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 In the Beginning: The Way Things Were, Part 10   

 Genesis 1:26-31  

Gracious Father, it is fitting that we are astonished at our salvation, that You would die for sinners. It should 

amaze us, every hour, every moment of every day. That fact that we stand in a state of grace causes our hearts to be 

overwhelmed, so it is fitting to know that You are worthy of praise and we are worthy of death, and yet, we can be 

and are in awe of You for reaching down into our sinful, sin-cursed state, and rescuing us. Thank you, O God. 

Tonight as we come to Your word, humble us, cause us to be crushed in our pride, open to the truth. In Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 

Ah, great – what a wonderful time to praise the Lord. Take your Bibles and open to Genesis chapter one and as you 

know we are resuming for this fall season, after so many summer weeks off here and there doing various special 

things on Sunday night, and we’re back to Genesis chapter one and the second half of day six. If you remember, we 

have been, of course, looking at the creation of man.  

Chapter one, by the way, is the specific chronological order in which the days took place. And then chapter two, 

some people have wondered why there is a reiteration of the creation account in summary fashion and then a 

honing in on the creation of man and the creation of woman. The reason, of course, is that chapter two focuses 

specifically on God’s prohibition in the garden when He placed man there. It also focuses specifically on man’s 

need for a complement, a partner in life, a companion in life that would be suitable for him, and it focuses on the 

glory and grandeur of God’s ability to know those things in His own design and to have purpose for those particular 

items to take place, and then the unfolding of them in chapter two. We’ll jump into that chapter a little bit tonight as 

we resume our study of the creation of man and its implications.  

Now you remember that on day six you had the beginning of that day with the completion of the animal life on the 

earth. The land was filled of course, in the first part of day six, and then the second part of day six was the creation 

of man. And that comes to us in verses twenty-six and following. And we made some observations back then – just 

to sort of bring us up to speed – there was personal attention given to this day, and in the account we noted that in 

verse twenty-six there is a deliberation that takes place within the Godhead, and it is mentioned here specifically by 

the inspiration of the Spirit. When Moses wrote, he penned in verse twenty-six that God Himself said, “Let Us 

make man in Our image.” (Gen. 1:26)  

And of course, there is also the emphasis on personal attention because the word “created” is used in verse twenty-

seven no less than three times – bā·rā. It is confirmed in chapter two verse seven as a work that is distinct from the 

rest of the creation that God had done. God deliberated and in the inner Trinitarian Godhead said, “Let Us make 

man in Our image.” And “in Our likeness,” or “after Our likeness,” or “according to Our likeness.” And then 

He spoke some purposes for man. Man was to rule over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the sky, over the cattle, 

and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth. And then that great statement in verse 

twenty-seven: “God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He 

created them.” (Gen. 1:27) God spoke His desire to create man but distinctly in a divine sort of deliberation that 

was expressed before this creative act.  

And God created man uniquely according to His image and likeness, and we talked about the fact that this account 

takes us beyond divine deliberation into divine representation. The uniqueness of mankind, the purpose and dignity 

of mankind is indeed rich, given the purpose of God in creating man and the terms used here. We saw that “image” 

was the idea of an object that represents, or an object similar to, and representative of, something else. In other 
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words, mankind was created to be a representation in physical form of what God is like. The Hebrew word demuth, 

the word for “likeness,” is a figure, a resemblance. And so with these two terms, God creates man and implies, not 

exact sameness, but a resembling likeness. In other words, if you were to take God in His character, and in some of 

those attributes that could be communicated through a finite creature in physical form, mankind was it. Mankind 

was made to be a resembling likeness of God.  

And we looked at what that meant. That meant that what we needed to do was look at mankind and see what he 

looks like in His image, at least before the fall, and certainly after the tainting and sin of the fall we can still see 

some of those characteristics on display, but we note in Scripture that God is a moral being and so we would expect 

man to be a moral being and indeed, he is. He is morally accountable, he has a sense of right and wrong that is 

innate, he can behave righteously or sinfully, and bear the consequences of right or wrong choices, at least in a 

fallen universe.  

