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God's Promises Are Irrevocable and Absolutely Flawless, Part 5 
Romans 9:19-23 

Lord, thank You for that tremendous expression in song and it reflects our hearts. We come to Your Word and when 
we come it is required of us that we be submissive to Your truth, these are great privileges for us to be renewed in 
our minds by Your Spirit. The soil of our heart has been turned up, we’re ready and we know that all we have is 
You and so we know You’re sufficient, so we ask for Your powerful, sufficient, authoritative, transforming Word 
would do a work in us in this time of study. For Your sake, we pray. Amen.  

Man, such great, great powerful expressions of praise to the Lord this morning and you ought to sit up on the front 
row, I’m telling you, you’re missing out if you’re back there. Next week we ought to all be right up here on the 
front, I mean, it’s incredible to hear all that music, those voices coming forward behind me, it’s just wonderful.  

I’m thrilled to be back with you and I know when I’m out of the pulpit, and there are some guests with us, it’s great 
to hear the Word of God taught on a variety of subjects, but is does take us away from our present study of the book 
of Romans, and so we’re going back and I just have to say we’re coming back into the most challenging section of 
Romans.  

So I invite you to turn there and I just have to confess to you that while I have studied this passage in general many 
times, going back through it now in detail and working through the text, left me many times just sitting there in 
silent wonder because this portion of Scripture ought to leave us that way. In fact it reminded me of the prophet 
Habakkuk in Habakkuk 2:20 when he said:  

“The Lord is in His holy temple. Let all the earth [keep] silent before Him.” 

That’s what this text before us ought to do in the hearts of God’s people. I’d like to give you just a few takeaways 
upfront here, things that you ought to think about as we try to work our way through a few of these verses. This text 
is so breathtaking and awe-inspiring that you should walk away full of wonder. If you don’t, I will have not been 
clear. It is also an offensive text. It is offensive in the sense that we are self-oriented people, we are sinners who 
worship ourselves. That is our tendency, and apart from Christ, of course, that would be our bondage, and in a text 
like this your flesh is going to recoil. Just telling you up front. Just remember though, that when you do recoil, it is 
the flesh that’s recoiling. It’s certainly not the Spirit of God in the believer.  

At the same time this text might offend, it also offers the brightest hope of any believer who has put their trust in 
Christ, you should walk away from this text not only choked up but at times even tearful. This text will rattle you, it 
will remind you to watch over your heart. This text itself will keep you from the temptation of raising up lofty 
thoughts about God that don’t belong in the Scriptures, that aren’t told to us in the Scriptures. It will relentlessly 
call you to right thoughts about God and of course, the Spirit of God will renew our minds in His grace, if you’re 
submissive. We are mired in shallowness, not only in this culture, but in our flesh. And this text pulls us out of that 
shallowness and roots us where we ought to be rooted.  

Furthermore, if you believe this text and submit to it, it’ll literally smash every unholy notion you’ve ever had about 
God. That is precisely what we want to happen. Romans chapter 9, let me read verses 19 to 23:  

You will say to me then, “Why does He (that is, God) still find fault? For who resists His will?” On the contrary, 
who are you, O man, who answers back to God? The thing molded will not say to the molder, “Why did you 
make me like this,” will it? Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump one 
vessel for honorable use and another for common use? What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath 
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and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? And He 
did so to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory.  

Let’s stop right there. Let’s let that text sink in for a moment. This is a text that is unsettling. For every part of our 
finiteness, this text is a confrontation. What Paul has been doing in this section, just so you know we’re not 
parachuting in and descending into a text that is difficult, what Paul has been giving in this section is a defense for 
the perfect truthfulness of God and the righteous choices of God. That whatever God does, He does for His glory, 
whatever He does He does consistently with His character and He never goes outside of that and because He is 
perfect and holy and righteous and good and loving-kind, and forgiving, and yet holy enough to be pouring out 
wrath on sinners, that because that’s true of Him, it is also true that He must be vindicated by His people, never 
challenged by them.  

This is Paul’s defense of the truthfulness of God. God says He’s going to do something, He’ll do it. If God says 
He’s doing it, it’s consistent with His character. If it’s consistent with His character, it’s right and good, it’s best. In 
fact, you remember in John 17, Jesus said of you and me, He said to His Father, “Bring them back to Me in heaven 
so they may see My glory.” (v. 24) There must be something about staring into the face of God’s glory that is the 
highest good for every human being that’s ever been redeemed. It must be. 

