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A closer look at the journey 

I. Faith: Is the starting point of the journey, as faithful Christian ambassadors for Christ in 

the world. It is also critical to note that faith permeates every aspect of apologetics.  

a. There are two aspects of faith: passive and active. We are granted faith by Jesus 

Christ, and we are called to walk in the obedience of that faith (Acts 14:27; 16:14; 

Rom 1:5; 16:25-26) 

i. It is by faith that we have come to understand the truth (Heb 11:1-3) 

ii. It is by faith that we are justified (i.e., declared to be righteous), and united 

with Christ, and reconciled to God (Rom 5:6-11; 2 Cor 5:16-18; Col 1:21-

23).  

iii. It is by faith we are made new creatures and walk in newness of life (2 Cor 

5:17; Eph 4:17-24; Rom 6:1-4; Tit 2:11-14; 1 Pet 1:13-16; 1 Tim 4:7-8) 

iv. It is by faith that we keep a clean conscience and discipline our live (1 

Tim 1:18-20; 1 Cor 9:24-27) 

1. Our genuine and active faith is where apologetics begin; for, we 

cannot proclaim and share something that we ourselves do not 

possess.  

a. “How horrible to be a preacher of the gospel and yet be 

unconverted! Let each man here whisper to his own inmost 

soul, ‘What a dreadful thing it will be for me if I should be 

ignorant of the power of the truth which I am preparing to 

proclaim!’” -C.H. Spurgeon 
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II. Epistemology: Is the study of truth (See pages 18-20).  

a. By faith and repentance, we come to the knowledge of the truth. The bible 

becomes our epistemological bedrock and foundation, concerning all of its subject 

matter, both explicitly and implicitly (Eph 4:20-21; John 14:6; 17:17; 1Thess 2: 

13; 2 Tim 2:25-26) 

b. By faith we receive the Scriptures as the authority and source of all truth.  

III. Understanding: As believers we have been given the mind of Christ. Therefore, we now 

receive/welcome and understand the truths of Scripture (1 Cor 2:14-16). As has already 

been mentioned; the only reason that a believer receives the truths of Scripture is a result 

of the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit. Apart from this work there is no hope.  

a. Because we have a knowledge and understanding of Scripture we are called to 

study it (Joshua 1:8; Ps 1:1-3; Heb 5:11-14; 2 Tim 2:15) 

i. It is critical to note the connection between our knowledge of the 

Scriptures and our ability to give a biblically reasoned answer for the hope 

that is in us (Acts 17:2; 2 Tim 3:16-17).  

1. Our thoroughness and effectiveness as biblical apologists depends 

primarily and solely on our knowledge of the sacred text. Your 

ability to reason with the world around you will be as strong as 

your knowledge of the Scriptures.36 

2. If we want to be able to give a reason/defense for the hope that is 

in us, then we have to make every effort to know it through and 

through.  

                                                 
36 We must be careful to guard against professionalism in the work of apologetics. Your limitedness and 
effectiveness in apologetics is affected by your biblical knowledge, or lack thereof and obedience to it.  
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IV. Theology: The knowledge and understanding that you possess of the Scriptures become 

your theology. Theology is made of two words: Theos, meaning God, and ology, meaning 

the study of. Thus, distilled to its most basic part, theology is the study of God. As we 

study the text of Scripture we are garnering and gleaning truth about the creator of the 

universe, and the God of our salvation.  

a. The Scriptures renew our mind and thinking about God and life (Rom 12:1-2; Eph 

4; 23).  

i. As we study the text of Scripture, systematically, we are learning truths 

about God. We are gaining a theological grid through which we think and 

reason. The bible and its doctrine/teachings become our truth system.  

V. Presuppositions: Our study of the Scriptures and the theology it yields, form our 

presuppositions. In other words, sound biblical theology produces sound biblical 

presuppositions.  

a. Key presuppositions that ought to drive and undergird our apologetics: 

i. Presuppositions concerning Revelation 

1. God has revealed himself: 

a. Generally, in creation: Psalm 19:1-6; Rom 1:19-20 

b. Specially, in the word and Christ: Psalm 19:7-11; Prov 2:1-

10; Heb 1:1-3; John 1:14-18; 8:28; 14:8-9  

ii. Anthropological (i.e. the study of man) presuppositions 

1. Man is utterly depraved 

a. Man was originally created in the image of God.37  

                                                 
37 The imago Dei 



Apologetical Methodology 

 

JEAN PIERRE 27 

 

i. Pre-Fall (Gen 1:26-30) 

ii. The Fall (Gen 3:1-6) 

iii. Post-Fall (Gen 9:6; James 3:9) 

1. It is critical to note that while all the 

faculties of man are corrupt and defiled, he 

still maintains the ‘image of God’ 

imperfectly.38 

iv. The catastrophic effects of the Fall 

1. Physical ramifications 

a. Physical death (Gen 2:15-17; 5; Rom 

5:12-14) 

2. Moral ramifications  

a. Spiritual death (Gen 6:5, 11-12; 

8:21; Eph 2:1-3; 4:17-19; Rom 3:9-

18; Col 1:21-22a; Isa 1:1-6; Jer 17:9; 

1Kgs 8:46) 

b. Spiritual helplessness (Jer 13:23; 

Rom 8:6-8; 1 Cor 2:14-16) 

c. Spiritual corruption (Matt 15:15-20; 

Mark 7:20-23; Job 15:14-16; 25:4-6; 

Ecc 7:20, 29; 9:3) 

3. External ramifications 

                                                 
38 This is the only common ground the believers and unbelievers share.  
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a. Satanic opposition39 (2 Cor 4:1-4; 1 

Cor 2:2; 1 John 5:19) 

iii. Soteriological presuppositions 

1. Salvation is of, and belongs to the Lord (Psalm 3:8; 1Kgs 8:46; Tit 

3:5; Eph 1:3-14) 

2. Salvation is a sovereign work that is wrought by God (Matt 11:25-

30; 16:13-17; Acts 11:18; Rom 9:16) 

a. Note Israel’s example- Deut 7:6-11 

b. Note the example from Paul’s missionary work ( 

i. His first missionary journey (Acts 13:44-48; 14:27) 

ii. His work among the Thessalonians (1 Thess 1:2-5) 

iii. His first convert in Europe (Acts 16:14) 

 

 

                                                 
39 Even those who have received the truth are privy to satanic opposition.  


