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Let’s take our hearts before the Lord together.  Father, we have been crucified with Christ our Savior, 

and it is no longer we who live, but You live in us.  I pray that as we come to Your Word and bring our hearts 

under it, this would be our greatest joy—to learn of You, be taught in You.  Humble us by Your truth, we pray, 

in Your Name.  Amen. 

Good morning.  It’s so good to be back with you.  Thank you so much for ministering faithfully while I 

was in Honduras.  I watched by Livestream, which was fun.  Had an opportunity to listen to Matt preach and 

evaluate...I mean, just listen...you know, and just enjoy the service.  It was really funny, because I had an 

occasion to watch the first 15 minutes of the second service, and so I heard all that went on in the first service, 

and then in the second service our beloved Todd Murray was opening the service and he said, “I don’t think the 

pastor is watching this service, so now we can do whatever we want to do.”  So I texted a friend in the 

congregation at that moment and said, “I just heard that.”  And then I tagged the note with “Livestream 

accountability.” 

Well, it was delightful to be able to feel like I was attached to this wonderful place while I was gone.  

Honduras was a marvelous time.  Many of you have prayed and asked how it went.  I’m so appreciative of that.  

We had a wonderful time at the conference center down there.  That is, it’s the Evangelical Ministry of the 

Americas in Honduras.  It’s up in a village, or really a city, called Siguatepeque.  And it is a great school.  They 

have a seminary there for Central Americans, Latin Americans, South Americans—a Spanish-speaking 

seminary. 

There’s also a modular conference sort of format several weekends a year.  They bring in ministers and 

professors and others from the States who are connected with that ministry, and we teach for four days to 

pastors.  And so there were somewhere around 175 pastors or so that were there that weekend throughout the 

time.  And we just had a wonderful time worshipping together, singing the Lord’s praises together, and 

discussing the troubles and difficulties and challenges of ministry in Central America and all throughout that 

area.   

There were pastors from Honduras, of course, and Nicaragua and El Salvador and Costa Rica—places 

like that.  So it was really a marvelous time.  I’m massively encouraged when I’m there just sharing with them.  

We had a question and answer time the very last session, and the questions are just absolutely wonderful—all 

over the map, so we’re all over the Scriptures in our interaction together on that final day.   

And of course the churches on Sunday that I was able to preach in, both in the morning and the 

evening—just a rich time.  A lot of the churches there––of course, they have very little in terms of resources––

but a lot of them minister to the kinds of situations that we have a smattering of in our culture or our churches, 

but they minister to all the time.  Very, very similar to inner-city ministries in America, where the single-mother 
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population is huge, the orphan population is huge, the impoverished and needy population is huge.  Of course, 

the false doctrine is rampant through Roman Catholicism and a variety of other superstitious ideals and beliefs. 

So whenever I’m there serving, it’s just marvelous to be in a place where the contrast is obvious, and 

nobody’s playing any games.  There’s no game really to play.  And when I’m there I observe things about 

church life in places like that.  In cultures where resources are severely limited, body life takes on a much more 

desperate ethos.  And what I mean by that is that they don’t have time to play games.  And so it’s interesting—

they’re not a culture where you can enjoy the comforts of life that most cultures can enjoy, although there are 

some.   

And so what happens is when you come to Christ in that culture, you long to be together in the body of 

Christ.  You long to be at church.  If you know anything about the gospel, you long to be there.  And you don’t 

waste even the smallest resource on the service of ministry and one another and in the service of the gospel.  

You come to the ministry in places like that assuming personal sacrifice as a way of life.  You assume it.  

You’re not trying to protect some turf.  You’re not taking on ministry as a barnacle or an attachment to your 

otherwise comfortable existence.   

You actually know and assume—having already been sometimes quite often disowned from your 

family for coming to Christ—you now assume you’re going to make sacrifices in serving Christ in the body.  

They’re much more content, it seems to me, with loss, with the loss of personal comforts.  They complain a lot 

less.  They share openly about their walk with Christ with great enthusiasm.  They pray over needs first before 

they start trying to solve them in human ingenuity.  When you think about it, they can’t afford to be complacent 

in ministry.  Can’t afford to be.   