And so Paul defends the truthfulness of God. Now I told you a few weeks ago that he kind of gives some airtight 
arguments here. You remember, if you were with us, that the first airtight argument he gives for defending the 
righteous character of God in God’s sovereignty is that is it rooted in His perfections. It is rooted in His perfections. 
God’s sovereign right to choose is grounded in His perfections, notice verse 14:  

“What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? [Absurd!] For He says to Moses, ‘I will have 
mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.’” 

You know what happened, I took you back to Exodus which is where Paul takes us, you remember what happened, 
there God is, rescuing His people, out from bondage, and sets them apart unto Himself and says, “Worship Me,” 
and Moses goes up to the mountain and he comes down and he’s been there on the mountain too long for the 
fleshly people and so they start worshipping jewelry. This is, listen, an offense to God of the grossest kind. To 
worship creatures and things and objects rather than trust a perfect and loving God. It is an offense to God.  

So you know what Moses did? Lord, show me Your glory. Show me Your character, I have to see Your character. 
Why? Because I want to know, that though this is Your people, though You’ve called them out, and though this is 
what they’re doing, You have said, of Your character, that You’re merciful, and compassionate, and I just want to 
see it, I just want to view it. So what does God do? He hides him in a rock, passes in front of him, and He proclaims 
to Moses as He’s passing His backside in front of Moses, whatever mysterious thing that was, He says, “I will have 
compassion on whom I have compassion. I will have mercy on whom I have mercy. I am a God of rich mercy.” 
God does not save because mankind is a sinner and needs to be saved. God saves because it’s His character. It’s 
what He’s like. He loves to save.  

And so Paul vindicates the truthfulness and righteousness of God’s sovereign choice by saying, “Hey, it’s His 
character. He didn’t save because you needed it. Yes, He certainly involves Himself in Your need. He certainly sees 
your need as a sinner, but if God wanted to, because He’s holy, all of us are doomed. Right, we asked you that 
question. If God saves no one, is He just? And you all nodded your head, yes. Yes, He’s just. Let’s ask it again. If 
God saves no one, is He fair and right and just? Yes. Some of you did not nod your head. Come on, class. Of course 
He is. Why? Because all men are born depraved sinners and worthy of condemnation. If God wants to uphold His 
holiness, and that’s the only part of His perfection He wants to uphold, we’re doomed. But He’s also a God of 
mercy. A God of compassion, a God of love. Amazingly He does save.  



God's Promises Are Irrevocable and Absolutely Flawless, Part 5  Jerry Wragg 
 
 

3 

And so it’s not based on your value, my value, the greatness of your need, my need. My need as a sinner wouldn’t 
be enough to compel God to overrule His holiness with mercy. It wouldn’t be enough. God’s character is perfect 
and so Paul roots His choices solely in His perfections.  

The second sort of an airtight argument he gave, which we looked at, is that He is driven solely by His passion to 
magnify His name. He’s driven solely by the passion to magnify His own name. You may think that’s selfish 
because as human beings, if you pursue the magnification of your own name, it is selfish. We’re equal with human 
beings and dependent upon God, but God is infinite, He is holy, perfect, righteous and just. He is the Creator, He is 
self-existent, He deserves glory, He must have glory, He must have His own name magnified. So verse 17:  

“The Scripture says to Pharaoh, ‘For this very purpose I raised you up, [Pharaoh,’ God says,] ‘to demonstrate 
My power in you, and that My name might be proclaimed throughout the whole earth.” 

You remember what happened with Pharaoh. Pharaoh was evil, he was an evil king, he was the king of an empire 
of evil God-hating people, and what did God do? As He said, “Let My people go,” through the prophet Moses, God 
also hardened Pharaoh’s heart against it. Why? Because God wanted to demonstrate even more wrath on Pharaoh, 
and demonstrate even greater mercy to the Israelites as He brings them out against all odds.  

God can do that, Paul says, because He’s driven to magnify His own name. He’s not driven by anything in 
humanity that would overly compel God. The earth and the world is cursed. Nothing like that compels God more 
than His passion for the magnification of his own name. What’s the conclusion? Verse 18:  

“So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires.” 

