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“Essentially he is one who questions the trustworthiness of God’s wisdom 

revealed to man.”
40

 

 

“The root of his trouble is spiritual, not mental. He likes his folly, going back to it 

‘like a dog that returns to his vomit’ (26:11); he has no reverence for truth, 

preferring comfortable illusions (see 14:8 … ). At bottom, what he is rejecting is 

the fear of the Lord (1:29): it is this that constitutes him a fool, and this that makes 

his complacency tragic, for ‘the careless ease of fools shall destroy them’ 

(1:32).”
41

 

 

E. Unity of purpose 

 

Divine wisdom is beneficial for every person at every level of maturity, and it has an 

opportunity to display itself in every aspect of life. 

 

F. Application 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V. Ruth 

 

A. Designations 

 

B. Author and date 

 

The author is unknown (possibly Samuel). Date of the events are ca. 1140–1130 BC (cf. 

Ruth 1:4; the time of David’s great-grandfather Boaz, within the days of the judges [Ruth 

1:1]). 

 

C. Structure
42

 

 

Introduction: A Godly Family Emptied (Ruth 1) 

 

                                                 
40

 Richard L. Pratt, Jr., Every Thought Captive: A Study Manual for the Defense of Christian Truth (Phillipsburg, 

NJ: Presbyterian and Reformed, 1979), 85. 

 
41

 Kidner, Proverbs, 37–38; emphasis original. 

 
42

 Adapted from David M. Howard, Jr., An Introduction to the Old Testament Historical Books (Chicago: Moody, 

1993), 139. 



52 
Oxford rev. 20190115 

Development (A): Ruth and Boaz Meet (Ruth 2) 

Development (B): Ruth and Boaz Engage (Ruth 3) 

 

Climax and Resolution: A Godly Family Filled (Ruth 4) 

 

 

Summary of People and Action in Ruth 

ca. 1140–1130 BC 

Bethlehem 

Elimelech and Naomi: 
Hebrew couple from 

Bethlehem in Judah 

Mahlon and Chilion: Sons of Elimelech and Naomi 

Famine drove family to Moab 

Elimelech died 

Ruth and Orpah: 

Moabite women who married 

Mahlon and Chilion, 

respectively 

Mahlon and Chilion died 

Naomi and Ruth return to Bethlehem;  

Orpah remains in Moab 

Boaz: Relative of Elimelech 

Ruth gleaned in Boaz’ field 

Ruth and Boaz married and bore Obed, David’s grandfather 

 

 

D. Significant themes of Ruth 

 

1. God’s sovereignty (cf. the genealogy of David in Ruth 4:18–22) 

 

2. “Redeem/kinsman redeemer” (gaal [23x]) 

 

3. Foreigners in God’s family (cf. Gen 17:9–14; Lev 19:34; 24:22; Num 9:14; 

15:14–16; 35:15; Ezek 47:22; cf. John 11:52; Heb 11:31) 

 

E. Unity of purpose 

 

The LORD sovereignly worked over humanly impossible circumstances to preserve the 

line of Judah toward the Davidic line. 

 

F. Application 
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VI. Song of Songs 

 

A. Designations 

 

B. Author and date 

 

Solomon, 970–931 BC 
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C. Structure
43

 
 

A “Take me away” (1:1–4a) 

B Friends speak (1:4b) 

C “My own vineyard” (1:5–7) 

D “Breasts,” “silver,” “we will make” (1:8–14) 

E “House” (1:15–2:2) 

F “His left arm,” “daughters of Jerusalem … so desires,” “apple,” 

“love” (2:3–7) 

G “Fragrance,” “come my darling,” “blossoming” (2:8–13) 

H “Vineyards,” “show me” (2:14–15) 

I “My lover is mine” (2:16–17) 

Ja “The watchmen found me” (3:1–5) 

Jb Description of carriage, “gold,” “Lebanon,” 

