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“It is finished” (John 19:30)! 

 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, 

and there is no longer any sea. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from 

the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among 

them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, and He will wipe 

away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be 

any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.” And He who sits on the 

throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” And He said, “Write, for these words are 

faithful and true.” Then He said to me, “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 

and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. 

He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son” (Rev 

21:1-7). 

 

After 400 years of prophesied silence, the Light shined (Isa 9:2): the promised Seed, the 

Messiah, came to dwell among His people and give Himself as the New Covenant (Isa 42:6; 

49:8; Luke 22:20). The rest of the Scripture unfurls New Covenant implications, training the 

church to make disciples, and instructing her to anticipate “the appearing of the glory of our 

great God and Savior, Christ Jesus” (Titus 2:13). 

 

The apostle Paul testified that he had stated “nothing but what the Prophets and Moses said was 

going to take place; that the Christ was to suffer, and that by reason of His resurrection from the 

dead He would be the first to proclaim light both to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles” (Acts 

26:22–23). 



   1 

Oxford rev. 20190827 

IX. 1 Corinthians 

 

 A. Designation 

 

 To Corinthians A 

 

 B. Author and date 

 

 Paul, accompanied by Sosthenes (1 Cor 1:1) 

 

ca. AD 56 

 

C. Original recipients 

 

The Gentile church in Corinth (1 Cor 1:2) 

 

 D. Background 

 

The city of Corinth, populated 200,000 – 500,000, was a relatively new city, rebuilt by 

Rome after Rome had destroyed it. It was the capital city of the Roman province of 

Achaia. It was a port city, filled with raw pagans (cf. 1 Cor 6:9-11). It was a city to “get 

lost in,” without many family roots there. Being 40 miles south of Athens, it was heavily 

influenced by principles of worldly wisdom (cf. 1 Cor 1). 

 

Among the churches in the New Testament, the church that was in Corinth is most 

representative of the modern church in America. Two major issues in American churches 

are two which Paul says much about in this letter: issues of spiritual gifts and issues of 

the role of women in the church. 

 

Paul wrote 1 Corinthians from Ephesus (1 Cor 16:8-9, 19). It was an “occasional letter,” 

meaning specific occasions prompted its writing. How many letters did Paul write to the 

Corinthians? 1 Corinthians is his second letter to the church in Corinth; 2 Corinthians is 

his fourth letter: 

 

 “It is difficult to be certain of the apostle’s relationship with this church during and  

subsequent to his work at Ephesus, as many problems have to be considered. But the  

most widely held hypothesis will first be outlined to form a basis for the subsequent  

discussions. 

 1. Paul wrote a letter, known now as the ‘previous letter’, in which he warned the  

Corinthians not to associate with immoral persons (1 Cor. 5:9), but this appears to have 

been misunderstood (1 Cor. 5:10-11). 

 2. At the same time as hearing of their misunderstanding of his previous letter 

Paul heard reports of certain disorders in the Corinthian church from the household of 

Chloe. He possibly then received a delegation from the church in the persons of 

Stephanas, Fortunatas and Achaicus who brought a number of questions which needed 

answering. As a result he sent 1 Corinthians. 



   2 

Oxford rev. 20190827 

 3. Timothy, who was apparently not sent with this letter but who had proceeded to 

Macedonia with Erastus (Acts 22), may never have reached Corinth, for he is not 

mentioned in the body of 2 Corinthians but is linked with Paul in the salutation. 

 4. Paul probably heard other adverse reports and decided to pay a visit which was 

a painful experience, and from which he was obliged to withdraw in haste (known as the 

‘painful visit’). 

 5. On his return he sent a letter ‘out of great distress and anguish of heart’ (2 Cor 

2:4) in an attempt to rectify the matter. This letter, which was probably carried by Titus, 

is known as the ‘sorrowful letter’. 

 6. Paul had in the meantime left Ephesus and was awaiting the arrival of Titus at 

Troas with news of the reception of the ‘sorrowful letter’. He failed to meet him there, 

but after he had moved to Macedonia Titus arrived with good news of the Corinthian 

situation. 