Wow. What a conclusion. God has mercy on whom He wills and He hardens whom He wills. This is beginning to 
get very challenging.  

So Paul brings a third airtight argument into it, and this is the one we’re going to look at this morning. God’s 
sovereign right to choose is righteous because it is upheld, or vindicated, through His lavish mercy upon sinners. It 
is vindicated through His lavish mercy upon sinners. Verse 19, let’s see if we can walk our way through this very 
challenging section. Verse 19, “Here’s what you’re going to say to me,” Paul says:  

“You will say to me then, ‘Why does [God] still find fault? For who resists His will?’”   

Now Paul assumes that the answer to that second part, who resists His will, the answer is obvious to everyone. No 
one resists His will, God is ultimate. God is sovereign, God is profoundly and meticulously sovereign, He’s 
ordained all things. In a real sense, and even in a mysterious sense to our finite minds, God does indeed govern all 
things. We’ve seen that in the last few Sundays, we’ve looked at this section.  

“But you’re going to say to me,” Paul says, “Why does He still find fault?  

And based upon what Paul has just said about God’s absolute sovereignty in verse 18, this is the next question that 
would come, and it’s exactly where my mind goes, it’s exactly where your mind goes. And Paul knew they would 
grasp those implication as well, so this is what we all do. We ask questions like this, “Well, if God gives mercy to 
some and He leaves others in their sin, why does He fault those who remain in their sin?”  

If you apply it to Israel who had been the subject earlier, you could say it this way: “Well, if He’s hardened the 
nation of Israel and hidden the truth from them for a time, why does He judge them for being blind?” It doesn’t 
seem to make sense to us.  

By the way, if you grew up in a religious background or a church background where you were taught that God is 
not sovereign in salvation but that it’s up to man, on his own, to choose God, then the question in verse 19 ought to 
make you rethink that for a moment. The question in verse 19 wouldn’t even be raised if Paul had not been saying 
God is absolutely sovereign in verses 11 to 18. The question in verse 19, if that’s not what Paul was trying to get 
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at, wouldn’t even come up. If Paul wasn’t teaching God’s absolute right to pour out mercy on some and leave 
others in their sin, then why would he anticipate his readers challenging that with this question? You’ve got to 
rethink that.  

You say, “Well, pastor, can’t I even ask God for understanding of this very difficult subject?” Yes, you can, in fact, 
verses 22 and 23 are going to answer, they’re going to give an answer to this difficult question. So there’s nothing 
wrong with a humble inquiry into the ways of God, we ought to do that. God loves it when we come to His Word 
with a humble inquiry and say, “Help me understand.” However, if in your search of the truth you begin to exalt 
human reason, and insinuate something that isn’t true about God, that is what is unacceptable, it’s inappropriate. 
Verses 20 and 21 indicate that it’s highly offensive to exalt human reason by insinuating that sinful men either 
don’t deserve their judgment or God is actually culpable and therefore punishes them unjustly.  John Piper said it 
this way:  

Paul has no objection when a person seeks to understand as much of God’s dealings as 
possible, but what He objects to, strenuously, is when a person criticizes and rejects the truth he 
discovers.  

So whenever the Word of God is teaching us something, if you do what is being suggested here in verse 19, and 
you raise human reason to the level of a challenge against God, you’ve got a problem. I’ve heard Christians say 
sometimes that, and I think they’re confused, genuine believers are confused when they say, having been taught 
this, “Well, if I don’t like what God is doing in my life, or I don’t like the trials in my life, I can get angry with God 
and I can rail at Him with angry words, because after all, He’s big enough to handle that.” Well, as this passage 
teaches, that is a terrible error in one’s thinking.  

So Paul says, “You’re going to say to me then, ‘Why does God still find fault? For who resists His will?’”  

And in this section, Paul begins to vindicate God’s absolute sovereignty in the work of salvation. There are three 
vindications here. Vindication number one, we’ve got to move through them. Vindication number one: He has the 
ultimate right as sole Creator. He has the ultimate right as sole Creator. Look at verse 20, you asked the question in 
verse 19, if you happen to imbibe that question, verse 20 says: 

“On the contrary, (or in total opposition to what you just asked) who are you, O man, who answers back to God?” 