“daughters of Jerusalem” (3:6–11) 

Jc Description of girl, “Your eyes … hair … teeth” 

(4:1–7) 

K “Myrrh,” “spice,” “honey,” “honeycomb,” 

“wine,” “milk” (4:8–15) 

L “Into his garden” (4:16) 

Lu “Into my garden” (5:1a) 

K' “Myrrh,” “spice,” “honey,” “wine,” “milk” 

(5:1bc) 

J'a “The watchmen found me” (5:2–9) 

J'b “Gold,” “Lebanon,” “daughters of Jerusalem” 

(5:10–6:1)  

J'c “Your eyes … hair … teeth” (6:4–11) 

I' “My lover is mine” (6:2–3) 

H' “Vines,” “wine,” “that we may gaze on you” (6:13–7:9a) 

[10a] 

G' “Fragrance,” “come my darling,” “blossom” (7:9b–13) 

[10b–14] 

F' “His left arm” “daughters of Jerusalem … so desires,” “apple,” 

“love” (8:1–5) 

E' “House” (8:6–7) 

D' “Breasts,” “silver,” “we will build” (8:8–9) 

C' “My own vineyard” (8:10–12) 

B' “Friends” (8:13) 

A' “Come away” (8:14) 

 

D. Unity of purpose 

 

Marital enjoyment is celebrated poetically. 

                                                 
43

 Adapted from R. L. Alden, as presented in Duane A. Garrett, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, The New 

American Commentary vol. 14 (Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1993), 376. 
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E. Application 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VII. Ecclesiastes 

 

A. Designations 

 

B. Author and date 

 

Solomon, 970–931 BC 

 

C. Structure 

 

“Some commentators declare that Ecclesiastes has no structure at all. R. E. Murphy once 

wrote: ‘No one will ever succeed in giving a satisfactory outline of the contents of the 

book. Any schematic outline superimposes upon the meditation of Coheleth a framework 

that he certainly never had in mind.’ . . . A. G. Wright lists twenty-three commentators 

who virtually abandon the task of seeking coherence in the book … . This list could 

easily be enlarged. 

…. 

However, there are indications of a sense of purpose and progress within Ecclesiastes. 

Although it cannot be argued that any objective structure was demonstrably present in the 

mind of the writer or his editor, yet it is helpful to point out such connected passages and 

progressions of thought as can be discerned. … By all means let us seek to illumine the 

main shape of their [the biblical writers’] argument, but let us constantly beware of the 

danger of imposing on any book a rigid pattern that would amaze its author.”
44

 

 

D. Significant themes of Ecclesiastes 

 

1. Vanity (38x) 

 

2. Labor, toil, work (34x) 

 

3. Life “under the sun” (29x) 

                                                 
44

 Michael A. Eaton, Ecclesiastes: An Introduction and Commentary, TOTC (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 

1983), 48–49. Murphy quote is footnoted as R. E. Murphy, “The Pensées of Coheleth,” CBQ, 17, 1958, 184–94. 
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4. Enjoyment of life in its proper perspective (Eccl 2:24–26; 3:12–13, 22; 5:18–

20; 8:15; 9:7–9; 11:8–9) 

 

5. The fear of God (Eccl 3:14; 5:1–7; 7:18; 8:12–13; 12:13–14) 

 

E. Unity of purpose 

 

Nothing matters and nothing lasts that is not of God (cf. Eccl 3:14). 

 

F. Application 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIII. Lamentations 

 

“Lamentations, like the other laments, forces us to deal with suffering by directing our despair 

not away from God, but toward him. It also performs the pastoral work of comforting us without 

downplaying the human realities of suffering and pain. Sometimes, it is also necessary to deal 

with guilt that accompanies pain. But Lamentations always acknowledges the real presence of 

the hurt and urges us to ‘talk it out’ in the presence of God. God’s presence is promised right 

where the pain, grief, and hurt are. In the end we learn that it is the Lord alone who is our portion 

(Lam. 3:24).”
45

 

 

A. Designations 

 

B. Author and date 

 

Jeremiah, ca. 586–539 BC 

 

Lamentations records the inspired, poetic reflection on the destruction of Jerusalem and 

the temple as recorded in 2 Kings 25 and Jeremiah 52. 

