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It's Far Worse Than You Think 
Romans 3:19-20 

 

Because we turn our attention again, of course, to the Word of God and then begin to draw our attention to the 
cross.  

Loving and obeying the Savior on a daily basis is a battle. It is a difficult, difficult struggle for Christians. 
Unbelievers don’t desire to obey God and never have. But even after we come to Christ, loving the Savior deeply 
and richly, and obeying him faithfully is the most exhausting and demanding experience of our lives. And there’s a 
reason for that. One simple answer, three simple letters: S-I-N, sin. You say, “Well, there you go, Pastor, stating the 
obvious.” That’s true, it’s obvious to us. I don’t assume that you aren’t aware that dealing with sin is the single 
dominant issue in our sanctification, but the truth is that the situation is far worse than we think.  

The residual effects of corruption in the life of a Christian, in our unredeemed flesh, is at the very heart of our 
struggle. And I also know that because of our sin, we tend toward a diminished view of God’s holiness and an 
inflated view of ourselves. Even after conversion, these tendencies continue – [our having] a diminished or lower 
view of God’s holiness, and then our unredeemed flesh inflating our own view of ourselves, and it cripples our 
sanctification.  

Now the condition of the human heart prior to salvation is grieving indeed. Prior to the Spirit’s indwelling power 
for us to overcome sin, the fall of man brought spiritual blindness that was absolutely total. It was a degree of 
blindness that rendered mankind utterly unable to see his condition before God. So prior to the fall, Adam was 
sinless (just sort of following the timeline here), prior to the fall Adam was sinless, always perfectly obeying. He 
was always walking in complete holiness, but when he sinned everything changed. He was still obligated to obey 
all of God’s holy demands. That never changed. The obligation of God’s holy character and the obligation of His 
creatures to follow His holy character never changed. What changed was Adam’s ability and desire to obey those 
demands. Adam’s light had become darkened. His understanding was gone. His perfect knowledge of God’s 
holiness and his untainted fellowship with Him were lost.  

The result was devastating. Ever since that moment, mankind has been in a wholesale life and death pursuit of 
becoming self-righteous, self-justified. Every sinner is inwardly bent, inwardly bent, bent toward proving that their 
thoughts and deeds do not fall short of God’s demands. And if at some moment they do in fact, fall short, those are 
mere seismic anomalies. They’re small, inconsequential tremors, if you will, in an otherwise good life.  

When sin entered the human race, two very sinister plots hatched in Adam’s heart. His sin became the father of two 
extremely ugly step-children. Here they are. Number one, in man’s darkened mind, he believed the ridiculous 
notion that he can satisfy God – listen – with less than perfect obedience. In his darkened mind, Adam believed 
suddenly that he could satisfy God with less than absolute perfect obedience. And he no longer fully grasped the 
infinite holiness of God, and as Ian Murray says, “He was blind to the magnitude of the spiritual obedience for 
which he is responsible.” God hasn’t changed the standard. He still requires absolute perfection to be in His 
presence. But mankind, on his own, is ignorant of the standard and tries to diminish it by offering a human 
righteousness that is far below what is required. He thinks he can get away with that.  

The second problem, the second consequence of this darkened mind, is that it causes man to believe the ridiculous 
notion that sin’s offence against God’s holiness is not really worthy of the punishment. Not only does he believe in 
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his darkened understanding that he can offer something less than perfect obedience, that the demand somehow had 
changed, but furthermore, that if it is violated, it is not really worthy of the kind of judgment that God says. 
Because man wants to believe that he can make his own amends. Even the reality of physical death doesn’t 
convince men that there is a consequence, a severe consequence to sin. So that’s man’s problem. He is blind to the 
reality of God’s demands and tries to bring human achievement to the bar of divine justice.  

Now it is fitting to be approaching the Lord’s Table and be in the study of Romans, because as we come back to 
this book, Romans begins to unpack this problem and help us to understand the cross rightly. Take your Bibles and 
just as we draw our attention to the Lord’s Table, let’s go back to Romans 3 and look at two verses, Romans 3:19-
20. And we have to understand something, friends. The Law of God that tells us about sin and the Law of God that 
tells us about God’s character is the greatest grace in our lives. It is the greatest grace. It is the beginning of spiritual 
understanding. It is the beginning of seeing rightly our need. That’s why when we share the gospel with people, this 
problem that evangelicalism is having, with dumbing down the problem of man’s sin and elevating man’s 
goodness, is so crippling, so utterly devastating. It cuts off anyone’s air hose that gives them access to breathe in the 
need for a Savior.  