Now stop there for a minute. I have to mention something here. There is an emphatic, very deliberate contrast here. 
Notice “O man, you, O man,” and Paul sets that in contrast to God Himself. This is deliberate. He is setting up the 
contrast between Creator and creature. And he’s trying to show the chasm between the two. The chasm between 
Creator and creature is as wide as it is from infinite to finite. And notice the verb, “answers back.” “Who are you, 
O man, who answers back to God?” It’s a verb that doesn’t simply refer to just responding. It’s the word always 
used for challenging in some sort of refutation. Some kind of refuting. It carries the force of a bold challenge, 
almost like as if this were ancient back talk against God. That’s really what it’s betraying here. There’s an attitude 
of superiority, there’s an attitude of pride here.  

So the question in verse 19 is not humbly asking, “How am I to understand these difficult things, Lord?” It is the 
proud claim that having read it, read what is said, or having understood God, I’m saying this shouldn’t be the way 
You work. This should not be the way You act, O God. It’s an attempt to exalt human reason.  

Listen, friends, every time we exalt our human reason above what God openly reveals we commit several 
presumptions. You may not have time to write these down, but think about these, okay, think about a few of these 
presumptions we commit. First of all, we presume that our questions are more penetrating than God’s knowledge. 
That’s the first thing we do when we make a challenge against what we read in Scripture. We presume our 
questions go further and penetrate deeper than God’s own knowledge of things, as though, listen, as though we’ve 
caught Him in an inability to answer. That’s a presumption.  
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Here’s another presumption. We presume our logic is more sound. We presume that human logic, though it is a gift 
of God, and part of the fabric of our reasoning, we presume that it is more sound in all the things it tries to set side 
by side. And so it’s as though we’ve pinned God in some logical fallacy. We’ve pinned Him against the wall, “Ah, 
we’ve caught You.” That’s presumption.  

Furthermore, we presume that our reasoning in more coherent. We presume our reasoning is more coherent. In 
what sense? Well, it’s as though we have a full grasp of all the contingencies in the universe, and a full grasp of all 
of God’s ultimate purposes. That’s presumption.  

When we challenge what God says in His Word, we also presume something else. We presume that our answers to 
biblical paradoxes are better argued. We presume that we can make our case better than God, we’re more thorough, 
as if God has actual contradictions in His Word, or that God didn’t give us enough information, so we have to 
conclude there are contradictions.  

You know what I think about sometimes, and I was thinking about it again this week when I was studying this. I’m 
thinking, why would God save me and invite me to heaven for eternity, knowing that when I get there, I’m no 
longer going to have sin, so I’m going to be able to think thoughts like God thinks? Why would He invite me to 
heaven if He were hiding something? Doesn’t He know that I’m going to find it out when I get there? Some 
injustice? No, see only the human mind presumes such things.  

I’ll tell you something else we do. When we challenge what God’s Word says, rather than just seek to understand it, 
which we’re doing here this morning, but when we challenge it, we are presuming that our conclusions are more 
truthful and therefore more weighty. It’s as though we feel God is hiding something from us and could have taught 
it otherwise, or could have revealed it more clearly or more thoroughly. Notice verse 20, the absurdity of such a 
thought:  

“The thing molded (middle of the verse) will not say to the molder, ‘Why did you make me like this,’ will it?”  

Okay, the potter analogy comes up. This was a favorite of the prophets, the potter analogy was used to make 
different points, but here it’s clear what he is trying to say, and I read it earlier, in Isaiah 29:16. Here’s the bottom 
line. When a creature challenges the Creator’s way of creating, it is, as Isaiah said in Isaiah 29:16, upside down 
thinking.  Upside down.  

“You turn things upside down! Shall the potter be regarded as the clay, that the thing made should say of its 
maker, ‘You didn’t make me”; or the thing formed say, ‘You don’t understand’?” (Is. 29:16; paraphrased) 

It’s absurd! Listen to Isaiah 64:8. Don’t turn there, just listen:  

“But now, O Lord, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You [are] our potter; [we] are the work of Your 
hand.” 

