1 Pet 3:22)! 

 

d. Holiness (1 Pet 1:2, 15-19; 2:5, 9; 3:5, 15) 

 

The command of holiness—ignore this and you give accusers the valid 

accusation “hypocrite!” 

 

e. Observed by outsiders (1 Pet 2:12; 3:1-2, 16) 

 

3. Salvation (1 Pet 1:5, 9-10; 2:2; 3:21; 4:18) 

 

4. Hope (1 Pet 1:3, 13, 21; 3:5, 15) 

 

Believers’ “hope” is not wishful thinking; it is a certainty. 

 
 

5. Election (1 Pet 1:1; 2:4, 6, 9; 5:13) 

 

All these have the same Greek root (eklektós). 

 

G. Unity of purpose 

 

Peter exhorted believers to live holy Christian lives in view of their future hope and in 

context of their suffering. 

 

H. Application 
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XIII. James 

 

A. Designation 

 

 Of James 

 

 B. Author and date 

 

 James, the half-brother of the Lord Jesus (Jas 1:1) 

 

James was a leader at the church in Jerusalem. Historian Eusebius records his death this 

way: “he was thrown from a wing of the temple, and beaten to death with a club” 

(Ecclesiastical History, 2.23.3-16). Eusebius observes that Clement and Hegesippus note 

his death in this way. Eusebius goes on to describe a much more detailed account 

including, “Going up therefore, they cast down the just man, saying to one another, ‘Let 

us stone James the Just.’ And they began to stone him, as he did not die immediately 

when cast down; but turning round, he knelt down saying, ‘I entreat thee, O Lord God 

and Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.’ . . . And one of them, a fuller, 

beat out the brains of Justus with the club that he used to beat out clothes.” 

 

ca. AD 44 – 49 

 

James was probably the first New Testament book written. 

 

C. Original recipients 

 

Hebrew Christians (Jas 1:1-2; 2:21; cp. repeated use of “brethren”; notice “law”/ 

“Lawgiver” 11x in James.) 

 

D. Background 

 

Surprisingly, “Jesus” and “Christ” appear only twice in this book (Jas 1:1; 2:1). 

Christianity may have sounded like a free ticket: “Just believe in Jesus!”—thus James’ 

strong emphasis on works as evidence of true faith. 

 

Walter Kaiser sees James as an exposition on Leviticus 19:12-18b.
11

 Whether that is the 

case or not, James has striking resemblances to the Sermon on the Mount, which is itself 

an exposition on the Law. 

 

 

Parallels Between James and the Sermon on the Mount 
Joy in trials 

(Jas 1:2) 
Blessing and rejoicing in persecution 

(Matt 5:10-12) 

                                                
11 Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., The Uses of the Old Testament in the New (Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock Publishers, 2001), 

223-24. 
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Goal of perfection/maturity/completion 

(Jas 1:4)12 

Goal of perfection/maturity/completion 

(Matt 5:48)13 
Asking and receiving of God 

(Jas 1:5) 
Asking and receiving of God 

(Matt 7:7-12) 
Glorying in humility 

(Jas 1:9; 2:5) 
Glorying in humility 

(Matt 5:3) 
False professions of faith and true, obedient faith 

(Jas 1:22; 2:14) 
False professions of faith and true, obedient faith 

(Matt 7:21-23) 
No mercy for the merciless 

(Jas 2:13) 
Blessing and mercy for the merciful 

(Matt 5:7; 6:14-15) 
Fiery hell for a defiling tongue 

(Jas 3:6) 
Fiery hell for a cursing tongue 

(Matt 5:22) 
Speaking reveals fruit of the heart; single plant 

produces single kind of fruit 

(Jas 3:10-12) 

False teachers known by fruit; single plant produces 
single kind of fruit 

(Matt 7:15-20) 
Those who make peace 

(Jas 3:18) 
Peacemakers 

(Matt 5:9) 
Impossibility of belonging to both the world and 

God 

(Jas 4:4) 

Impossibility of belonging to both the world and God 

(Matt 6:24) 

Call for mourning over sin 

(Jas 4:9) 
Blessing and comfort for those who mourn 

(Matt 5:4) 

God will exalt the one who humbles himself 

(Jas 4:10) 

God blesses and will vindicate the poor in spirit who 

are mournful and gentle 

(Matt 5:3-5) 
Do not sinfully judge your brother 

(Jas 4:11-12) 
Do not hypocritically judge your brother 

(Matt 7:1-5) 
Do not store up earthly treasure, which is 

corruptible, and consumes its hoarder 

(Jas 5:2-3) 

Do not store up earthly treasure, which is corruptible, 

and destroys its hoarder 

(Matt 6:19-20) 
Exemplification and blessing of the persecuted 

prophets 

(Jas 5:10-11a) 

Exemplification of the persecuted prophets 
(Matt 5:10-12) 

Do not swear either by heaven or by earth, but let 

your “yes” be “yes” and your “no” be “no”; “so that 

you may not fall under judgment” 

(Jas 5:12) 

Do not swear either by heaven or by earth, but let your 

“yes” be “yes” and your “no” be “no”; “anything 

beyond these is of evil” 

(Matt 5:33-37) 

 

 

 E. Structure 

 

 Salutation (1:1) 

 

I. Responding to trials and temptations (1:2-18) 

II. Receiving the word implanted, which is able to save (1:19 – 5:20) 

 

F. Highlighted themes of James 

 

 1. Completion 

                                                
12 téleioi kai ‘olóklēroi 

 
13 téleiós 
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a. From God (Jas 1:17, 25) 

 

Both these have the same Greek root (téleios). 

 

b. Goal of believers (Jas 1:4
14

; 2:22; 3:2) 

 

All these have the same Greek root—all appearances in James 1:4 and 3:2 

from téleios and from the verb form teleióō in James 2:22. 

 

 

2. Faith-works (Jas 2:14-26) 

 

There are two kinds of “faith” in chapter 2.
15

 “Someone says he has faith” (Jas 

2:14)—why does someone say he has faith? 

 

Why such a recurrent emphasis on self-examination? This is the condition of most 

of the world—whether they are atheists, agnostics, Muslims, Mormons, or self-

deceived professors of Christianity—most people in the world are on the broad 

road to destruction, and most of them think they are okay. 
 

 

Paul’s emphasis James’ emphasis 

The role of faith in a believer’s life The role of works in a believer’s life 

“For we maintain that a man is justified by 

faith apart from works of the Law” (Rom 

3:28). 

“You see that a man is justified by works 

and not by faith alone” (Jas 2:24). 

The basis of salvation is faith alone. The evidence of salvation is works. 

Eph 2:8-10      

 

 

So do we just choose the one we like better—Paul or James? They don’t 

contradict each other because God’s Word doesn’t contradict itself. What is the 

resolution? 

 

 

Paul’s perspective James’ perspective 

Justification in the sight of God Justification in the sight of men 

Vertical inspection: God sees faith Horizontal inspection: man sees fruit 

Rom 3:20; Gal 3:11 Jas 2:14, 16, 18, 22; 3:13 

 

 

                                                
14 téleioi kai ‘olóklēroi 

 
15 Just as there are two kinds of “wisdom” in chapter 3. 