You know the new Manhattan Declaration that all these evangelical leaders are signing? Listen, it’s one thing to 
come together as denominations and say, “In our culture, we’re going to stand up and say that abortion is murder 
and that religious freedom is something our country has always upheld, and same-sex marriage is against morality, 
let alone against what God clearly says in his revelation.” It’s one thing to bring denominations together, both 
unbelieving and believing and say, “We want to uphold that,” but’s it quite another to state that in a document that 
declares that all those people have the same gospel and the same Savior and the same salvation. Manhattan 
Declaration, if you haven’t heard about it, was a document that was drawn up and evangelical leaders have signed 
it, [but] many haven’t. It’s been a big controversy, and the ones that have signed it are signing it saying, “We’re all 
saved, we’re all of the same gospel and we’re all fighting the same cultural war.” Sorry.  

Listen, some belief systems that are part of that whole cultural war effort are religions of human achievement. And 
evangelicalism cannot have a gospel of human achievement. Our gospel is simply this: man is so utterly corrupt, he 
is utterly hopeless before God and lost, and God is a living and merciful God who by grace reaches down to the 
sinner and provides what is needed. And so if we present the gospel and we take out the Law, we take out these two 
very important things, that man’s righteousness is not enough, because his sin is that devastating, and that his 
judgment is just because God is that holy. The Law of God is a great grace. And Paul tells us that in Romans 3:19-
20. He tells us what the Law is intended to do. Notice verses 19 and 20:  

Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be 
closed and all the world may become accountable to God; because by the works of the Law no flesh will be 
justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin. 

Oh, what a great statement. If man is blind because of sin, then he can’t have the piercing clear knowledge of his 
sin, therefore he can’t see grace rightly. He can’t see God’s holiness rightly, His grace rightly, and you know, even 
after you come to Christ, this is a problem – diminishing sin and what God says about it. Listen, if someone 
diminishes the corruption of sin and the devastation of it, as a Christian, they will also, at the same time, be 
diminishing the profound loveliness of grace. You can’t [diminish] one without diminishing the other. They’re 
equal in terms of their impact. And the Law of God keeps us from that. The Law of God was intended to close 
every mouth of every human, and give them the knowledge of their condition.  

And so here, the Law serves two crucial functions. And for purposes of an outline, that’s very quick, here are the 
two crucial functions: The Law silences every boast of man. That’s its first purpose, its first crucial function. 
Secondly, the Law reveals every holy obligation to God. The Law silences every moral boast of man and the Law 
reveals every holy obligation to God.  
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Now let’s just see how Paul unpacks this in Romans and this will be a brilliant preparation for our time of 
Communion. You want to see grace in all of its richness? You must come through verses 19 and 20, you cannot 
bypass them. Paul says, “Now we know,” and what he’s about to say, in other words, should be well known to his 
readers, and he says we, he includes himself as a Jew by ethnicity, who, by the way, could also claim the same 
leniency privileges that the Jews were tending to claim, because they would presume to boast that because they 
were Jewish, because they were part of the nation of Israel, they had special favors from God. Paul says he could 
have claimed the same thing. In fact, he specifically says so, in Philippians 3:4-6. You remember what he says in 
Philippians 3: “Although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh…I far more…”  If anyone has a mind 
to put confidence in their human efforts, I far more, and then he gives his litany of reasons of his privileges: “I was 
circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, I’m part of that nation, I’m of the tribe of Benjamin, I’m a 
Hebrew of the Hebrews; when it came to the Law, I was a strict Pharisee following all of it; as to zeal, man, I 
killed Christians, as to the righteousness which is in the Law, no one could point a finger at me, and say that I 
was violating it as a regular pattern of my life.” (vv. 4-6, paraphrased) 

And so Paul says here, “Now we know…” (Rom. 3:19) We Jewish people, we the children of Israel know…know 
what, Paul? That whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law so that every mouth may be 
closed and all the world may become accountable to God. In other words, when the Law speaks, God’s holy 
character is revealed in the Law, and if you compare God’s holy character with the highest and best of man’s 
morality, you take the religious elite, and you compare God’s holy standard with the highest and best of human 
morality, every personal bragging right, every personal boast or excuse would be unfit to even be presented, let 
alone just heard. Every human being must, of moral necessity, confess before God that they are indisputably guilty 
and condemnable.  