What’s the point? The clay’s use is not the work of itself. How clay is used in the potter’s hands is not its own 
work. Jeremiah the prophet used it as well, and he said that the Lord told him to go down to the potter’s house. 
Jeremiah 18:2-6:  

“Go down to the potter’s house, and there I will announce My words to you…” And so Jeremiah says he “I went 
down to the potter’s house, and there he was, making something on the wheel. But the vessel that he was making 
of clay was spoiled in the hand of the potter; so he remade it into another vessel, as it pleased the potter to 
make..” (Jer. 18:1-4) 

And then the words of the Lord are this to Jeremiah:  

“Can I not, O house of Israel, deal with you as this potter does?” declares the Lord. “Behold, like the clay in the 
potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel.’” (Jer. 18:6)  
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What’s the point? God, as sole Creator, has the sovereign right over all that He’s made.  

Now there are many who, because absolute, divine sovereignty makes them uncomfortable, they just make up a 
different notion of God. They just sort of create it and invent it in their minds. That has been our problem as 
sinners, ever since we have tried to discover the things that help us to know God from His Word. Many, many years 
ago, Erasmus came up with new notions about God because he didn’t like this idea and listen to what Martin Luther 
said to him:  

Mere human reason can never comprehend how God is good and merciful, and therefore, you 
make to yourself a god of your own fancy, who hardens nobody, condemns nobody, and pities 
everybody. You cannot comprehend how a just God can condemn those who are born in sin, 
and yet they cannot help themselves, but by a necessity of their own natural disposition, they 
continue in sin and remain children of God’s wrath. Well, the answer is God is 
incomprehensible throughout, and therefore His justice, as well as His other attributes, must 
also be incomprehensible. It’s on this ground that Paul exclaims, “Oh, the depths of the riches 
of the…knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding 
out!”...Now, His judgments would not be past finding out if we could always perceive them to 
be just.  

That’s right. If we could always perceive it, figure it out, logically work it out, see Him as always just, they 
wouldn’t be past finding out. We could look at it from another angle. The idea that man’s sense of moral value 
prevails over the God who created morality in the first place, is as absurd as talking clay, so to speak.  

You say, “Well, shouldn’t I search?” Yes, you should, in fact Proverbs 2:1-7:  

My son, if you will receive my words 
And treasure my commandments within you, 
2 Make your ear attentive to wisdom, 
Incline your heart to understanding; 
3 For if you cry for discernment, 
[a]Lift your voice for understanding; 
4 If you seek her as silver 
And search for her as for hidden treasures; 
5 Then you will discern the fear of the Lord 
And discover the knowledge of God. 
6 For the Lord gives wisdom; 
From His mouth come knowledge and understanding. 
7 He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; 
He is a shield to those who walk in integrity, 

 
It’s not to say that you shouldn’t have an honest, humble examination and exploration of the heart and mind of God 
as revealed in Scripture. But listen, while you’re searching the Word of God to know the God of the Word, you 
must never talk back to Him, bringing charges against whatever you discover. In Romans 11, right at the end, 
verse 34-35 this is what you ought to remember, Romans 11:34:  
 
“Who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became His counselor? Or who has first given to Him that it 
might be paid back to him again?” (vv. 34-35) 

There it is. That’s where we’re headed.  
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So He has the ultimate right as sole Creator. Now, verse 21 gives us God’s exclamation point on verse 20. Verse 
21:  
 
“Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for honorable use and 
another for common use?” 

Now this verse, I confess, is unsettling. “Or does not the potter have a right over the clay to make from the same 
lump one vessel for honorable use and another for common use?” God puts an exclamation point on the whole 
analogy by saying, “Look, I am the potter, and as the potter, I have the sole right to take a lump of clay, which by 
itself can do nothing, and cannot make itself into something, I have the sole right to take that lump of clay, divide it, 
and in My perfect freedom and infinite wisdom, make one vessel for one use and another for a different use.”  
 
You say, “What does He mean by honorable use versus common use?” Well the parallels are obvious – verse 18 
says He has mercy on whom He has mercy. Verse 23, He calls them vessels of mercy. So the potter has the right to 
make from one lump a vessel of mercy. The common use obviously parallels the hardened in verse 18, and the 
vessel of wrath in verse 22.  
 
There is the reality. God, as sole Creator, has ultimate right. That’s brings us to vindication number two. 
Vindication number two, and we’re going to walk through verse 21 and 22. Vindication number two: He desires to 
display His holy wrath. He desires to display His holy wrath, or literally His holiness, and therefore, any offense 
against His holiness results in holy judgment. Verse 22:  
 
“What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much 
patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction?”  

