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We will learn five crucial instructions how the church is called to respond to suffering for their faith. 
1. Expect to Share in Christ’s Reproach 
2. Fear the Lord, Not Men  
3. Rejoice in the Benefits of Suffering 
4. Wait for Divine Justice  
5. Persevere for the Sake of Others  

 
What does our reaction to the threat of persecution reveal about us? 

1. That were human and naturally try to avoid danger. 
• We are not to desire persecution; we actually pray for peace for civil authorities 

to allow us to:  
“…lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.” 1Tim 2.2 

 
2. That we’ve been in an extended period of gospel freedom. We’ve become comfortable, 

perhaps even spiritually presumptuous, entitled to comfort.  
• It’s made us tempted to be less sober minded,  

• to be friends with the word and  

• distracted by their pleasures and their toys 
 

3. As a result, our faith is weak and untested:  
• Since 20 of 27 books of scripture explicitly mention persecution of the church, we 

have no excuse for surprise or denial. 

• Since we are told that persecution is by God to promote the gospel.  

• Since we are told that pressure grows us spiritually, and that God is in control of our 
enemies, there is no cause for fear or dread. 

• Since suffering for Christ is considered a spiritual privilege, we must not compromise 
to avoid it. 

• Since we are called to love our enemies, there is no place for fleshly anger. 
 
We need instruction to learn any new skill. Let’s strengthen our faith by reminding ourselves of the 
scriptures instructions about how to think rightly when suffering for the gospel 
 
1. Expect to Share in Christ’s Reproach 

1 Peter 4:12–14 “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes 
upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you;  

• Surprise the same word can also be translated “hospitality to a stranger” Don’t treat 
persecution as a stranger in your home!   

1 John 3:13 “Do not be surprised brethren, if the world hates you.”   
• Surprise/marvel as at miracles 
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Ephesians 3:13 Therefore I ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations on your behalf, for 
they are your glory.” 

1 Thessalonians 3:3–4 “so that no one would be disturbed by these afflictions;  

Why are we commanded not to be surprised by persecution? 
o Because Jesus Himself suffered and warned that his followers would suffer  

 Ordained by God – Jesus’ suffering and death at the hands of godless men 
occurred according to “the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God” 
and accomplished whatever the Lord’s hand and purpose “predestined to 
occur.” (Acts 2:23 Acts 4:27–28)  

 Prophesied in Scripture Luke 24:46 “Thus it is written, that the Christ would 
suffer and rise again from the dead the third day,”  

 Hebrews 5:8 “Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the 
things which He suffered.”  

 John 15:18–23 “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me 
before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own; 
but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
because of this the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, 
‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also 
persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also. But all these 
things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know the 
One who sent Me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not 
have sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. He who hates Me hates 
My Father also.  

 John 16:1–4 “These things I have spoken to you so that you may be kept 
from stumbling. They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an 
hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service 
to God. These things they will do because they have not known the Father or 
Me. But these things I have spoken to you, so that when their hour comes, 
you may remember that I told you of them. These things I did not say to you 
at the beginning, because I was with you.  

 Stumbling hinders right thinking (cf Matt. 10.22, 24.9, Mark 13.13, Lk 21.17, 
John 7.7, 17:14) 

o Because the Apostles Suffered and Predicted Believers’ Suffering  
 Acts 20:23 except that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city, 

saying that bonds and afflictions await me.  

 Acts 14:22 saying, “Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom 
of God.”  
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 1 Thes. 3:3-4 “for you yourselves know that we have been destined for this. 
For indeed when we were with you, we kept telling you in advance that we 
were going to suffer affliction; and so, it came to pass as you know.” 

 2 Timothy 3:12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted.  

 1 Peter 5:9–11 “…the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished 
by your brethren who are in the world.  

 
And yet, we remain caught off guard at the thought of persecution! A heart unprepared for 
suffering for Christ is vulnerable to: 

• Accusing God in your heart as wronging you 
• Seeking relief from suffering 
• Giving way to self-pity  

 
2. Fear the Lord, Not Men  

Luke 12:4–5 “I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after 
that have no more that they can do. But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who, 
after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him! (cf Matt. 10:28)  

Philippians 1:28 “in no way alarmed by your opponents—which is a sign of destruction for 
them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from God.” 

1 Peter 3.14 “But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. 
AND DO NOT FEAR THEIR INTIMIDATION, AND DO NOT BE TROUBLED, but sanctify Christ as Lord in 
your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an 
account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; and keep a good 
conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good 
behavior in Christ will be put to shame. For it is better, if God should will it so, that you 
suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong.”  
 Instead of intimidation 