Under the Law here, Paul directs his comments primarily to the Jewish community, who seemed always ready to 
give reasons why they were morally superior, always evading matters of the heart. Religious people do that all the 
time. “Well, I’m religious, my religion, I do these sacrifices, I do these rituals.” You know, we’ve seen that over 
and over again here in this Book. It’s not that the Gentiles are not included, we saw that in Romans 2:12-16. 
They’re also certainly guilty, they have the Law of God written in its basic framework on their heart, their 
conscience.  

But the written Law of God spoke personally to the Jews so that if the most outwardly upright crowd in society 
wanted to claim some moral innocence, they’d have no excuse. And if they have no excuse, then nobody has an 
excuse. They have the standard right in front of them. They either have the ability to perfectly obey it or they don’t. 
That’s that. They either follow it or they do not follow it. There’d be no guessing as to what the outcome is. The 
Jews came to believe that the Law of God spoke primarily to Gentiles, but actually he was saying, “No, we know, 
we know that to those who are in the Law, or under the Law, those who follow it, the nation of Israel, if they cannot 
obey it, then they must confess their guilt.”  

That’s always how it is for sinners: people are worse than me, others need the Law of God, others don’t measure 
up, [but] I do. Even as Christians, when we hear a sermon that sort of outlines the standard of God’s holiness, our 
minds sort of go through this file card check, “Boy, I wish so-and-so would hear that. I wish this person could hear 
that.” [Our] immediate response is not to let the light of God’s word penetrate us first and then we reflect upon it. 
No, there’s little reflectors that come out on everyone else.  

But Paul says that the Law of God closes every mouth, including the Jewish nation who had a list of their own solid 
alibis and well-rehearsed excuses as to why they should be exonerated. “Every single mouth may be shut,” that’s 
the literal [phrase], in the original language (v. 19). That’s how it reads. That every single mouth may be shut 
permanently. This is a phrase, by the way, borrowed from the courts of law, the legal system. When a person was 
accused, they could offer some kind of defense, in order to either minimize their culpability or accentuate their 
positives that might outweigh and tip the scale, or present alibis or mitigating evidence. And Paul says, when you 
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compare every human being, especially the most outwardly righteous, you compare that with the Law of God, not 
only is every mouth shut, but notice, he says, “…and all the world may become accountable to God.” (v. 19) 

This indictment includes Jews, Gentiles, anyone who thinks they can make a case for their own acquittal. Paul says 
when you’re brought under the penetrating charges of Gods’ holy standard, there’s truly no human being, not even 
the most moral, who can say something to defend their innocence of the Law’s charges. Beloved, the human heart 
is always trying to do that, even after you come to Christ. That’s the struggle of sanctification. We struggle to 
minimize sin and diminish God’s holy standard. We battle the same issue. Just like when we were unconverted. Our 
flesh wants to minimize God’s holy commands and make ourselves acceptable.  

There’s a few ways we do that, we get very good at it. Sometimes we try to renegotiate the divine terms of the 
issue. You know, sin gets redefined as less offensive than the Scriptures reveal: “Well, that’s not really what God 
meant.”  

Or, “God is love, He could never punish sinners that way.”  

Or our heart wants to gravitate toward things like: “Hey, we’re only human, it’s not sin, it’s a mistake. Man is 
basically good, we have to believe that.” We try to renegotiate the terms of holiness, of sin.  

Or we reevaluate by some human or earthly comparison, we start to reevaluate. Well, one sinner can measure 
themselves by another sinner and come out looking pretty good. “I don’t do what those people do.”  

Or we redirect toward the good versus the bad: “Well, you know, I may blow it now and then, but surely the good 
I’ve done is going to count for something.”  

Even after we come to Christ that’s a struggle – to try to perform for God, and we diminish the grace of the cross, 
the character of God’s righteousness, and we sometimes miss the whole point of our salvation in those sad 
moments.  

What is it about the Law that makes this so impossible? Notice he says at the beginning of verse 20, “By the works 
of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight.” You know why Paul says that? This is core of the gospel itself. 
Sinners are never able to justify themselves before God through some flawless adherence to God’s righteousness.  
Every motive we have, every deed we do, every thought we think falls short of absolute perfection. That’s the great 
purpose of the Law: to call us to obey something we can never fully obey.  