You know, we hear about car thieves coming into our parking lot and suddenly we get very alert.  Uh 

oh.  I’ve got to protect my things.  What’s interesting about that, and ironic, is that in our culture there’s a 

spiritual thief in this very place trying to steal spiritual resources, and we do very little about it.  We’re not 

necessarily nervous all the time, alert.  In very advanced cultures like ours, churches seem at some point to 

become edgeless.  We lose our edge in the essentials of the gospel very quickly.   

The passion and excitement of new church plants is obvious, but then very quickly in a comfortable 

culture they sort of want the savvy environment all of a sudden.  Nothing wrong with having what God gives us 

to do ministry, but it becomes almost club-like.  Very quickly churches become an environment where perks are 

sought after, and benefits—if you join up—are the thing that we set our heart and mind on.  And the progression 

is fairly typical.  If you have a new church plant, there is vibrancy, there is excitement, there is sort of an 

untamed kind of nature to it.  It’s hungry, passionate for the truth, wanting to serve one another.  Everybody’s 

integrated—very active and dynamic body life. 
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And then having built a ministry on good sound teaching, which it ought to, the church then becomes a 

doctrinally sound ministry—and really a powerhouse of equipping and sending and training, as it should be.  

And that’s really what GIBC has been now.  It’s a place where there’s a core group of people who understand 

the doctrine.  We live for it.  We love it.  And we’re being equipped, and we’re being sent, and we’re beginning 

to serve one another in more mature ways.  And out of that God is raising up then those that we might send to 

do the work of the ministry in wider fields.   

But here’s the difficulty.  The next generation’s coming up.  They didn’t see the new vibrancy and the 

hunger and sort of the untamed wild nature of brand new first-generation believers.  And they come into an 

environment now—either raised in our families or saved out of this culture and come into this church—and the 

cost has not been contributed to by them.  They haven’t paid the cost.  They haven’t paved the way.  They 

haven’t been a part of what was fought for by the core of the flock.   

And so the danger is that they come in and join all of that strength, and then suddenly that strength 

starts to take on the feel of being automatic.  It starts to take on the feel of just being axiomatic.  It’s expected.  

It’s what we expect.  The fruit begins to feel like something that, well, we just ought to have.  We just ought to 

have abundant ministry.  It ought to be that way.  It always has been that way.  It ought to be that way.  The 

deep roots will always be strong roots, or so the assumption goes. 

And it’s a dangerous equation, because if you think about it, abundant ministry fruit plus spiritual 

protection by your doctrine and shepherding plus cultural wealth and enough time—and you’ve got a problem.  

For sooner or later, it will equal carelessness and complacency.  In other words, the fear of God begins to fade.   

Now, we’re warned about this in the Scriptures, and so we return to our study of the book of Romans, 

and that’s where we find ourselves.  We’re being excited, challenged, commanded, driven, urged, persuaded to 

make sure that that final step of complacency is avoided, that the next generation coming in understands the 

cost of the cross and then sees the cost of the cross lived out in the lives of the people who’ve gone before.   

Why?  Why is that essential?  Because we don’t want to have the same problem that happened in Israel, 

as Psalm 78 indicates.  They failed to pass on the fear of God to the next generation.  And so we want to fear 

God.  We want that untamed hunger that the Word of God swallows up and tames for exciting ministry.  We 

want that to be an ever-present undercurrent in our ministry.   

And so what Paul says in Romans is, “Look.  I’ve given you the gospel.  I’ve told you all about it.  For 

eleven chapters, I have explained everything you’ve been given in Christ Jesus.”  “It’s enough,” is what he’s 

saying.  “It’s sufficient.  It’s all you need to accomplish what I’m about to urge you to accomplish.”  And as you 

know––if you’ve been with us in our study––we are in chapter 12, and it just begins to explode with the only 

possible, rational, logical way of life for the church, given the gospel.   
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We fear God.  We sacrifice everything in worship, verse one told us.  If you haven’t been with us, this 

is just sort of getting ourselves on the runway to get off the ground again.  And we do it by transformation.  The 

Spirit of God transforms the believer.  He makes us new.  He makes us new inside and out.  In fact, that’s the 

direction of it—from the inside to the outside.  Our mind and heart need to be renovated.  We need to be 

weaned off of the old life and old wisdom.  We need to be weaned off of self-righteousness, self-indulgence, 

selfish ways of life, self-worship.   

