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a. Over repentance (Jonah 1:2; 2:9; 3:2, 5–10) 

 

b. Over the weather (Jonah 1:4; 2:10; 4:8) 

 

c. Over animals (Jonah 1:17; 2:10; 4:7) 

 

d. Over plants (Jonah 4:6–7) 

 

3. Man’s petty love of  

 

The discordant tone of the last four verses of Jonah impresses upon us the 

pettiness and foolishness of men who would sooner see thousands go to hell than 

forego their own comfort. 

 

E. Unity of purpose 

 

God lavished His amazing compassion on a wicked, gentile city by offering them 

salvation through the grace of repentance. 

 

J    O   N  , A     H 

 

F. Application 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XVI. Micah 

 

 A. Designations 

 

B. Author and date 

 

Micah, ca. 735–690 BC 

 

C. Structure 

 

Prologue: the messenger, the date, and the message (1:1) 

 

I. First cycle (1:2–2:13) 
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A. Indictments against the nation, exemplified in the capitals (1:2–2:11) 

B. The hope of the remnant: the flock gathered and led in authority by 

their King Yahweh (2:12–13) 

II. Second cycle (3:1–5:15) 

A. Indictments against the nation, exemplified in the leadership (3:1–12) 

B. The hope of the remnant: gathered and wielded by their Ruler Yahweh 

(4:1–5:15) 

1. The context: global judgment and peace under Yahweh in 

exalted Zion (4:1–5) 

2. The objective: global vindication as instruments of wrath (4:6–

5:1) 

3. The origin: Bethlehem (5:2–3b) 

4. The quality: global life and peace under the great shepherd 

(5:3c–7) 

5. The objective: global vengeance as instruments of wrath (5:8–

15) 

III. Third cycle (6:1–7:20) 

A. Indictments against the nation, exemplified in unethical individuals 

(6:1–16) 

B. The expression of the remnant, exemplified by Micah (7:1–20) 

1. Micah’s response: lament (7:1–6) 

2. Micah’s resolve: longing (7:7–20) 

 

D. Significant themes of Micah 

 

1. Injustice by the influential (Mic 1:5–6; 3:1–12) 

 

2. The eternal Ruler, ruling globally from Zion (Mic 4–5) 

 

3. The remnant 

 

a. Their ingathering (Mic 2:12–13; 4:6–7) 

 

b. Their instrumentality for divine wrath (Mic 4:12–13; 5:5b–9) 

 

c. Their hope (Mic 7:7–20) 

 

E. Unity of purpose 

 

Micah focuses his indictments on the capitals and leaders in Israel, while encouraging the 

remnant with hope of Messiah’s global rule. 

 

M      I         , C   , A       H 

 

M        I C   : A             H 
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F. Application 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XVII. Nahum 

 

What was Nineveh up to since its repentance in Jonah’s day? Nahum highlights Nineveh’s great 

sin as he proclaimed certain vengeance upon it about 100 years after Jonah. Forty to fifty years 

after Nahum’s message, Nineveh fell to the confederated forces of the Medes, Persians, and 

Babylonians in 612 BC. 

 

 A. Designations 

 

B. Author and date 

 

Nahum, ca. 663–654 BC 

 

A clue to the date of Nahum is his mention of the fall of No-amon (i.e., Thebes, Egypt) in 

3:8–10. No-amon fell in 663 BC to Ashurbanipal, king of Assyria (668–ca. 627 BC). 

 

C. Structure 

 

Prologue: the message and the messenger (1:1) 

 

I. The coming, vengeful LORD—the ‘Who’ (1:2–11, 14) 

A. His disposition (1:2–3b) 

B. His approach (1:3c–5) 

C. His encroach (1:6–8) 

D. His inescapability (1:9–11, 14) 

Interlude: good news for Judah (1:12–13, 15) 

II. Total destruction of Nineveh—the ‘what’ (2:1–10) 

III. Taunt against Nineveh—the ‘why’ (2:11–3:19d) 

A. Taunted for her impotence (2:11–13) 

B. Taunted for her treachery (3:1–3) 

C. Taunted for her impurity (3:4–7) 

 D. Taunted for her pride (3:8–18) 

 

Epilogue (3:19) 

 – The condition: hopeless 
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– The cause: her evil influence 

 

D. Significant themes of Nahum 

 

1. The LORD’s vengeance (Nah 1:2; 2:1–10; 3:1–7) 

 

Prophetic messages are often called “oracles of judgment,” but in Nahum, there is 

not found one occurrence of the words “judge” or “judgment” in the entire book. 