                                                 
45

 Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., Preaching and Teaching From the Old Testament: A Guide for the Church (Grand Rapids: 

Baker Academic, 2003), 126; emphases original. 
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C. Structure 

 

Each chapter begins a new lament. Chapters 1–4 are written in acrostic. 

 

D. Significant themes of Lamentations 

 

1. The fulfillment of God’s Word (Lam 1:3; 2:17, 20; cf. Lev 26:29–35; Deut 

28:47–68; Jer 25:11–12; 2 Chr 36:20–21) 

 

2. The sin of Judah as the reason for her judgment (Lam 1:5, 8–9; 4:6, 12–13) 

 

3. The justice of God 

  

a. Toward Israel (Lam 1:8–18; 5:16b) 

  

b. Toward Babylon (Lam 3:60–66; cf. Jer 25:11–12) 

 

E. Unity of purpose 

 

Jeremiah mourned the fall of Zion and the captivity while recognizing God’s justice in  

doing it, and while expressing hope in the LORD. 

  

F. Application 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IX. Esther 

 

Esther records the background and inauguration of Purim, the only biblical festival not 

prescribed by the Torah. 

 

A. Designations 

 

B. Author and date 

 

The author is unknown, but is possibly Mordecai.
46

 Date of the events ca. 483 BC–473 

BC. 

                                                 
46

 So Josephus, Antiquities 11.6.13. 
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Ahasuerus is identified as Xerxes I, who ruled from 486 BC until his death in 465 BC. 

Esther 1:3 provides the beginning date, “the third year of his reign” (483 BC), Esther 

2:16 refers to “the seventh year of his reign” (479 BC), and Esther 3:7 refers to “the 

twelfth year of King Ahasuerus” (474 BC). 

 

The date of authorship probably falls near the dates of the events, likely within the second 

half of the fifth century. 

 

Approximately 55 years take place between Ezra chapters 6 and 7. During this gap, the 

events recorded in the book of Esther take place in Persia. 

 

C. Structure
47

 

 

A   Prologue: Persian Festival and Ascension of Esther (1:1–2:23) 

 1   The greatness of Ahasurerus; Vashti was deposed (1:1–22) 

 2   Esther chosen, banquet in her honor; her Jewishness was hidden (2:1–18) 

3   Mordecai foiled the plot to assassinate Ahasuerus (2:19–23) 

B   Complication: The Jews Endangered by their Archenemy (3:1–15) 

1   Haman, the archenemy of the Jews, plotted to destroy the Jews  

     on Adar 13 (3:1–7) 

2   Haman persuaded Ahasuerus to issue an edict to annihilate Jews (3:8–15) 

C   Response: Mordecai’s Strategic Appeal (4:1–17) 

 1   The Jews in Susa lamented over the first royal edict (4:1–3) 

2   Mordecai persuaded Esther to appeal to Ahasuerus (4:4–17) 

D   Development: Esther’s First Banquet (5:1–8) 

  1    Esther averted death and invited Ahasuerus to 

        attend her banquet (5:1–5a) 

2   Esther’s first banquet; she deferred her request (5:5b–8) 

E   The Fall of Haman and Rise of Mordecai (5:9–6:14) 

 1    Haman boasted; his wife/friends encouraged him to  

      hang Mordecai (5:9–14) 

 That night the King could not sleep (6:1–11) 

 1’   Haman lamented; wife/adviser predicted his downfall 

      before Mordecai (6:12–14) 

D’   Consequence: Esther’s Second Banquet (7:1–10) 

2’    Esther’s second banquet; she made her request (7:1–8) 