God is also a spiritual being, and so therefore we’d expect to see that in the image and representative likeness of 

man. And of course, we do. We have a spiritual and immaterial part, and that spiritual and immaterial part relates to 

God in worship, in prayer, in praise, and in understanding. We even have immortality. We have a soul that lives on. 

We have an existence that will go for eternity.  

Not only that, but in Scripture God is a being that is reasoning. He has intelligence. He has reasoning. And so 

therefore, we’d expect to see that in the image and likeness of this creature who is, in physical form, a resemblance 

of what God is like. We can reason, we can think logically, we develop greater skill and complexity, we use 

language to communicate complex and even abstract [thoughts], we have awareness of the future, we have a sense 

of life beyond this one, and we’re even creative. We have creativity that develops. We can understand and create 

literature, technology, music, and the sciences. We experience those complex reflections of the intellect. We even 

have a complex of emotions. And so God being an intelligent being, a reasoning being, we would expect to see that 

in the resemblance of man and in the likeness in this physical representation of God on the earth.  

God is also a relational being and it is also true then that we would expect to see that in the creation of man, and so 

it is true. We engage in interpersonal relationships even at a very deep level with one another. It exceeds that of the 

animal kingdom, the community of animal life. Men and women reflect the equality of nature and dignity in value 

even though we serve in different functions in the order of creation.  

So in those aspects, at least initially, we note that God is that way and when He created man to be a resemblance of 

that, that is what He designed in man, or He put His mark upon man in that way.  

Now notice Genesis 1:27 also, that He created them male and female. This is repeated, by the way, in Genesis 5:2, 

as we noted when we studied this. And then also, you note in chapter two, when mankind notes that he doesn’t have 

a suitable helper, he has no partner or companion in life that will suit him, God says in Genesis 2:18: “It is not 

good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.”  

And God fashioned (verse twenty-two), this part from the side of man into a woman and brought her to the man. 

And notice Genesis 2:23: “The man said (and this is of course one man now, and one woman – one male, one 

female) ‘This is now bone of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; She (or this one, literally, in the original 

language) shall be called (iš·šāh) Woman, Because she was taken (or this one was taken) out of (îš) Man.” 

Bone of my bones, flesh of my flesh – that’s very interesting because what is indicated here is that the entire 

makeup of man and the entire makeup of woman are the same. And so as vice-regents on the earth, and as a male 

and a female, we constitute then a coming together of two human beings, complementing one another. A man and a 

woman, it was God’s original design that the two would become one flesh. Genesis 2:24: “(For this cause, or) For 

this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one 

flesh.”  
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When you had Adam, you had God creating a woman or fashioning a woman out of part of Adam, so that the two 

would be of the same substance, and then in the procreative act, you have children born, and a man leaves his father 

and his mother out of that family unit, and he clings to his wife and creates a new family unit, and those two 

become one flesh. They become complements, exclusive partners, in a relationship that is to be protected, and it is a 

relationship that consists of a male and a female.  

Both men and women, by the way, looking back at chapter 1, were created in the image of God. Both men and 

women were created in the image of God. I mentioned to you weeks ago, when we studied this, that the 

implications for this are profound. First of all, it means that men and women are created with an equal share in 

dignity, an equal share in importance, in personhood, and procreation. As it says, in 1 Peter 3:7, the woman is a 

“fellow heir of the grace of life.” Man and woman together are fellow heirs of the grace of life. They both equally 

enjoy the privilege of this uniquely, God-character-reflecting relationship. And it reflects God’s character through 

complementary differences. They are different, they are designed differently, but man and woman become one 

flesh, exclusively a family unit with one man, one woman, and they are to be a representation of God on the earth 

and together, it is a unique representation because they are both made in the image and likeness of God.  

So therefore they’re both of equal usefulness to the Creator, for carrying out His glorious purposes. Notice Genesis 

1:28: “God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it.” 

They’re both useful to the Creator for carrying out His purposes. There is no denigration of one or the other sex. 

There is no difference in equality. There is no fundamental difference that says one is superior and the other is 

inferior. Men and women share equally in dignity because they are both created in the image of God. And though 

they have a different function and purpose, as we will see, indeed they are both interdependent beings needing one 

another for the highest good of creation, as God designed.  

Furthermore, they’re both equally crucial to procreation. Verse 28: “[He] said to them, “Be fruitful and 

multiply.”  

