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Biblical Apologetics 

I. Epistemology; the starting point of biblical apologetics -John 18:38 “what is truth?” this 

is the primary/quintessential question of apologetics.30 

The reality is that, when we go out into the world and give a reason/defense for the hope 

that is in us, we will, inevitably, be confronted with the question: “how do you know 

that’s true?” How we answer this question or go about answering this question shapes our 

apologetical methodology. This is the footing and foundation of sound, biblical 

apologetics. This matter dealing with truth is the field of study known as Epistemology.  

a. Epistemology- succinctly stated, epistemology is the theory of knowledge. It 

answers two questions: 1) what is truth? 2) how do we know truth? It is the theory 

of knowledge.31 

b. Epistemology is the study of how we know truth, reality and all the related 

implications of attaining knowledge. Can we know truth with certainty? What is 

the standard or authority of truth? Where does truth come from? Is truth 

universal? Does it change? Is it objective or subjective? How does anyone know 

anything at all? All these questions are answered under the umbrella of the 

discipline of “epistemology” …32 

i. One’s Epistemology is the starting point of biblical apologetics. The 

source of our truth, and the authority of our truth are matters of 

                                                 
30 This is the question that Pilate asked Jesus before the crucifixion. This was a debated question among the Greek 
philosophers in the Greco-Roman world. In Acts 17, in Athens Paul encounters these debaters of this world. It says 
in Acts 17:21, “Now all the Athenians and the strangers visiting there used to spend their time in nothing other that 
telling or hearing something new.”  
31 Clifford McManis, Biblical Apologetics, 210-211 
32 Ibid., 211.  
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presuppositions. Unashamedly, we approach the task of apologetics 

having presupposed both, the authority of truth and its source.33 

1. The authority of truth- God: The believer is to have a firm 

commitment to Yahweh as the only source of truth. Ps 31:5; 

2. The source of truth- The Scriptures: The believer must have a firm 

commitment to the to the scripture as the means by which Yahweh 

has revealed His truth. John 14:6; 16:13; 17:17; Ps 119:43, 142,  

a. Everything that we affirm and proclaim in apologetics is to 

be founded upon these truths. Note Prov. 3:5-6. 

3. P. E. Hughes says, “The construction of a system of apologetics 

that is distinctively Christian should be founded on the testimony 

of Scripture to the nature of reality in its divine, its human, and its 

cosmic aspects. It should, moreover be founded on the biblical 

testimony in its entirety, for the teaching concerning God, man, 

and the universe is plain and consistent throughout the whole of 

Scripture and is not dependent on the selection of a few isolated 

proof texts.” 

4. James Grier says, “A true defense of Christianity demands the 

open communication of self-authenticating Scripture to man…It 

would be fruitless to defend a self-authenticating Scripture abstract 

                                                 
33 Contrary to traditional apologetics, the biblical apologist does not begin on neutral ground with the unbeliever. 
Traditional apologists allege that the apologist’s job is begin trying to prove that God probably exists, using unaided 
human logic. Second, the apologist is to prove that the Scriptures are worthy of being considered as a source of 
authority, once again relying on sheer autonomous human reason to do so. Ibid., 219.  In order for apologetics to be 
biblical, it must begin with two unbending presuppositions. 1) the belief in the one and only true and living triune 
God. 2) and the truth and veracity of the self-authenticating Scriptures.  
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non-Scriptural argument…The internal evidence ought to be 

presented unashamedly from the starting point of the Bible as 

God’s authoritative Word. It ought to be presented with the force 

of an absolute demand and the prayer that God the Holy Spirit will 

open the blind eyes of the hearer so that he will see the 

overwhelming evidence and bow in repentance and faith.” 

II. Differing types of epistemology. In the discussion of epistemology, it critical that we 

make a distinction between earthly truth, and spiritual truth. When speaking of biblical 

truth, we are not speaking of truth such as mathematics, physics or other sciences, that 

man has the ability of attaining. We cannot make the mistake of lumping all truths into 

the same category. Matt 16:39-16:4; 1Cor 2:14-16.  

a. If we fail to make this distinction we are bound for methodological error.  

 

 

  

 