You say what is so good about that? Here it is: because it leads man out of the delusion of seeking acceptance with 
God by his own efforts. The Law of God in the gospel, when we tell our friends about it, is to rescue them from the 
delusion they live in. They’re living a delusion that God’s holiness isn’t what it is, sin therefore isn’t defined like 
He calls it, and I can make myself acceptable. That’s a delusion. The Law of God leads them out of that. You take 
them to a verse like this and say, “The works of the Law won’t justify any human flesh before God,” and you’re 
telling them what they need to hear. And when they want to try it, because they’re part of some religious group, 
when they want to try it, you tell them, “Okay, you keep trying it. You keep trying to justify yourself before God 
and you see if you don’t fall short.”  

You parents, when you share the gospel with your kids and raise your kids, do not give them false assurance. Just 
call them to obey Scripture. When the frustration mounts, give them the Savior. Of course frustration is going to 
mount. Call them to obedience and watch what happens. They just will say, “I can’t, I can’t, I can’t.” That’s the 
grace of God. They’re supposed to find that out and supposed to get away from the delusion that they can perform 
enough to be righteous.  

When you see one of your non-Christian friends trying to be good, or some religious person trying to obey the 
Bible, man, you want to pray that they become aware of their bent towards sin and you pray that in the grace of 
God they will begin to see their need for a Savior, who is both willing and able to perfectly obey on their behalf. He 
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did it. This is precisely why God gave the Law. He wanted Israel to be confronted every day with the inability to 
obey the standard. That way, in their despondency, they would reach out to God who alone can redeem.  

So the Law of God serves a tremendous purpose. It serves the purpose of helping us understand that we can’t obey. 
It silences every moral boast of men. And as it’s doing that work it is completing this second purpose. It is 
revealing every holy obligation to God. Notice the end of verse 20: “For through the Law comes the knowledge of 
sin.” The holy standard of God, God’s character. Wow, God’s character. The holy standard of God, we sang it as a 
chant, and we cry, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lamb.” God is holy, God is infinitely perfect. We cry it out in our praise 
and adoration as believers. And it is manifested in His Word, in His Law, and it reveals to all mankind the nature 
and the bondage and the totality of sin’s corruption.  

The Scriptures reveal just how corrupt man is. Even after a person is redeemed, this is the struggle. A tendency to 
be unclear about sin’s severity is a constant problem. That’s why we have God’s written revelation, it reveals the 
holy character of God in the Lord Jesus Christ, and it keeps us well informed as Christians. You do not want to be 
less informed about your sin. People say, “Well, aren’t I forgiven for all my sin?” Yes, but that doesn’t mean you 
shouldn’t know about it, in all of its devastating effects. God doesn’t want you, after conversion, to toss your Bible 
out. Or redefine it or soften it. You know what God wants you to do after your conversion? Immerse yourself in it, 
with the renewing power of the Spirit of God so that you see sin in all of its clarity because when you see sin in its 
clarity, you see grace in its wonder and you worship more deeply. Knowing the Word of God helps us worship Him 
for who He actually is. It helps us thank Him daily for the grace of salvation. And it produces in us a renewed mind 
so that we understand the core truths of the gospel and we won’t be duped by Satan’s lies.  

Now we know that the world around us that’s lost is already blinded in their minds by Satan. 2 Corinthians 4:4: 
“[He] has blinded the minds of the [world] (of the unbelieving).” But haven’t you noticed as well that when 
Christians get away from the Word of God, either they don’t sit under sound Bible exposition on a regular basis, or 
they enter some season of getting away from sound study of Scripture, they’re distant from it, have you never 
noticed that when that happens, they can no longer discern the true nature of their attitudes and their actions and 
they begin to have a shallower view of sin? Their view of sin begins to diminish. And what happens when your 
view of sin diminishes? I’ll tell you what happens. Your humility and your gratitude begin to fade. Because you’re 
no longer in wonder at the cross. You’re no longer before the Lord’s salvation with thankfulness in your heart. 
You’re no longer humble about what you’ve been given, and so pride begins to rise up because you lack clarity 
about sin. And so your worship of God drifts into man-centered expressions and sentimentalism and over-
emotionalism and all those kinds of things that we see today in the church. No, we’re supposed to remain under the 
clarity and power of God’s Word. We’re supposed to remain under the Scriptures so that the Spirit gives us 
piercing reminders of the sin we were rescued from. Because when you see sin rightly, you understand grace 
deeply.  