Now that takes us to some of the implications that I addressed this morning. Any relationship that is immoral, that 

is outside God’s design, outside God’s moral righteousness, outside His moral standard, outside His moral law, His 

code of conduct, outside of His commands, any relationship outside of a male and a female in a relationship 

together that is exclusive and protected is sin.  Any sexual activity outside of marriage between a man and a woman 

is sin. I get this question all the time from Christian couples wanting to be married: “Is premarital sex okay?” No. 

No.  

“Well, my parents told us that it would be good to kind of test one another, before we get married, to see if 

everything’s okay.”  

If you do that, the Bible has a word for that – fornication. It’s sin.  

Some people say, “Well, what about just pleasing yourself, by yourself?” No.  

Marriage in a relationship where there are two people designed together for a complementary relationship are to 

serve one another in that relationship. There is no such thing as selfishness, no such thing as selfishness in the 

marriage relationship, and no such thing allowed as selfishness in the sexual dimension. Ever.  

Someone said recently, some pastor in the Emergent church movement said, “Well, the Bible never says anything 

about self-pleasure.” Sure it does. It just doesn’t include it in the word porneia.  The word porneia is the word in 

the New Testament for “sexual sin” and it relates back to the Septuagint version, or the word used in the Greek 

translation of the Old Testament, which comes from the concept of immorality in the Old Testament, but it means a 

sexual sin. People have said, “Well, self-pleasure doesn’t have anything to do with sexual sin because the word 

porneia means sex outside of marriage.” Well, that’s true, but there’s another New Testament concept that you 
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must be aware of, and that’s epithumia, or cravings, evil cravings, or lusts, sexual lusts, lusts that are out of control. 

Cravings are never to be selfish. Desires are never to be fed with self-centeredness.  

So, self-pleasure is sin. Fornication, in other words, sex outside of marriage or before marriage, is sin. Sex outside 

of a marriage relationship where the covenant has already been made is adultery and therefore sin. Sex with 

someone of the same gender is sin. Sex with anything outside of a man and a woman in a marriage relationship is 

sin. There’s no getting around God’s design. A male and a female, bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh. When a 

family has children, those children leave, the young man cleaves to his wife, he is joined to his wife, and the two 

become one flesh. Exclusive. To be protected. Guarded.  

Notice in, just to trace this a little bit, Exodus 20. Notice in Exodus 20 and I don’t know why this has been such a 

controversy other than just Christians being confused on the issue or just deciding, “You know what, I’m going to 

do what I want, and I’m going to sort of change the Bible definitions of it.” But if God’s character in the original 

design in Genesis was a male and a female in a monogamous relationship together that’s exclusive together, with 

nothing outside of it, then it would be no wonder that the moral character of God reflected in the Mosaic law would 

say that. And here you have in apodictic form, or the “You shall not,” or “Thou shall not,” sort of form, you have 

these great statements which are very clear. Notice, you have Exodus 20:14: “You shall not commit adultery.”  

What’s the definition of adultery? Sex outside of your marriage. What’s the definition of marriage? A man and a 

woman together in an exclusive relationship. One family unit. The two shall become one flesh. So here in the law 

of God reflecting the moral character of God is the same design: “You shall not commit adultery.” 

Notice Exodus 20:17: “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife.” Why? Because it is to be exclusive between a 

man and a woman. There is to be a commitment, a one-flesh commitment, a one-flesh partnership, a one-flesh 

complementarianism. There is different design and function, but one flesh. We procreate on the earth together, the 

two of us, just in our family unit to another family unit. Genesis 1:28: “God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and 

multiply, and fill the earth.’” (emphasis added) 

Notice in the Wisdom literature, getting outside the law of God per say, and into the Wisdom literature,  

Proverbs 5. Very, very strong words. It’s interesting what’s being spoken about here is the danger of sexual 

temptation. The father is writing to his son to give attention to his wisdom. Proverbs 5:1-2: “Incline your ear to 

my understanding; That you may observe discretion, And your lips may reserve knowledge.” He’s setting up 

the difference between folly and wisdom, wise living and foolishness.  