Now, 21 and 22 just, they call us to attention. I want to interject something very important here. The text says in 
verse 21 that God has the right to make from the same lump whatever He deems will most magnify His eternal 
glory. So, let’s just take the question out of the can, let’s get it out on the table, we’re not hiding behind anything 
here, here’s the question that our minds go to: does God make human beings evil in order to destroy them? I mean, 
let’s just get it out on the table, that’s the issue, that’s where we struggle. Does God make evil human beings in 
order to destroy them? Well, I believe that context, and what God reveals in the context always answer questions 
the most clearly. So, I want to follow this thought in Romans 9 and then we’ll look at what’s here in these two 
verses.  
 
First of all, think about it from this standpoint. Romans 9 is the closest any passage ever gets to that line between 
human responsibility and divine sovereignty. It’s as close as any text gets, and yet, the Bible never teaches, not 
even in this passage, that God makes evil human beings in order to eternally judge them. The Bible never teaches 
that God makes evil human beings in order to judge them. In fact, let’s not forget certain passages in other texts:  
 
John 7:18: “There is no unrighteousness in Him [at all].”  
 
James 1:13: “God cannot be tempted with evil, and He Himself tempts no one [to do evil].”  
 
It is true that God cannot be anything but light, 1 John 1:5, there’s no darkness in Him at all.  
 
And so when we come to a text like this, we have to know, evil can’t originate with God, but even in the context 
here, that is already indicated. You say, how so? As soon as Romans 9 brings us face to face with God’s divine 
right as the Creator, it also holds human sin as the culpable party. It holds up human sin, listen, as the cause and the 
responsible backdrop of all judgment. Notice the language, verse 22:  
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“Although willing to demonstrate His wrath…[He] endured with much patience vessels of wrath (notice the 
language) prepared for destruction?”  

So the idea of wrath here in the text implies judgment against evil. God can’t create evil, so where did the evil come 
from that this wrath is going to come against? It’s coming upon those for whom the evil then becomes their nature. 
They’re the ones that are guilty, the vessel of wrath is guilty, because God can’t create evil. The idea of God’s 
power being made known through wrath. It’s clear. In fact if you go back to verse 17, think about Pharaoh, same 
thing. God raised him up, hardened him so that God would manifest greater and greater wrath, for His greater glory, 
yet clearly, it wasn’t evil that God created in Pharaoh, he was an evil man by nature. And he hated God. And he 
presided over a kingdom that hated God. All God did was let him run in his evil intent in order for God’s glory 
through more holiness expressed in wrath upon Pharaoh would happen.  
 
That’s the same thing that’s happening here. Notice the language: “prepared for destruction.” The idea of 
preparing these vessels for destruction implies the evil that brings them to destruction. The idea of God enduring 
with much patience, vessels of wrath implies His rightful judgment on the vessel of wrath because it’s worthy of 
wrath. Evil does not originate with God, so God can’t make an evil person in order to destroy them. They are 
destroyed by being God haters.  
 
Listen to John Calvin. I think he actually, in his Institutes, put it very well and helps clear this up.  
 

The Lord when He created declared that everything He had made was exceedingly good. 
(Genesis 1:31). Whence then, comes this wickedness to man, that he should fall away from his 
God? Well, lest we should think it comes from creation, God had put His stamp of approval on 
what had come forth from Himself. By His own evil intention then, man corrupted the pure 
nature he had received from the Lord. And by his own fall, drew all of his children with him into 
destruction. Accordingly, we should contemplate the evident cause of condemnation in the 
corrupt nature of humanity, rather than seek a hidden and utterly incomprehensible cause in 
God’s predestination.  

Do you know it’s helpful to think about sin in this way? Sin is not a thing in and of itself. So it can’t be created. 
God didn’t create sin. Sin is the absence of moral perfection in a fallen creature. So fallen creatures, because they 
have no moral perfection, because they’re fallen, they bear the full responsibility for their sin. And so all evil in the 
universe emanates from the sins of fallen creatures, not from God. God is certainly sovereign over evil, it’s proper 
to say He ordained it, but He is not the cause of it. It didn’t take Him by surprise, He planned for it, it is not, 
however, an interruption to His eternal holiness, even though it’s not an interruption to His eternal plan.  
 