1’    Haman invited his own death when he plead to save his life   

      (7:9–10) 

C’   Resolution: Mordecai’s Strategic Appeal (8:1–17) 

2’    Mordecai persuaded Ahasuerus to issue a second edict (8:1–14) 

1’    The Jews in Susa rejoiced over the second royal edict (8:15–17) 

B’   Denouement: The Jews Victorious over their Enemies (9:1–19) 

2’    The Jews were victorious and destroyed their enemies on Adar 13 (9:1–5) 

1’    Esther persuaded Ahasuerus to allow Jews to kill Haman’s Sons (9:6–19) 

                                                 
47

 Adapted from Essex. 
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A’   Epilogue: Jewish Festival and Ascension of Mordecai (9:20–10:3) 

3’   Mordecai instituted Purim to celebrate foiling of Haman’s plot (9:20–28) 

2’   Esther authorized Purim festival; her Jewishness was displayed (9:29–32) 

1’   The greatness of Ahasuerus; Mordecai was empowered (10:1–3) 

 

D. Significant themes of Esther 

  

1. The hidden yet pervading providence of God 

 

There is no mention of God’s name, the Promised Land, the temple (which had 

already been rebuilt), the Law, or prayer. Only mourning and fasting is referred to 

in Esther 4:3, 16; 9:31. 

 

“While it is not easy to account for the absence of God’s name in this narrative; 

the best explanation available is that the account deals principally with those Jews 

who had passed up their opportunity of returning to the land of promise and chose 

to remain among the Gentiles after the return of the faithful remnant in 536 B.C.”
48

 

 

2. The LORD’s faithfulness to His covenants to preserve the Jews 

         

3. The reversal of human plans (Esth 4; 6–9; cf. Nah 1:9) 

 

E. Unity of purpose 

 

The LORD preserved the Jewish race, proving Himself faithful to His covenants by 

sovereignly ruling over humanly impossible circumstances. 

 

F. Application 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

X. Daniel 

 

A. Designations 

 

B. Author and date 

 

                                                 
48

 Archer, Jr., Old Testament Introduction, 463. 
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 Daniel; date of the events ca. 605 (1:1)–536 (10:1) BC. 

 

 

Jeremiah 627                in Israel
49    580 

                                                                                                                                 

Daniel                        605      with leadership in Babylon                          530 

                                                                                                                                        

Ezekiel                              593 with Israelites in Babylon         570 

 

Approximately Thirteen Overlapping Years of Ministry 

 

 

C. Genres in Daniel
50

 

  

Genre and Function of the Division in Daniel
51

 

 

Historical Narrative
52

 Apocalyptic 

1–6 

 

Daniel interprets dreams and visions 

of rulers 

7–12 

 

Daniel receives visions, “aided by angelic 

interpreters”
53

 

 

 

Apocalyptic, as a genre, has well been defined by Archer: “By the term apocalyptic is 

meant that type of prophetic revelation which envisions the miraculous intervention of 

God in future history to deliver His people from all their foes and to make them supreme 

in the earth.”
54

 

 

D. Structure
55

 

  

I. God’s sovereignty over a world monarch (1:1–6:28) 

A. Daniel’s commitment (1:1–21) 

B. Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the statue (2:1–49) 

C. Nebuchadnezzar’s gold image and fiery furnace (3:1–30) 

                                                 
49

 Jeremiah was taken to Egypt, probably where he died (Jer 43). 

 
50

 For a helpful and accessible study on the literary genres in the Old Testament, see D. Brent Sandy and Ronald L. 

Giese, Jr., eds., Cracking Old Testament Codes (Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 1995). 

 
51

 C. Hassell Bullock, An Introduction to the Old Testament Prophetic Books (Chicago: Moody, 1986), 292–94. 

 
52

 There is some apocalyptic literature in chapter 2. 

 
53

 Bullock, Prophetic Books, 294. 