Paul says the Law brings the knowledge of sin. What kind of knowledge? Well, the clearest, deepest, most 
profound understanding of sin. The Bible pulls no punches, friend. From the Old Testament to the New, if you read 
it over and over again, you will know what God calls sin and you will know the standard of his holiness. If you drift 
away from it, you’re going to get cloudy on that issue. You remember what the Old Testament said, even as Israel 
was given the written Law of God? Okay, every human being was created with the basic framework of morality on 
their conscience, Romans 1 says, every human being has that, and then, at a particular time, God chooses Israel, and 
He gives them the written specifics of His holy character in the form of Law that they must obey. Holy obligations, 
the Ten Commandments we call them (Exodus 20). Here’s what God said in its most basic form with regard to His 
holiness:  

· No other gods before me. None ever. Not even once, not even for a moment. That’s the standard (vv. 1-2). 
· And no idolatry. No forming of human things and worshipping them. Absolutely none, never in your life, 

not even once, not even the notion of it. That’s God standard (vv. 4-6). 
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· No vain worship. You can’t say God’s name and have hypocrisy. So no moment of hypocrisy, not a 
thought of it, not a deed of it, not a word of it, not a notion of it (v. 7). 

· No distracted devotion. Israel was to keep the Sabbath, why? Because God said I want you to think of Me, 
depend upon Me, be devoted to Me, without the distraction of labor and all those other things. Undistracted 
pure devotion on that day, purely without fail (vv. 8-11). 

· Honor your parents. Family obedience, family respect, family love, family trust. One hundred percent 
totally, all the time without fail (v. 12). 

· No murder. Not hatred in your heart, not thoughts of it, not outworking (v. 13). 
· No adultery. No lust in your heart, not even a moment of lust or impurity in your mind or your heart and 

certainly no violation of your marital vow in infidelity (v. 14). 
· No stealing. You can’t take what belongs to someone else, you can’t even imagine that you want to do it, 

you can’t even want to do it (v. 15). 
· No lying. No bearing false witness, no treachery, none in your heart, none in your mind, ever even for a 

moment (v. 16). 
· And certainly, no coveting. You can’t desire what isn’t yours (v. 17).  

And if you, by the chance, get through the Ten Commandments, and you’ve not violated any of that, the Bible 
doesn’t stop bringing clarity. If the essence of sin is pride, here are the biblical manifestations of pride. See if you 
can get through this list with one hundred percent obedience. This clarity is just gripping.  

· Complaining against God or passing judgment on God is a violation of His holiness (Num. 14, Rom. 9:20). 
· Any lack of gratitude, ever in your life, for anything (2 Chron. 32:25). 
· Anger that is sinful; sinful anger (Prov. 28:25, Matt. 20:1-16). 
· Seeing yourself as better than others (Luke 7:36-50). 
· Having an inflated view of your importance, your gifts, your abilities, your talents, or your possessions 

(Acts 12:21-23). 
· Being focused on the lack of your gifts and abilities in self-pity (1 Cor. 12:14-25). 
· Thinking that you can be perfect for the praise of men; perfectionism, we typically call it (Matt. 23:24-28). 
· Talking too much for your own importance (Prov. 10:19). 
· Speaking about yourself all the time and not listening and taking interest in others (Prov. 27:2).  
· Seeking independence or control (Eph. 5:21). 
· Being fearful and consumed and distracted with what others think about you (Gal. 1:10). 
· Being self-pitying or angered by criticism (Prov. 13:1). 
· Being unteachable (Prov. 19:20). 
· Being sarcastic so that you harm people; hurtful; or degrading people (Prov. 12:18; 21:24). 
· Selfish lack of service (Eph. 2:10; Gal 5:13). 
· Lacking compassion (Matt. 5:7). 
· Being defensive or blame-shifting. (Prov. 12:1). 
· Covering when you sin (Prov. 10:17; 28:13). 
· A lack of repentance and confession, asking for forgiveness (Matt. 5:23-24). 
· A lack of dependent prayer (Luke 18:10-14). 
· Resisting authority or being disrespectful (1 Peter 2:13-17). 
· Voicing preferences or opinions to look important (Phil. 2:1-4). 
· Minimizing your own sin (Matt. 7:3-5). 
· Maximizing another’s sin (Matt. 7:3-5). 
· Being impatient or irritable with others (Eph. 4:31-32). 
· Being jealous or envious (1 Cor. 13:4). 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov.+28%3A25&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.+20%3A1-16&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+12%3A21-23&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor.+12%3A14-25&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.+23%3A24-28&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov.+10%3A19&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov.+27%3A2&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eph.+5%3A21&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gal.+1%3A10&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov.+13%3A1&version=NASB
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eph.+2%3A10&version=NASB
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov.+10%3A17&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov.+28%3A13&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.+5%3A23-24&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+18%3A10-14&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A13-17&version=NASB
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eph.+4%3A31-32&version=NASB
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· Using others for your own ends (Matt. 7:12; Phil 2:3-4). 
· Being deceitful by covering up sins, faults, and mistakes (Prov. 11:3). 
· Trying to get people’s attention for personal praise (1 Peter 3:3-4; 3 John 9-10). 
· Destroying relationships with unforgiveness (Prov. 18:1-2). 
· Not serving relationships for Christlikeness (Heb. 10:24-25). 