So even the language in this text indicates that there’s a backdrop of guilt already assumed, just in the language 
used. Even in verse 23. God did all this in order to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy. I ask 
you, if it’s a vessel of mercy, why is it called a “vessel of mercy”? Why does it need mercy? Because it too is 
condemned. All of us are condemned. All of us – if God wanted to, He could glorify Himself by pouring out wrath 
on us, because all of us are vessels of wrath until God makes some vessels of mercy. The idea of mercy 
automatically implies the need for it. Which again, implies evil, our evil.  
 
So my point is that although this text teaches that God has the right over creation to make it and work through it in 
any way that will bring Him full glory, the text also teaches that vessels of wrath are viewed, listen, not as innocent 
victims of a sadistic Creator. They’re not. Vessels of wrath are viewed as hardened rebels culpable for their own 
evil and worthy of God’s just wrath, just like Pharaoh.  
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And vessels of mercy are also viewed as culpable rebels, but who receive mercy because, listen, that is what God 
determined would best display the fullness of His perfections. Verse 22:  
 
“Although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known.”  

Man, I love that phrase. Listen, God is willing to demonstrate His wrath against all evil. He will. Think about that. 
He will, but He waits. And He endures with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction. Why has God 
allowed evil to run such a long course? He says He’ll judge it, He’s willing to judge it. We’ve seen evil in such 
massive global dominance and we wonder, is God really using it for His maximum glory? Yes. He’s enduring it 
with much patience.  
 
Adam and Eve sinned thousands of years ago and from that time on, sin was an offense to God of such an 
incomprehensible kind that you and I have no way of grasping the offense that one sinner rejecting God is to His 
holiness, and yet from that time on till today, there are generations and global out-workings of wickedness that 
offend a holy God. No wonder verse 22 says He’s enduring “with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for 
destruction.” Because He’s determined the precise number of days for evil to run its course, and store up wrath to 
bring Him maximum glory.  
 
By the way, end of verse 22, “vessels of wrath prepared for destruction,” the tense of that verb, some people sort 
of get all concerned, does it mean God prepared them, apart from themselves, or they prepared themselves? And it 
can be taken as either a passive or middle voice in that verb. But then that’s just for language students to concern 
themselves with, for me it really doesn’t matter. I don’t think it matters. Even if the sense is that they are prepared 
by someone else, it’s still for destruction, which implies it’s their own guilt. So it really doesn’t matter.  
 
The last vindication, very quickly. God has the ultimate right as sole Creator, God desires to display His wrath, and 
lastly, this is marvelous, the last vindication is, His wrath makes mercy even richer. His wrath and His patient 
storing up of it makes His mercy even richer. Why did He wait, why is He waiting? Verse 23:  
 
“He did so to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for 
glory.”  

Now when we come to God and we humbly ask what constantly goes through our mind, “Lord, if You could have 
created any kind of world You could have created, and yet the kind of world You created has people in it, Your 
creatures, who rebel against You, and are born with a desire to rebel, why would You do that?” Here’s God’s 
answer: He created such a world so that the glory of His perfections would be the greatest eternal spectacle ever 
seen by all that He has created.  
 
And since God is holy, then in order to display the infinite blazing purity of His holiness, He ordained that 
corruption would enter humanity, making all His creatures corrupt rebels at heart. He didn’t give us corruption, but 
He ordained that corruption would happen, at our guilt, our doing, and He ordained that all things so like that, so 
that He would, for a time, patiently endure it, even though evil was a stench to Him. And He also ordained that He 
would leave some of those in their hatred of Him, so that the fullest possible expression of His wrath would be 
revealed at the judgment to the honor of His name.  
 
And with all of that evil, and His patient endurance as a backdrop, He also is a God of loving kindness and mercy. 
And in order to display the unimaginable riches of His mercy, He lets evil run its course so that in that course of 
evil He is saving people, rescuing His own out of that. Out of their massive offense against God, marking them out, 
even though they are sinners, even though He could pour out wrath on them, He pours out undeserved mercy, 
saving them, so that in all eternity, all of His wrath would bring Him glory upon those whom He patiently endured 
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and all of His glory would be manifested in His mercy that He poured out on sinners though He could have poured 
out wrath.  
 