 
54

 Archer, Jr., Old Testament Introduction, 341. 

 
55

 Bullock, Prophetic Books, 292, 299–300. 
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D. Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the tree (4:1–37) 

E. Belshazzar’s feast and the writing on the wall (5:1–31) 

F. The lion’s den (6:1–28) 

II. God’s sovereignty over world empires (7:1–12:13) 

A. Vision of the four beasts (7:1–28) 

B. Vision of the ram and goat (8:1–27) 

C. The seventy years (9:1–27) 

D. The final vision (10:1–12:13) 

 

(The Aramaic section is 2:4b–7:28. Aramaic was the language of 

diplomacy in Daniel’s day.
56

) 

 

E. Significant themes of Daniel 

  

1. The sovereignty of God  

 

a. Over the kingdoms of man (Dan 2–12) 

 

b. Over ‘the kingdom’ of the mind (Dan 4:31–37; cf. Deut 28:28; Job 

12:24; Rom 1:21–22) 
 

2. The “dominoes” of gentile kingdoms (Dan 2; 7) 

 

3. The pride of worldly rulers (Dan 2–5; 7–8; 11) 

 

4. The coming establishment of God’s kingdom (Dan 2:35, 44–45; 7:13–14, 27; 

12:1–3) 

 

5. Angelic help—including Gabriel and Michael (Dan 8:16–26; 12) 

 

6. Resurrection (Dan 12:2–3, 13) 

 

7. “The Ancient of Days” (Dan 7:9, 13, 22) 

 

F. Unity of purpose 

 

God demonstrates His foreknowledge and complete control over all the world’s 

kingdoms and He guarantees that His own kingdom will reign forever. 

 

G. Application 

 

 

 

                                                 
56

 Cf. 2 Kings 18:26: “Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, and Shebnah and Joah, said to Rabshakeh, “Speak now to 

your servants in Aramaic, for we understand it; and do not speak with us in Judean in the hearing of the people 

who are on the wall.” 
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XI. Ezra-Nehemiah 

 

A. Designations 

 

 B. Author and date 

 

 Ezra (including the memoirs of Nehemiah); date of the events ca. 538–430 BC. 

 

The events of Nehemiah begin (445 BC) about twelve years after the end of the book of 

Ezra and about 100 years after the first return under Zerubbabel. 

 

Having finished the latter prophets, the reader clearly sees why God destroyed Jerusalem. 

The reader also goes into the postexilic writings with hope because of Isaiah 44–45, 

which predicted that Cyrus would allow reconstruction of temple. 

 

 

Postexilic Chronology
57

 

 

Cyrus II captures Babylon    539 

Cyrus issues emancipation decree (Ezra 1:1)  538 

Jews return to Palestine (Ezra 2)   538/537 

Altar rebuilt (Ezra 2)     538/537 

Temple foundations laid (Ezra 3:8–10)  536 

Opposition encountered    536–520 

Temple completed (Hag 1:14–15; Ezra 6:15)  520–515 

Opposition to Jews in Jerusalem (Ezra 4:6)  485(?) 

Esther and Mordecai rise in the Persian Court 484–465  

Further opposition to Jews in Jerusalem (Ezra 4:7) 463–??? 

Ezra returns to Jerusalem (Ezra 7:1, 8)  458 

Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem (Neh 2:1)  445 

Nehemiah visits Babylon and returns to Jerusalem 

(Neh 13:6–7)      433 

 

 C. Structure
58

 

 

  I. The return from exile (Ezra 1–2) 

                                                 
57

 Howard, Jr., Historical Books, 139. 

 
58

 Adapted from ibid., 310–13. 
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II. Temple rebuilding begun (Ezra 3–4) 

III. Temple rebuilding completed (Ezra 5–6) 

IV. Ezra’s return (Ezra 7–8) 

V. Ezra’s reform (Ezra 9–10) 

VI. Nehemiah’s return to Jerusalem (Neh 1–2) 

VII. Wall rebuilding begun (Neh 3–4) 

VIII. Internal and external problems (Neh 5–7) 

IX. Covenant renewal (Neh 8–10)  

X. Internal problems (Neh 11–13) 

 

(The Aramaic section is Ezra 4:8–6:18; 7:12–26.) 