And the way that is done is we are transformed by the renewing of our minds in that which is good and 

acceptable and perfect—indeed, the will of God.  So it is the Word of God that explains the will of God, and the 

good and perfect, or complete and acceptable, way of life for the believer is the Word of God that transforms 

our minds.   

And it comes when we are humble, and we yield to it in true faith.  We get that in verse three.  It is 

grace that’s given to us.  And Paul says, “I want everyone not to think more highly of himself than he ought to 

think; but to think so as to have sound judgment.”  Here it is.  I want you to be in a right perspective of yourself.  

I want you to make sure you understand your place.  And I want you to be sure that you serve according to what 

is explained in this text. 

And so he tells us in the first five verses to be humble and live your life as a living sacrifice to Christ, 

and in six through eight we saw that he says that you’ve been given a gift, a package, a wiring from the Spirit of 

God and a supernatural enabling grace given according to who you are, and who we want you to be.  “And I 

want you to roll up your sleeves,” he says, “and just get after it without ceasing.”  

And then we came to wisdom in action.  Verses nine through thirteen give us just sort of a grocery list.  

This is really the divine audit.  If someone came to our church and was directly appointed by God to evaluate 

our ministry, this is the audit right here.  This is what should show up on the report.  This should be the results.  

And I told you originally there were 13 in this list, and actually when I counted them it is true that there are 13 

if you split the second part of verse nine in two, but I actually in my notes combined those two into one, so your 

list will only have 12.  Just so you know.   

I made that same error in Colorado and I said 13, and I only gave them 12, and people were saying, 

“What?  It’s over.  We just said amen.  What are you talking about?  Where’s the 13th?”  Somebody came and 

pointed that out to me, and I said I was never good at math, so...  There are actually 12, because we combined 

the second one.   

And what I did was give a one-word descriptor of each of these, and I know that this list has been 

waiting to be completed, and I know we’re kind of walking through this list, and we’ll even give you the review 

of them if you haven’t been with us.  We’ll do just a brief mention of them, the ones we’ve studied so far in 
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depth.  But I don’t want to rush this, because if this is what prevents complacency, then we dare not gloss over 

what God gives us in this text.   

Now, in these attributes, these are attributes of what I like to call, “The Wisdom-driven Church.”  Look, 

if we’re thinking of ourselves rightly and humbly, then we fear God.  And out of that fear comes wise living as 

a church.  And then he just describes it in action here.  Let me just give you the ones we’ve covered so far.   

1. There was integrity.  Integrity.  “Let love be without hypocrisy.”  Clearly love drives everything in 
the church, but the kind of love that is to be in the church is not a sappy, sentimentalistic love that 
tolerates sin or doesn’t love someone enough to tell them they’re wrong and in error.  This kind of 
love is humble.  This kind of love is not proud.  But this kind of love loves someone enough to say, 
“Hey, you’re on a path that’s dangerous, and I don’t want you to be on that path.”  You do the same 
with your children, and Proverbs says if you don’t do that with your children you hate them.  You 
don’t love them.  Well, it’s the same in the church.  We mutually help one another, and this kind of 
love is genuine, he says.  It’s without hypocrisy.  It’s without a mask.  You’re not doing it to gain a 
benefit from them.  You’re not doing it to gain an advantage over them.  You’re not doing it to be 
over them in some position of superiority.  You’re doing it because you really desire their good.  
It’s the word agapé.  It’s to do good to someone without a motive for personal gain. 