Now when I study this, I know that one of the things that pops into our minds is it seems like God is up there 
saying, “You go this side, you go that side,” but lest you imagine God didn’t have anything invested in this plan, 
remember this: in order for Him to pour out mercy upon you and me, He took His innocent, holy, only deserving of 
glory Son, and He took all the wrath that He would have poured out on us justly and poured it out on His innocent 
Son. You think He has nothing invested in this? He has everything invested in this. He has everything invested in it, 
because He patiently endures evil and our offense against Him so that He can wait till we’re born because He’s 
marked us out for salvation and He’s going to pour out the wrath that should go on us, on His Son. He has 
everything invested in this. Because we deserve wrath and we get mercy and compassion and forgiveness and 
grace. And He deserved glory and honor and tribute and eternal praise and magnificence and splendor, and He got 
crushed, as if He were guilty.  
 
Salvation of sinners ought to change the way you worship. Alright, here’s how you should change.  Don’t live a life 
stripped of gratitude. Ever. If He’s willing to do that, you should never have a patterned, comfortable life stripped 
of gratitude that humbles you to the core every day. Never judge others as though you deserve something from 
them. I don’t deserve anything from anyone. All I deserve is wrath, I got mercy. “Grace keeps giving me things I 
don’t deserve, mercy keeps withholding things I do,” the songwriter said. Absolutely. So, never judge anyone as 
though you deserve something from them.  
 
If you’ve been so given mercy, walk humbly before your God. Number three: walk humbly before your God, don’t 
rail prideful boastings in this life, walk humbly. Live a cross-centered life. Live a cross-centered life, what does that 
mean? Broken over sin, the sin that sent Christ to the cross, the sin that made His death necessary. Intimately know 
Him by knowing Him in His Word and obeying Him and long for His return, the time when He will, in fact, deal 
finely and ultimately with the sin that offends Him.  
 
And beloved, run from the world. Not the interacting with the world, but run from worldliness and strive to be holy. 
This Jesus, our Savior, who died on the cross, died to make us holy, He didn’t just die to rescue us from judgment.  
 
Pray dependently and consistently for lost people. Pray dependently to your God because you could have been 
glorifying Him in eternity through wrath and He chose you for mercy. And pray for lost souls, pray dependently, 
pray consistently for lost souls, keep giving them the truth. God promises to use it.  
 
Sing passionately of the glory of the mercy of God upon sinners. And love others as you have been loved by God. 
One of my favorite songs written by one of my favorite lyricists, Wayne Watson, years ago, listen to these lyrics, 
this will be it. This song was called If Not For Love. Listen to this:  
 

In time they say all wounds will heal 
But time alone would just reveal 
The measure of my best intent 
How vainly it would all be spent 
Empty boxes, if not for love 

My prayer never would be heard 
Appeals denied without a word 
The throne room of my Father's house 
Closed fast just to keep me out 
No admission, if not for love 
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If not for love the godless would reign 
If not for love any light would be shadow 
But love was strong - revealed the plan 
Man's perfect God, God's perfect man 

A cross would stand alone refused 
A Son blessed and not accused 
A Savior never sent 
Blind to the world's lament 
No forgiveness, if not for love 

 
God is a merciful God. And even though He does patiently endure vessels of wrath, and they will pay for their own 
guilt, He does so because He’s continually pouring out mercy upon vessels of mercy. You and I are swept up in that 
plan. Is that not just absolutely rocking your world?  
 
Father, thank You for this morning and this amazing text of Scripture, it just makes us silent before You, humbled. 
And we ask that if there is anyone today here, O God, who has up to this point challenged You and railed at You or 
even had Your praises on their lips but their heart is far from You, O God be merciful to them. Make them like us. 
We acknowledge and confess Your sovereignty. It’s a wonder to us, it’s a mystery, even the exploration of this text 
doesn’t bring a finite mind to grasp the infinite. And so we submit to it, having discovered what You say and we 
marvel at it, and You are indeed a God of such lavish mercy that You’re vindicated in all that You do. We know You 
do it for You glory so glorify Yourself, save sinners, save family members, save friends, save lost souls we know. 
For Your glory at Your pace and continue to store up wrath for those that hate You and that are left in their sin, we 
grieve as human beings for any lost soul who rejects You, but we want Your glory the way You want it. And we do 
not stand as though we’ve somehow deserved or earned anything we have, we are but dust. But we do say thank 
You for pouring out Your mercy upon us who deserved wrath. May we live like it, in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