 7. Paul wrote 2 Corinthians to express his relief at the success of his severe letter 

and Titus’ mission. 

 8. He later spent the winter at Corinth prior to proceeding by way of Macedonia to 

Jerusalem with the collection for the poverty-stricken Christians. 

If this reconstruction is correct it means that the apostle paid three visits and wrote 

at least four letters to the Corinthian church.”
1
 

 

E. Structure
2
 

 

Prologue (1:1-9) 

 

I. Paul’s Response to the Report of the Corinthians (1:10 – 6:20) 

A. The Division in the Church (1:10 – 4:21) 

1. The Fact of the Divisions (1:10-17) 

2. The Causes of the Divisions (1:18 – 4:21) 

a. The Misconception of the Message (1:18 – 3:4) 

b. The Misconception of the Ministry (3:5 – 4:21) 

B. The Disorder in the Church (5:1 – 6:20) 

1. The Absence of Discipline (5:1-13) 

2. The Lawsuits before the Unrighteous (6:1-11) 

3. The Toleration of Immorality (6:12-20) 

II. Paul’s Reply to the Questions of the Corinthians (7:1 – 16:9) 

A. Concerning Marriage (7:1-24) 

B. Concerning Virgins (7:25-40) 

C. Concerning Things Offered to Idols (8:1 – 11:1) 

1. The Basic Knowledge: The Idol is Nothing, but Curb Freedom out of 

Love (8:1-13) 

2. Paul’s Personal Illustration of His Use of Freedom (9:1-27) 

3. The Application: Flee Idolatry and Do the Profitable (10:1 – 11:1) 

                                                
1 Donald Guthrie, New Testament Introduction (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1961, fourth rev. ed., 1990), 

437-38. 

 
2 Adapted from Keith Essex, The Master’s Seminary, BI 502 NT Survey, unpublished class syllabus, n.d. 
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D. Concerning Matters of Public Assembly (11:2-34) 

1. The Attire of Women (11:2-16) 

2. The Observance of the Lord’s Supper (11:17-34) 

E. Concerning Spiritual Gifts (12:1 – 14:40) 

1. The Criterion: Jesus is Lord (12:1-3) 

2. The Unity and Diversity of the Gifts (12:4-31a) 

3. The More Excellent Way (12:31b – 13:13) 

4. The Need for Intelligibility in the Assemby (14:1-25) 

5. The Ordering of the Gifts (14:26-40) 

F. Concerning the Resurrection (15:1-58) 

G. Concerning the Collection (16:1-9) 

  

Concluding remarks (16:10-24) 

 

F. Highlighted themes of 1 Corinthians 

 

1. Reminders of their position of sanctification (1 Cor 1:2, 30; 3:17; 6:1-2, 11, 19; 

7:14, 34; 14:33; 16:1, 15, 20) 

 

2. The “body” 
 

a. The earthly body (1 Cor 6:12 – 7:40; 9:27; 11:29; 13:3) 

 

b. The resurrection body (1 Cor 15:35-57) 

 

c. The body of Christ, the church (1 Cor 10:17; 12:12-27) 

 

d. The body of Christ (1 Cor 10:16; 11:24, 27) 

 

3. Concern for the healthy function of the church (1 Cor 1:2; 3:16-17; 4:17; 5:11 – 

6:8; 7:17; 10:32; 11:16; 12:28; 14:4, 12, 19, 23; 16:1, 19) 

 

4. “Spiritual”/“Spiritually” (1 Cor 2:13-15; 3:1; 9:11; 10:3-4; 12:1; 14:1, 12, 37; 

15:44, 46) 

 

5. Immaturity and maturity (1 Cor 3:1-3; 13:11-13; 14:20) 

 

 G. Special focus in 1 Corinthians 

 

1. Blending what they learned of Christ with the wisdom of man 

 

a. Wisdom of the world (1 Cor 1:17 – 2:8, 13; 3:18-20) 

 

b. Arrogance (1 Cor 4:6, 18; 5:2; 8:1) 

 

c. Boasting (1 Cor 1:29, 31; 3:21; 4:7) 
 