The Scriptures go on and on with absolute clarity. And there just is no wiggle room at all. Did you know that there 
is no salvation for anyone who can’t obey all of those passages one hundred percent with no failure?  

Now you see what the cross means to the believer. Because Jesus Christ did. He satisfied God on all those accounts. 
All those passages I just read, all those sins I just outlined, all the commandments, all the character of God in the 
Ten Commandments, all of the Old Testament, all of the New Testament, Jesus Christ perfectly, one hundred 
percent in thought, word, deed, affections, emotions, will, choices, obeyed God’s standard of holiness without flaw, 
without fail. Why did He do that? So that when He died, you and I wouldn’t have to answer for not measuring up. 
That’s the gospel. The righteousness of Jesus Christ covering the pathetic attempts on our part of being acceptable.  

Whenever the Law speaks it closes our mouths and it gives the knowledge of sin. Why? Why is the knowledge of 
sin important? Because God wants the sinner to see it and run, as fast as they can, to Jesus Christ. He is their only 
hope. If you know people who are trying to get there on their own, if you know someone who is minimizing sin, if 
you know someone who thinks God won’t judge, if you know someone who thinks his holiness is what they have 
imagined it to be, if you know people who won’t look at the Bible, if you give the gospel to people who won’t look 
at the specificity of the accusations against sinners, or look at the clarity of sin as defined by God in the Scriptures, 
you must plead with them to look. Because when you plead with them you are bringing them on the path to this 
place. And maybe, by the grace of God, like you, they will see a Savior and weep, and embrace Him by faith. It 
doesn’t make them righteous, not at all. No sinner is acceptable before God on the basis of his life or his 
righteousness. But Jesus Christ is acceptable and in faith, when you entrust your life to Him, you are found to be 
acceptable before God in Jesus. Man, a Savior who would be righteous like that, for us. When I can’t do it, it’s why 
we celebrate Communion. Would you bow with me?  

Lord, we Your people know these truths in the gospel because Your Spirit has illumined our minds to them. But it 
would be foolish for us to distance ourselves from the reiteration, the line upon line, the precept upon precept, the 
repetition of Your Word. It would be foolish if we weren’t constantly nourished on the words of faith, because it 
makes our Communion time, our celebration of your death and burial and resurrection so much sweeter. It helps us 
understand grace so we never minimize it. It helps us see sin for what it is and run from it as fast as we can, not so 
that we can be acceptable to You, but so that we can properly be grateful and honor You and worship You because 
of what You’ve done. You require truth in the inner man and now that you’ve brought it to us in Christ, we want to 
live that truth for the sake of honoring You and thanking You. And we know, O God, that we minimize sin, we try to 
drag Your holiness down a notch, so that its bright light doesn’t shine on our sinfulness so much. We thank You for 
not condemning us but pouring out Your wrath upon Christ for us. We thank You that You condemned Your Son, so 
that we might be rich in Him. That is a mystery to us, O God, that the innocent holy One who was righteous could 
be condemned, but thank You for substituting Your Son in our place. We come to Your Table confessing these sins 
of pride, because we want sweet, intimate fellowship with You. We don’t want there to be any hypocrisy in our 
worship, in our celebration of Your death on our behalf. So help us to confess those things now, all the sins that 
Your Word points out, we have been utterly and eternally forgiven of, but we come before You that none of those 
continuing sins would be an obstacle to our praise or our effective witness for Jesus Christ in the presence of 
others.  
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