 

D. Significant themes of Ezra-Nehemiah 

 

1. God’s sovereignty 

 

2. Prayer (Ezra 8:23; 9:5–15; 10:1, 11; Neh 1:4–11; 2:4; 4:4–5, 9; 5:13, 19; 6:9,  

14; 9:5–38; 13:14, 22, 29, 31)  
 

  3. The temple (Ezra 1–10; Neh 2; 6; 8–13) 

 

  4. The Law (Ezra 3; 7; 10; Neh 8–10; 12–13) 

 

  5. Levites (Ezra 1–3; 6–10; Neh 3; 7–13) 

 

6. The confession of the people (Ezra 10; Neh 9) 

 

7. Renewed obedience (Neh 8:17) 

 

E. Unity of purpose 

 

The theocracy is renewed in Israel through the LORD’s faithfulness and as the people 

returned to Him by confessing their sin, adhering to His Law, and worshipping Him 

accordingly—though not without defectors. 

 

F. Application 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XII. Chronicles 
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Chronicles is the last book in the Hebrew Scriptures. 

 

A. Designations 

 

B. Author and date 

 

The Chronicler is unknown, but has been suggested to be Ezra or a member of Asaph’s 

guild. 

 

In a sense, Chronicles spans from the creation of man (1 Chron 1:1) to the grandchildren 

of Zerubbabel (2 Chron 3:19–21), ca. 500 BC. After the genealogies (1 Chr 1–9), 1 

Chronicles 10 through the end of 2 Chronicles covers the monarchies in Israel and Judah 

(eleventh century to the mid-sixth century BC.) The date of composition is likely no later 

than 400 BC. 

 

 C. Structure 

 

I. Genealogies (1 Chr 1–9) 

II. The ascendancy of David (1 Chr 10–29) 

III. Solomon: David’s successor (2 Chr 1–9) 

IV. Kings of Judah (2 Chr 10–36) 

 

Roughly 50% of the material in Chronicles is in Samuel and Kings, with 50% being 

unique to Chronicles. 

 

 D. Significant themes of Chronicles  

 

1. The temple (in the   , mostly   )
59

 

 

2. The ark of the covenant (1 Chr  6:31; 13; 15; 16:1–6; 17:1; 22:19; 28:2, 18; 2 

Chr 1:4; 5:2–10; 6:11, 41; 8:11; 35:3) 

 

E. Unity of purpose 

 

Chronicles exhorts and encourages the postexilic Israelites by documenting the LORD’s 

goodness toward those who seek Him, His faithfulness to punish disobedience, and His 

faithfulness to the house of David. 

 

Chronicles is “concerned with the progress of God’s kingdom as it was represented by 

the Davidic kingdom in Israel (initially) and Judah (later). After an extensive 

genealogical introduction (nine chapters!) that highlights an interest in Judah, the Davidic 

dynasty, and the institution by David of centralized worship at Jerusalem and the Temple, 

David himself is the focus of the remainder of 1 Chronicles and his son Solomon of the 

                                                 
59

 Contrast its place in Kings, where it is in the background, mostly defiled. 
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first part of 2 Chronicles. The remainder of the work focuses on the fortunes of the 

kingdom of Judah, the heir of the promises of the Davidic Covenant. The books end with 

an upbeat look into the future—the release from exile of the Jews. In the process of 

presenting this history of God’s kingdom, the author introduces many important truths 

about God Himself, about His workings in the world, and about proper ways to relate to 

God.”
60

 

 

 F. Application 

 

 

                                                 
60

 Howard, Jr., Historical Books, 231–32. 