2. There was purity.  “Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.”  The body of Christ ought to be a 
reflection of Christ, and because He is pure, then in our actions, in the things we love and the things 
we hate, it should reflect what He loves and what He despises.  And so we’re just told flat-out here, 
“Here’s what I want you to do.  Anything that represents a denigration of Christ, a denigration of 
His Word, a denigration of all that is holy and good and heavenly, a denigration of the gospel—
anything that would actually save a sinner from destruction—I don’t want you to glory in that.  I 
don’t want you to be entertained by it.  I want you to abhor it.  Don’t let it be glorified.”  There’s 
evil around us.  We understand that.  We’re going to be exposed to it.  But I want you to see its 
destructiveness, and I want you to despise the worldliness, the satanic elements and influence, and 
the fleshliness behind it.  And on the other hand, I want you to cling to what is good.  The word is 
“to be immersed in totally,” in all that is the opposite of evil, all that is biblical, all that is good. 

3. Loyalty.  “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.”  This is the idea of loving one another in 
such a way that you’re in the trenches together.  Brotherly love is the idea of, “Hey, we’re fighting 
battles together, and we’re developing a companionship.”  The way to see this is we’re devoted as a 
family.  Now, I know we’re not all as close as we are with others in the church, and I know we’re 
not all the same.  But in the body of Christ there is to be this devoted companionship.  You’re my 
family.  I’m your family.  And that never changes.  That’s this word.  So we called that loyalty. 

4. Civility.  “Giving preference to one another in honor,” the end of verse ten there.  There are those 
two sides of this.  One is the idea that others’ concerns and interests are a priority more than your 
own.  So whenever they collide, then others’ interests and concerns are to become a greater concern 
and burden than your own self-interests.  And then second, honor.  You are to honor others above 
you.  You’re to consider them as even more valuable, more important.  That’s the idea here—
civility. 
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5. Tenacity.  Tenacity, “not lagging behind in diligence.”  This isn’t, as I said, the idea of being more 
busy for busyness’ sake.  But this is the idea—because diligence carries this idea of all the energy 
you muster for the most important battles of life or the most important things of life—all that kind 
of energy and adrenaline you should supply over the long haul for spiritual benefit.  So what is this?  
This is streamlined busyness.  This is, “Hey, here are the spiritual priorities in my life.  Everything 
in my life serves those spiritual priorities.  And those don’t get out of whack simply because I have 
other interests.”  Spiritual streamlining for spiritual benefit.  And that means conversely then, “I’m 
not going to fall into patterns of comfort worship.”  Comforts of life come and go.  God sometimes 
allows them.  Sometimes He doesn’t.  But we should never worship them.  We should never want 
them to the point where we’ll sin to get them, or sin to keep them. 

6. The sixth attribute here is intensity.  Intensity, notice, “fervent in spirit.”  Fervent in spirit.  That is 
the idea that you absolutely...your passion for the things of God, while it does wane in our fleshly 
weakness, it is ever and always increasing in its brightness and its white-hot flame for the things 
that are most important to God.  And so he includes the word here.  I love that.  He’s not just 
saying, “Hey, do all of these with a little bit of energy.”  He’s separating this one out, and said, “Be 
intense in the Christian life.  Love it.”  
 

Well, we stopped at number six, and I want to just continue here then with number seven and following.  

So, integrity, purity, loyalty, civility, tenacity, intensity—number seven, duty.  Number seven, duty.  Notice at 

the end of verse 11 this wonderful little phrase, “serving the Lord.”  The word for Lord there is in the emphatic 

position.  It has the article.  It’s in the emphatic position up front in the sentence, meaning that He is the center.  

He is the focus.  He is the high point, the high mark.   

We could say it this way: nothing on earth can be the standard.  Christ is the standard for our work, our 

ministry.  So we don’t compare ourselves to other ministries as if to say, “Hey, as long as we’re matching what 

they’re doing, we’re okay.”  Or, “As long as we’re better than what they’re doing, we’re okay.”  Or, “As long as 

we’re not as bad as that, we’re doing okay.”  Earthly ministries, earthly things, cannot be any kind of a standard.   