Instead, what we see is vengeance, wrath, and complete destruction. 

 

2. The LORD’s slowness to anger (Nah 1:3a) 

 

Is it true that “The LORD is slow to anger” (Nah 1:3a)? By the time of Nahum’s 

prophecy, it had been about 100 years since Nineveh’s repentance, and it would 

be forty to fifty more years before God would finally wipe her out. 

 

“He is indeed long-suffering, patient, and slow to anger. In fact He is so slow to 

anger that when His anger does erupt, we are shocked and offended by it.”
21

 

 

 3. The LORD’s refuge (Nah 1:7) 

 

E. Unity of purpose 

 

In a cinematic display Nahum foretells the Who, the what, and the why of Nineveh’s 

hopeless case. 

 

 N  , A       ’s H   U      M 

 

     , A          H        Ü     M 

 

F. Application 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XVIII. Habakkuk 

 

                                                 
21

 R. C. Sproul, The Holiness of God (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale, 1985, 1998), 117. 
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Habakkuk ministered at the time near the handoff of political and military supremacy from 

Assyria to Babylon. Habakkuk asked God why judgment is not upon Israel, and God let him 

know that judgment is coming—and from whom. Habakkuk then asked God how a more wicked 

nation could bring the judgment. Answer? Babylon, too, shall fall. 

 

 A. Designations 

 

B. Author and date 

 

Habakkuk, ca. 608–598 BC 

 

C. Structure 

 

Prologue: the messenger (1:1) 

 

I. Confounded prayer about a problem—domestic sin (1:2–4) 

II. The LORD’s reply (1:5–11) 

III. Perplexed prayer about its solution—foreign judgment (1:12–2:1) 

IV. The LORD’s reply (2:2–20) 

V. Faith-filled prayer of worship (3:1–19) 

  

D. Significant themes of Habakkuk 

 

1. God’s ways and timing as a test of faith (Hab 1:5, 13; 3:2) 

 

2. The trial of the faithful-righteous in the midst of evil (Hab 1:4–5, 13; 2:4; 3:16–

19) 

 

E. Unity of purpose 

 

God will use a wicked nation to bring righteous judgment upon Israel, and will follow up 

with righteous judgment upon that very instrument for its wickedness. 

 

 H  : A     to B   —A  K   and K  

  are U    K 

 

F. Application 
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XIX. Zephaniah 

 

 A. Designations 

 

B. Author and date 

 

Zephaniah, ca. 640–630 BC 

 

Zephaniah is the ninth prophet we come to in The Book of the Twelve. This book marks 

the last of the first section, the preexilic nine, but it is not last chronologically. Among the 

preexilic nine, Habakkuk is last chronologically, and Zephaniah is second to last. 

 

Why is Zephaniah placed after Habakkuk (who ministered after Zephaniah)? The 

inevitable Babylonian invasion was drawing nearer, and the scope, structure, style of 

Zephaniah point to the reason. Notice the three textual anchors of Zephaniah (1:2, 18; 

3:8). 

 

C. Structure 

 

Notice three textual anchors of Zephaniah (1:2, 18; 3:8). 

 

Prologue: the messenger, the message, and the date (1:1) 

 

Introduction: Complete removal of   things from the earth (1:2–6) 

A. The comprehensive promise (1:2–3) 

B. The comprehensive reasons (1:4–6) 

1. Idolatry (1:4–5a) 

2. Double-tongued hypocrisy (1:5b) 

3. Apostasy (1:6a) 

4. Agnosticism/apathy (1:6b–c) 

 

I. Day of the LORD’s fire of jealousy for   (1:7–3:7) 

A. Comprehensively effectual day of the LORD (1:7–18) 

B. Comprehensive directives (2:1–3) 

1. To those who do not seek the LORD: gather yourselves (2:1–2) 

2. To the humble: seek the LORD (2:3) 

C. Comprehensive scope (2:4–3:8) 

1. Judgment against Gentile nations (2:4–15) 

2. Judgment against Judah (3:1–7) 

II. Day of the LORD’s fire of jealousy for    (3:8–20) 

A. God’s comprehensive promise (3:8) 

B. God’s purified people (3:[8] 9–10) 

1. Wait for Him ([3:8]) 

2. Call on His name (3:9a–b) 

3. Serve Him in unity (3:9c) 
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4. Worship (and return) (3:10) 

C. God’s purifying work (3:11–13) 

D. God’s vindicating work (3:14–20) 

 

D. Significant themes of Zephaniah 

 

1. The totality of judgment (Zeph 1:2–6, 18; 2:4–3:8) 

 

2. The day of the LORD (Zeph 1:7–8, 14–2:3) 

 

3. The ingathering and restoration of Israel (Zeph 3:14–20) 

 

E. Unity of purpose 

 

The LORD will purify the entire world in the day of His zeal. 