Verse three: “For the lips of an adulteress drip honey And smoother than oil is her speech; But in the end she 

is bitter as wormwood,” (Prov. 5:3-4) What’s being talked about here? Adultery. Going outside of one’s marriage 

vow. Going outside of the exclusive relationship that you have in your marriage, between a man and a woman. And 

going out to someone outside of that, in this case an adulteress woman, or an immoral temptress.  

Notice he says in verse fifteen, “Drink water from your own cistern…,” or your own well, “…fresh water from 

your own well. Should your springs be dispersed abroad, Streams of water in the streets?” (Prov. 5:15-16)  

You say, what’s he talking about – water? No, he’s talking about sexual desire, sexual fulfillment, the sexual 

intimacy in marriage. You say how do you know that? Verse seventeen:  

Let [these streams of water] be yours alone  

And not for strangers with you.  

Let your fountain be blessed  

And rejoice in the wife of your youth.  

As a loving hind and a graceful doe,  

Let her breasts satisfy you at all times;  

Be exhilarated always with her love.  
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For why should you, my son, be exhilarated with an adulteress,  

And embrace the bosom of a foreigner? (Prov. 5:17-20) 

What’s he saying? He’s saying, look, the marriage relationship was designed by God to be a one-flesh relationship 

exclusive and protected, guarded. Why should you, the son of someone who is under the instruction – that’s the 

implication – why should you, a son of privilege, why should you, a child of the truth, go run around and find 

someone outside your marriage, you ought to be satisfied with – notice – “…the wife of your youth.” Be satisfied 

with the marriage partner in this exclusive relationship. Don’t you separate that. Don’t separate that in some 

immoral sin.  

Notice also Matthew chapter nineteen; I referred to it this morning. Jesus, of course, is being challenged again 

about questions regarding divorce. And he answers one particular question of a Pharisee; Matthew 19:3: “Is it 

lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any reason at all?” That’s a whole other discussion as to what’s going 

on here and what’s he asking and why he’s asking it, but suffice it to say that Jesus’ answer gives us great insight 

into the exclusivity and guardedness of the marriage relationship. Notice He quotes Genesis:  

He answered and said, “Have you not read that He who created them from the beginning made them 

male and female, and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to 

his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. What 

therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.” (Matt. 19:4-6) 

And notice when He talks about the reason that divorce was permitted, in the hardening days of the heart, in Israel – 

verse nine: “…whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman commits 

adultery.” (Matt. 19:9) 

The implication here being that when you go outside your marriage, there is a violation of God’s moral standard. 

It’s immorality, it is adultery, and it is, again, against God’s moral character.  

So Jesus upholds the idea that marriage is not a man and a man or a woman and a woman. He upholds that marriage 

is not a relationship that you can go in and out of. Marriage is not a relationship that you can throw away, it’s not 

disposable. And in the design of God, it isn’t free to let your springs be dispersed in the streets, or running after, or 

coveting another person’s relationship. It is exclusive and you should guard it and protect it.  

Ephesians chapter five reiterates once again the beauty of an exclusive relationship and Paul, of course, is talking 

about the marriage relationship. And alongside of the truths that he speaks about that the marriage is to reflect the 

relationship between Christ and His church, it’s interesting to note here just the terminology that flows through the 

text, which reveals a man and a woman in a marriage relationship.  

“Wives, be subject to your own husbands.” (Eph. 5:22) There it is. You have a wife and you have a husband, and 

she brings herself under his leadership.  

Verse twenty-five: “Husbands, love your wives.” (Eph. 5:25) You have a husband and he is to love sacrificially 

his wife.  

“Husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies.” (Eph. 5:28) You take of yourself, you’re 

exclusively giving attention to yourself, you cherish and nourish your own flesh, and you take that energy, as we 

heard Lance so eloquently put a couple of weeks ago, and you pour it into this exclusive partner of yours. Why? So 

that the marriage relationship represents purity, and holiness, and spotlessness, and blamelessness.  

Notice verse thirty-one, again Genesis is quoted: “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and 

shall be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” (Eph. 5:31) 

Verse thirty-three reiterates it: “Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love his own wife even as 

himself, and the wife must see to it that she respects her husband.” (Eph. 5:33) 
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Here you have, again, the beauty and glory and richness and protectedness of a one-flesh relationship between a 

man and a woman.  