And in the emphatic position here you find Paul saying, “Look, the Lord you ought to be serving,” and 

he uses that term for slave here—a form of that word for slave.  “You ought to see yourself as a slave of the 

Lord in your service.”  So serving Christ cannot be equally compared with any other thing we do.  To be His 

slave and to do our duty is the highest calling of all of His creatures.  It’s the highest calling any creature can 

enjoy.   

Some people are bothered by the word duty.  I’m not bothered by the word duty at all—if it means duty 

to Christ.  I don’t much care for words of conforming when it comes to this life.  I mean, just like anybody else, 

constraints and restrictions, you know, they tug and pull at my freedoms and my sense of independence.   

And then you add our culture to it, and we’re sort of...it’s in the fabric of who we are.  “Hey, that’s my 

space behind my walls.  Get off my property.  It’s my private world.  None of your business.”  Right?  We have 
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civil laws that protect us from someone invading our “private world.”  There’s nothing necessarily inherently 

sinful about that, but that cannot come over into the service of the church, as if we say, “Lord, if You’re going 

to put a duty on me, well, that seems like drudgery to me.”  

And notice the term, being a “slave of the Lord.”  Luke 17:10 says, “Look, when you’ve done 

everything that I’ve commanded, then consider yourself this way: I am an unworthy slave.”  And then he adds 

this relative clause, “...who has only done what is expected of him.”  That’s interesting.  You say, “Oh, when I 

serve the Lord, I want to do it with my whole heart.  I want to do it with the purest of motives.”  Well, I do too.   

But, you know, duty to Christ is a pure motive?  Luke 17:10 says it.  Duty to Christ, conformity to His 

will, obeying Christ, is a pure motive.  It’s a high motive.  Why?  Because it’s what’s expected of slaves.  To 

obey the Lord out of a sense of duty to Christ and Who He is and what He has done IS the highest delight for 

the Christian.  Serving the Lord in His church out of duty is to serve the Lord out of delight.  It’s a delight being 

His slave.  It’s an undeserved privilege to serve the Lord in His church.  It’s a challenge.  It’s full of hardship.  

It’s part of what it means to be a good soldier.   

But it is nonetheless a delight.  I don’t fear the word conformity or duty.  I actually love those terms.  

They’re precious to me, because they help me remember something very, very important about what it means to 

serve Christ every day faithfully.  Those words, duty and conformity are not the only words the Bible uses.  The 

Bible does use joy.  The Bible does use motives like love and affection and all those things.  But we cannot for 

the sake of using those sentimental sounding words eliminate words like duty and conformity because to use 

those words, and for those words to become precious to you, it reminds you of something very important.   

When I think of obeying the Lord as His slave out of duty and conformity, it reminds that I don’t need 

some self-satisfying motive.  I don’t need to know that if I serve Him, I’m going to get something.  A slave 

never imagined himself getting anything.  He was bought.  He was purchased.  I’ve been bought with a price.  

Christ Himself has purchased me.  He owns me.  So all I need to know is I am the precious possession of Christ.  

And as His precious possession I don’t need some self-satisfying motive for serving Him.  None.  I’ve been 

bought with a price, and guess what?  He’s the sweetest Master of all.  He’s the most precious Master.  And the 

duty of serving Him is the most precious delight and privilege I could ever imagine.   

Do you know what happens to us?  When we begin to think of duty to Christ as some sort of unfeeling 

drudgery, something’s happened inside of us.  And I want to just list for you a few suggestions here.  If you’ve 

gotten to your place in the Christian life where you have seen service to Christ as drudgery—as language in the 

Bible of obeying and submitting and duty and conformity—as cold, as passionless, there may be some things 

inside of you that need to be examined.   

First of all––what happens when duty becomes lifeless, cold orthodoxy––first of all is wrong 

expectations.  Wrong expectations.  What expectation does a slave have?  “Okay, I’ve been bought.  So now my 
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only task, if you will, is to live as my master wishes.  That’s it.  To do what my master wishes, live as my 

master wishes.”  Now, in an earthly sense, if I’m living under a fallen master, slavery’s pretty hard and harsh 

and oppressive, as every culture has manifested it including our own in the past.   