 

Z   E    the P     in H    —A   

N  , I   , A       H 
 

F. Application 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XX. Haggai 

  

 A. Designations 

 

B. Author and date 

 

Haggai, 520 BC 

 

C. Structure 

 

Prologue: the date and the messenger (1:1) 

 

I. The LORD’s rebuke for backwards priorities: set your worship aright (1:2–11) 

II. The godly response (1:12–15) 

III. The LORD’s encouragement: His promised Presence (2:1–9) 

IV. The LORD’s stern reminder: His faithfulness to an unclean people (2:10–19) 



29 
Oxford rev. 20190115 

V. The LORD’s eschatological promise: He will reign (2:20–23) 

 

D. Significant themes of Haggai 

 

1. The LORD’s regard for His temple (Hag 1:2, 4, 8–9, 14; 2:3, 7, 9, 15, 18) 

 

2. The LORD’s command for His people to “consider” (Hag 1:5, 7; 2:15, 18) 

 

E. Unity of purpose 

 

Haggai announced God’s directive to rebuild the temple after the exile. 

 

H  A      G      G     A 

I 
 

F. Application 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XXI. Zechariah 

 

 A. Designations 

 

B. Author and date 

 

Zechariah, ca. 520–480 BC 

 

This Zechariah, the son of Berechiah is probably the one referred to by Jesus in Matthew 

23:35; Luke 11:51. 

 
C. Structure 

 

Prologue: the date and the messenger (1:1) 

 

Introduction: a call to repentance (1:2–6) 

 

I. A series of visions revealing the LORD of hosts’ jealousy for Zion (1:7–6:8) 

A. The horsemen who patrol the earth and declare compassion for 

Jerusalem (1:7–17) 
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B. The four horns that scattered Judah and that will throw down her 

enemies (1:18–21) 

 C. The surveyor who hears that Jerusalem will be defended (2:1–13) 

D. The high priest who is used to symbolize the purification of Israel (3:1–

10) 

E. The lampstand and olive trees that declare that it will be by the Spirit 

(4:1–14) 

F. The flying scroll that speaks the curse: sinners will be held accountable 

(5:1–4) 

G. The departing basket that pictures expiation of wickedness (5:5–11) 

 H. The chariots which restrain Israel’s enemies (6:1–8) 

II. The Man, “Branch” (6:9–15) 

III. The true fast and its blessings (7:1–8:23) 

IV. Against nations (9:1–8) 

V. Deliverance for Zion (9:9–10:1) 

VI. Israel’s need of a Shepherd (10:2–12) 

VII. Israel, a helpless flock (11:1–17) 

VIII. Zion’s Future (12:1–14:21) 

 

D. Significant themes of Zechariah 

 

 1. The place of the LORD of hosts’ exceeding jealousy (72x) (cf. Zech 1:14; 8:2) 

  

Zechariah brings into focus a re-centering on Jerusalem. 

 

a. Jerusalem (42x) (Zech 1:12, 14, 16–17, 19; 2:2, 4, 12; 3:2; 7:7; 8:3–4, 8, 

15, 22; 9:9–10; 12:2–3, 5–11; 13:1; 14:2, 4, 8, 10–12, 14, 16–17, 21) 

 

b. Judah(22x) (Zech 1:12, 19, 21; 2:12; 8:13, 15, 19; 9:7, 13; 10:3, 6; 

11:14; 12:2, 4–7; 14:5, 14, 21) 

 

  c. Zion (8x) (Zech 1:14, 17; 2:7, 10; 8:2–3; 9:9, 13) 

 

 2.     (54x) 

 

3.   : the LORD, Shepherd-King-Priest 

 

 a. His first arrival 

 

(1) The entry of the King on a donkey into Jerusalem (Zech 9:9; cf. 

Matt 21:1–11) 

 

(2) Thirty pieces of silver as His price thrown in the temple for the 

potter (Zech 11:12–13; cf. Matt 26:14–16; 27:1–10) 

 