A man and a woman in a marriage relationship is also reiterated when Paul wrote his letter to Timothy. He says in 1 

Timothy 2, just speaking about the first two people that were on the earth, in the context of women receiving 

instruction in the corporate worship assembly, he says in 1 Timothy 2:12,  “I do not allow a woman to teach or 

exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet. For it was Adam, (this is an explanatory statement) it was 

Adam who was first created, and then Eve.” 

So you have here in the New Testament, the reiteration that there is a created order, and yet it is still Adam and 

Eve, the first two individuals. Paul would also reiterate that in 1 Corinthians 11:8-9 when he says it was the man 

that was created first and then the woman for the man as a complement and not the other way around.  

So again, the New Testament even reiterates this pattern that you have of these two people, a man and a women 

coming together and putting together a one-flesh relationship in the institution of holy union, or marriage as we call 

it.  

Now look at 1 Thessalonians 4 for a moment, just continuing along the lines of purity in this relationship, I gave 

you texts this morning that speak about immorality, that goes outside of this man and woman relationship in a 

marriage. If you remember I mentioned: 

 1 Corinthians 5:9: “I wrote you in my letter not to associate with [sexually] immoral people.”  

 1 Corinthians 6:9: “Do you not know that the [sexually immoral] will not inherit the kingdom of 

God?” 

 You’re to flee from sexual immorality – 1 Corinthians 6:18 

 Be sure that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ – 

Ephesians 5:5 

But then here in 1 Thessalonians 4, as I mentioned this morning, you have this great statement on God’s will for our 

lives. He says, verse three, it is God’s will that we be set apart, sanctified, and here’s explanation: “…that you 

abstain from sexual [sin], that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor.” 

(1 Thess. 4:3-4)  

Do you remember when we did an exposition of this, I said to you there that in verse four, that “vessel” there, I 

believe is the word for body. Each of you knows how to take control of his passions and own the control of his 

passions “…in sanctification and honor, not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God.” (1 

Thess. 4:4-5) 

And verse six: “And that no man transgress and defraud his brother in the matter.” (1 Thess. 4:6) In what 

way? Any sexual immorality is defrauding. If you go outside your marriage, you defraud your spouse, and you 

defraud the person that you went outside your marriage to be with. If you have sex before marriage, you’re 

defrauding one another. You’re defrauding their purity, you’re defrauding their spiritual life, you’re defrauding 

them of the blessing of God, and you’re defrauding them of the exclusivity and beauty of purity. You’re defrauding 

God of His glory, at least in so far as your own life can manifest it. You’re not to defraud someone or transgress 

them in this matter.  

You remember the warning – verse six: “…because the Lord is the avenger in all these things.” (1 Thess. 4:6) 

Verse seven: “For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification.” (1 Thess. 4:7) 

Just to add one more text to the issue of being sexually immoral, Revelation 21:8 says, “But for the cowardly and 

unbelieving and abominable and murderers and [sexually] immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and 

all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” 
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That is serious judgment language. And the reason it is so serious is because He is wanting to include those sins 

that destroy the design of God in man. They go against, they pervert, they distort, they twist, and they destroy the 

design of God for mankind. People say all the time, “You know there’s nothing wrong with seeking your happiness, 

seeking your own pleasure.” Well, if that were true, then why does the Bible continually tell us that the Christian 

life is to be lived in a denial of self? The denial of self. God knows how to satisfy His creatures. And so He says, 

pour out selflessness on someone else. The same way you coddle your life, pour it out on another, and you’ll be 

blessed. Fear God and you’ll be blessed. The man who fears the Lord has a home that’s blessed – Psalm 128. And 

his children are a future around his table with security and generational resources and his wife is a fruitful vine in 

his house. But only if he fears the Lord and doesn’t violate the exclusivity of the marriage bond, the family unit.  

Now back to Genesis chapter two, just looking a little further at this union between a man and a woman, it’s 

obvious that when they leave father and mother, they become one flesh and so now this relationship supersedes all 

other relationships in importance and intimacy. When a couple is married, and of course even when Adam and Eve 

were brought together in this first union, their relationship was superseding all other relationships in intimacy and 

importance. Notice when they become one flesh they are leaving their family. Leaving their family relationship. 