But slavery to Christ can’t ever be compared to such things, because Christ has never been imperfect.  

He has never been anything but the sweetest Master.  He’s never been anything but the One Who’s paid the 

highest price, offered the greatest benefit, fought the greatest battle, won the greatest victory.  He’s never 

offered anything but the sweetest of work and labor, and He’s never asked us to do anything without also 

providing the strongest and most powerful of provision to His people. 

Here’s what happens.  We get wrong expectations.  “Well, I didn’t expect to have to submit in that area.  

I know He owns me, but I didn’t expect that.”  Or, “I didn’t expect to have that kind of temptation come at me.”  

Or, “I didn’t expect circumstances to provide that kind of pressure, or my spouse to do that kind of thing, or my 

economics to result in this kind of difficulty and challenge.  I didn’t expect that.  I didn’t expect service to 

Christ to mean I’ve got to give the gospel to that group of people, or I’ve got to give my money to support that 

need, or we’ve got to support and send people to that country, or I myself have to go to that uncomfortable 

neighbor.” 

See, we come at the Scriptures with wrong expectations.  What are they based on?  They’re based on 

complacency.  They’re based on things here.  “I’m attached to things here.  I like my comfort, and Lord, I’ll go 

to church.  I’ll go to GIBC.  Man, it’s a happening place.  I like it.  I like the people.  I even can tolerate the 

preaching now and again.  But Lord, You’re asking me to do that?  Now they’re telling me that that’s my duty.  

I don’t like that.”  See, what happens is your expectations have become incorrect. 

What is the expectation of a slave?  “What is Your wish, Lord?  You bought me.  Thank You for 

buying me.  Thank You for taking possession of me, because prior to You purchasing me, I had nothing.  Prior 

to You purchasing me, I was homeless, orphaned by my sin.  Thank You.”  I don’t get to Your house, Your 

work and Your field and say, “Ah, I’m not really sure anymore.  I know You bought me out of that, but that’s 

old hat now.  That’s done.  I’ve got my receipt.  I’m good to go.”  No, a slave doesn’t do that.  He doesn’t have 

any expectations except, “What is Your wish, Lord?”  

How about wrong theology?  How about wrong theology?  That’s what happens.  We don’t understand 

the cross, do we?  We don’t understand that in purchasing us, it was a price not only we could not pay, but one 

He did not deserve to pay.  So in purchasing us, it isn’t as though He came to the slave market and saw a slave 

of value.  I mean, there we are standing on the block with nothing to offer.  In fact, the Person purchasing us 

sees us rightly, as an enemy, and still makes the purchase.   

Sometimes it’s wrong theology that leads us to expect that we don’t have to do any duty for the Lord.  

Sometimes it’s a wrong power in our attempts to serve.  Wrong power in our attempts to serve—you say, what 
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do you mean?  Well, we become duty cold; we become lifeless in our service, not because God calls us to duty.  

He does.  Not because He calls us to service that is selfless.  Not because He says, “Obey.”  And we don’t 

become cold simply because that’s the language the Bible uses.  “Hey, submit.”  No, the Bible says submit all 

the time.  All over the place.  “You—submit.”  It says it.  You don’t like the “s” word?  You’re going to have to 

do a lot of editing.  It’s there. 

And you know what it means?  Come under.  Be in subjection to.  Arrange yourself under permanently, 

as one who is told what to do.  I know we don’t love that, because we’re so bound up in our independence.  But 

here’s the problem.  When we go to serve God, we want something else to charge us up except the Lord 

Himself.  We want feelings to charge us up.  We want people to be servable, much more servable.  We want the 

ministry to be a lot less trouble.  “Hey, I served, but people stomped on me.  I don’t like that.”  “Hey, I did my 

ministry.  I put my gifts into practice, and people stepped on me.  Lord, come on.  Now it just feels like duty.”  