• Strengthen your devotion to Christ 
• Ready your explanation for your gospel hope 
• Keep your conscience clean  

~~~~ one additional nuance of fear = association with the persecuted  
2 Cor. 1:6 “patiently endure the same suffering that we suffer.” 

2 Timothy 1:8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His 
prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God”  

2 Timothy 1:12 For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know 
whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to 
Him until that day.  
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Hebrews 13:3 Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are 
ill-treated, since you yourselves also are in the body.  

Fear of man will lead you to: 
• Deny Christ  

o either through silence when you should speak boldly  
o or compromise of the truth to avoid the reproach of Christ. 

• Disassociate with suffering believers  
 

3. Rejoice in the Benefits of Suffering 
Rejoice in an incomparable reward 

Luke 6:22–23 “Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and insult you, and 
scorn your name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man. Be glad in that day and leap for joy, 
for behold, your reward is great in heaven. For in the same way their fathers used to treat 
the prophets. (cf Matt 5.10-12) 

Romans 8:18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  

2 Corinthians 4:17–18 For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight 
of glory far beyond all comparison,” 

Hebrews 10:32–34 But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you 
endured a great conflict of sufferings, partly by being made a public spectacle through 
reproaches and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers with those who were so 
treated. For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and accepted joyfully the seizure of 
your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and a lasting one.  

Hebrews 11:24–26 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to 
enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward. 

Hebrews 13:12–14 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His 
own blood, suffered outside the gate. So, let us go out to Him outside the camp, bearing 
His reproach. For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city which is to 
come.  

Rejoice in the privilege of suffering  
Acts 5:41 “So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they 
had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.  

Philippians 3:10 “That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the 
fellowship of his sufferings.” 
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Colossians 1:24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share 
on behalf of His body, which is the church, in filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions. 

Philippians 1:29 “For to you it has been granted [lit a grace-gift] for Christ’s sake, not only 
to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, experiencing the same conflict which you 
saw in me, and not hear to be in me.” 

Rejoice in the God’s Provision in suffering     

1 Peter 4:13–14 “but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on 
rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. If you 
are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests on you.  

2 Corinthians 4:8–10 we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying 
about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our 
body.  

2 Corinthians 6:4–10 “in much endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, in 
beatings, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger, in purity, in 
knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love, in the word of truth, 
in the power of God; by the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and the left, by 
glory and dishonor, by evil report and good report; regarded as deceivers and yet true; as 
unknown yet well-known, as dying yet behold, we live; as punished yet not put to death, as 
sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as having nothing yet 
possessing all things  

2 Corinthians 12:10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with 
distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I 
am strong.  

o Well-content 
o Well pleased, glad, prefer, consider it best, take pleasure 

 
4. Wait for Divine Justice  

Luke 1:71 Salvation FROM OUR ENEMIES, And FROM THE HAND OF ALL WHO HATE US;  

2 Timothy 4:14-15a “Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm; the Lord will repay 
him according to his deeds.” 

2 Timothy 4:17-18 But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that through me 
the proclamation might be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might hear; and I 
was rescued out of the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed, and will 
bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
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Jesus himself waited! 1 Peter 2:23 “and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; 
while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges 
righteously;” 

1 Peter 4:19 Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their 
souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.  

2 Thessalonians 1:4-10 therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches 
of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions 
which you endure. This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be 
considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering. For after all it 
is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to give relief to you 
who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be reveled from heaven with His 
mighty angels in flaming fire dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to 
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus These will pay the penalty of eternal 
destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, when He 
comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have 
believed…”  

Revelation 6:9–11 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls 
of those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony 
which they had maintained; and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, 
holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on 
the earth?” And there was given to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they 
should rest for a little while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their 
brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, would be completed also.”  

Such trust in God’s judgement enables us to be merciful and pitying of our enemies 
o Luke 6:27-28 “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who 

curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 

o Philippians 3.18 For many walk, of whom I have often told you, and now tell you 
even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ.”  

o 1 Corinthians 4:11–13 “To this present hour we are both hungry and thirsty, and 
are poorly clothed, and are roughly treated, and are homeless; and we toil, working 
with our own hands; when we are reviled, we bless; when we are persecuted, we 
endure; when we are slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become as the scum of 
the world, the dregs of all things, even until now.”    
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5. Persevere for the Sake of Others  
Acts 20:23–24 … the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city, saying that bonds 
and afflictions await me. But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so 
that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to 
testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God.  

2 Timothy 2:9–10 for which I suffer hardship even to imprisonment as a criminal; but the 
word of God is not imprisoned. For this reason, I endure all things for the sake of those who 
are chosen, so that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it 
eternal glory.  

Philippians 1:12–14 “Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have 
turned out for the greater progress of the gospel, so that my imprisonment in the cause of 
Christ has become well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else 
and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far 
more courage to speak the word of God without fear.  

 
Conclusion 
Since we are called to think God’s thoughts after him, rather than fear, deny, become angry toward 
our enemies, we must: 

1. Expect to Share in Christ’s Reproach 
2. Fear the Lord, Not Men  
3. Rejoice in the Benefits of Suffering 
4. Wait for Divine Justice  
5. Persevere for the Sake of Others  

 
Two final thoughts, in closing 

1. Be warned that failure to endure proves unbelief 
Mark 4:16–17 “In a similar way these are the ones on whom seed was sown on the rocky 
places, who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with joy; and they have no 
firm root in themselves, but are only temporary; then, when affliction or persecution arises 
because of the word, immediately they fall away.  

2. Be encouraged that persecution cannot separate you from the Love of God  
Romans 8:35ff “Who will separate us from the Love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness or peril or sword? For just as it is written, ‘For Your 
sake we are being put to death all day long; we were considered as sheep to be 
slaughtered.’ But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature 
thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 