Yeah, well you have come with an attempt to serve in your own standard, in your own power, 

according to your own strength, according to your own terms.  Shouldn’t have your own terms, because then 

it’s human power in which you’re serving, and now you need the juice of earthly things to keep serving.  And 

when you don’t get the jolt from people and from circumstances and from life and from the ministry itself, 

nothing is given back to you—guess what?  You’re serving with a desire for something in return, and your 

energy is going to go.  You’re serving in the flesh.  The flesh can’t accomplish anything.  Only the Spirit of God 

can energize you to serve even an enemy, right?  So wrong expectations will turn duty into drudgery.  Wrong 

theology about the cross and sin and its cure will lead you to a cold, lifeless energy-less duty and service.  And a 

wrong attempt by your own power will do that.   

There’s also one more: wrong glory.  Wrong glory.  Every time my sense of duty to Christ as His slave 

has turned cold, it is not joylessness that’s the problem.  It is self-righteousness that’s the problem.  Every time.  

When I lose my joy in serving Christ, it’s because I want credit.  Oh, I will say with my lips, “I’m a slave of 

Christ,” but don’t you dare ask me to shackle myself to Him as His slave.  I at least want some credit for what I 

do. 

Beloved, listen.  Paul says here in this passage, here’s what the body of Christ is to look like.  You are 

to be genuine in your love.  You are to be pure.  You’re to be loyal to Christ and to one another as a family.  

You are to consider others as more important, so that should produce a Christian civility, a godly civility.  And 

you should be tenacious at it.  You should be diligent, or at least striving to bring all that energy to this task.  

And it should be with fervency.  People should notice.   

Not that you don’t ever go through trials or that you’re weak, but that you are fervent about Christ.  You 

can’t talk about Christ and not have a smile come over your face, or a tear of conviction come down your face.  

You can’t.  Christ is everything.  His cross is everything.  It produces a fervency in us.  He produces that 
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because He lives inside of us.  Some churches—they just have none of that.  And I know what’s wrong.  It isn’t 

because they don’t have enough coffee machines.  They’re not putting their heart and soul in the right thing. 

And on the heels of that Paul says then, “In all of that, I want there to be this dutiful slavery to Jesus.”  

Slavery.  Duty.  Who would ever think that obeying the sweetest, most perfect, most precious Savior and Master 

of all could ever be drudgery?  I’ll tell you, I can.  Because I have wrong expectations and wrong theology, and 

I serve according to the flesh, in the wrong power.  And sometimes I just want credit.   

And then when it all runs cold, guess what I do?  I misdiagnose the problem.  “It’s not really me.  I 

don’t have wrong expectations.  I didn’t serve in my own power.  I tried to serve in Your power, God.  It just 

didn’t happen.”  No, you’re misdiagnosing it.  “No, Lord, I couldn’t be self-righteous.  No, that’s not why it’s 

drudgery.  It’s drudgery because the Bible says duty, and I don’t like that.  I like the terms that say joy and 

delight and friendliness and pleasantness and pastel colors and...  That’s what I like about Jesus.  He’s kind and 

compassionate.”  Really?  That He is.  He is those things perfectly.  That’s how you got saved.  But He’s also 

violently opposed to sin, and that too is how you got saved, because He laid there and let all that be poured out 

on Himself.  My duty to Christ is my highest joy.   

Look at Philippians 1 before we close here.  Very important text.  Philippians 1:12.  Paul says, “I want 

you to know, brethren, that my circumstances,” he’s in prison, by the way, “my circumstances have turned out 

for the greater progress of the gospel.”  Oh, you’re in prison.  You’re thinking about the gospel, Paul?  Yeah, 

it’s “turned out for the greater progress of the gospel, so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has 

become well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else.”  Man, the official guards are 

listening up?  People are coming to talk to him.  Guards are wanting to see who this Paul guy is, who turns 

cities upside down. 

Verse 14, “And that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far 

more courage to speak the word of God without fear.”  Paul’s in prison.  He’s looking at it and saying, “Man, 

this is great.  This is like I’m on stage now.  My life and the gospel has a megaphone through my imprisonment, 

and some have come to Christ because of it, and they have far more courage to speak the word of God without 

fear.”  

“Now there are some in ministry,” he says, verse 15, “who are preaching Christ even from envy and 

strife, but some also from good will.”  There’s all kinds of preachers out there.  And some “do it out of love”—

their good will results in preaching out of genuine love––“knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the 

gospel.”  

In other words, when they’re preaching out there, they’re not denigrating Paul or his ministry.  They’re 

not detaching themselves from the reproach of his imprisonment.  They’re saying, “Oh, I’m with Paul.  I have 
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the same message as Paul.  And he’s in prison because he’s been more courageous, and that emboldens us.”  

And so they are appointed for the defense of the gospel like Paul.  So they preach out of love. 

But there are some, verse 17, that “proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition rather than from pure 

motives,” because they think they can further heap on the shame of my imprisonment by their words.  Now, 

that’s interesting.  I’d be sitting there in the prison saying, “I am paying the real cost.  You guys out there who 

are preaching with bad motive—you’re not paying any cost at all.”  And while Paul does call attention to it—

he’s not saying that their bad motives aren’t anything; they are bad motives, and he calls attention to them—but 

notice, verse 18, “What then?  Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ,” the real Christ, 

“is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice.”  

“Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayers and 

the provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, according to my earnest expectation and hope.”  Notice what his 

expectation is.  It’s on Christ, what Christ wants to do, for the season Christ wants to do it, and he’s going to 

serve and make himself available.  He says, “I will not be put to shame in anything,” in other words, the gospel 

itself, and my integrity in the gospel won’t be put to shame, “but that with all boldness, Christ will even now, as 

always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.” 

He’s a slave.  He’s a slave of Christ.  He is living out Romans 12.  This is his duty.  Now verse 21.  

“For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”  This is the call to serve the Lord.  You say, “You just preached 

a sermon on three words.” Well, there’s a lot there, isn’t there?  There’s a lot to think about.  This is why it’s so 

very important that we anchor ourselves in these commands.  They’re not to be glossed over.  Sometimes we 

read them and gloss over them.  They’re not to be glossed over.  This is the audit of the church.  This is what 

should come up on the spiritual audit.  These are the strength and conditioning attributes of the life of the 

church.  This is the safeguard against complacency. 

You younger generation that’s coming up, we’re going to be working for you.  We’re going to be 

working to hand you the fear of God through our lives.  You hold us, as an older generation, to that.  And we in 

turn will hold you to the truth that says, “Stay away from the world, and don’t let that crowd out with its 

comforts and its lies what God wants you to do in the church long-term.” 

Father, thank You for what You have given us today in this text of Scripture, this sweet provision.  

Thank You that in such simplicity and clarity we’re convicted—so convicted.  How many times have we had, 

even perhaps this morning already, wrong expectations, wrong theology, wrong understanding of what took 

place at the cross?  We’ve operated in the flesh, in wrong power.  And we have wanted credit.  Forgive us, 

Lord.  Thank You for the preciousness of Your wisdom.   

And Lord, there are some here today, perhaps, and so far they just don’t see it.  And they may think 

they do, because they’re sitting here.  They’re going to walk out that door, O God, blind.  I pray that we be 
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salvifically kind to them like You were kind to us, that You would draw near to them in grace.  I know they’re 

an enemy, sold into bondage to sin.  I know what that’s like.  We know what that’s like, Lord.  You purchased 

us from it and made us slaves of Your work, possessions of Your kingdom.  We pray that You would move 

powerfully through Your truth.  Grant repentance and faith to those who don’t yet believe.  And may they learn 

to serve You in joy and fervency and love.  Make them a part of our church—good church, good body life.   

And Lord, keep us from complacency, self-satisfaction, comfort.  We’re not asking for trials that would 

crush our faith, but we’re asking for great faith to trust You no matter what.  So help us and increase our faith 

by Your love and kindness, we pray in Christ’s Name.  Amen. 
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