God has wonderfully designed for two people to come together and in the exclusivity of that relationship and in the 

protection of it, they are brought together and they are meant for intimacy and long-term enjoyment. They reflect 

heritage and they are going to pass on a legacy, as I told you before. They are going to develop a tight-knit family 

which will become a part of many families in a tight-knit community where deep relational ties exist. And God, by 

the way, according to chapter one, blessed that kind of union, as a design of fruitfulness.  

Fruitfulness. Notice back in chapter one what mankind was to be able to do with this fruitfulness. Genesis 1:28: 

“God blessed them; and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it.’”  

So their union, when protected, allows them to be blessed and fruitful and prolific and for Adam and Eve, it was a 

blessing that would lead to the population of the planet and the subduing of the planet together. The earth, of 

course, at the time was untainted by sin so it was a perfect environment. But even since then, God still allows 

human beings in a family unit to procreate, proliferate on the earth, and have generations, legacy, heritage, and 

family. And even though the fall clouds our relationships, we still have the blessing of God to procreate and we still 

have the mandate from God to fill the earth and subdue it.  

So we go from divine deliberation in the creation of man to divine representation, and now divine delegation. We 

are vice-regents in a divine delegation. Verse twenty-six says, “Let them rule…over all the earth.” (Gen. 1:26) 

Verse twenty-eight – same thing – let them rule, subdue it.  

Notice in chapter two, that when Adam was placed in the garden, verse fifteen: “[He] took the man and put him 

into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it.” (Gen. 2:15) To cultivate it and to keep it. We have the 

capacity as human beings, and we have the delegated responsibility to rule the earth and subdue it. Man was created 

to be a sovereign of the planet under God’s rule. A delegated sovereign, a vice-regent if you will. We have been 

given a wonderful mandate. Procreate, create family units, your children leave you, they cleave to a spouse, they 

get in an exclusive relationship, they guard it and protect it, they procreate, and they proliferate on the earth and 

they help to subdue it and enjoy what God has created. Up to the creation of man, God had no vice-regent on the 

earth. But now He calls a man and a woman to do just that in this wonderful partnership, this companionship.  

Now it’s interesting to note that Adam and Eve, even before children, were a family. They were considered one 

flesh together in this family unit and they were to cultivate the earth and work it in the garden, and they were to 

multiply on the earth and they were to rule over it.  Rule over the fish, the fish were for you. The birds are for you, 

everything living thing that moves on the earth is for you.  

And verse twenty-nine: “I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the surface of all the earth, and 

every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you;” (Gen. 1:29) Enjoy it! 
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“…every beast of the earth and to every bird of the sky and to every thing that moves on the earth…,” (Gen. 

1:30) – He has also given the plants for food.  

So Adam and Eve, moving around as mankind, as vice-regent, with the animals, enjoying the earth, procreating, 

filing the earth so that they might subdue it. What an adventure that would have been. And if they stayed within the 

bounds of God’s created design, they don’t destroy that. But the moment human beings get outside of God’s design, 

they not only destroy the family and God’s design for that unit, which is very unique and very purposeful, if you 

destroy that then everything becomes destroyed. The ability to rule, the ability to subdue, the ability to multiply, to 

fill, to be fruitful.  

Today, people want us to believe that you can toss the family out. You can rearrange the family, redefine it. You 

can make the family anything you really want. You could make it two woman raising children, two men raising 

children. You can make it a single parent raising a child just by choice. That you could have a village. Remember 

that? It was Hillary Clinton, I think, who coined that phrase, “It takes a village….” A village – what does she mean? 

She meant that the agenda was that there’s no such thing as a nuclear family that makes strong societies; there’s no 

such thing as that; you don’t need that; it just takes a community, a community where values and morals are made 

by consensus.  

That’s not what it says here. Adam and Eve were to care for their place and the resources given to them. Notice that 

there is no one else around to become a distraction. They had to work together. They were there by themselves until 

they had children and then those children would join in the work. But until then, there they were in the enjoyment 

of working together as stewards of the earth.  

And it doesn’t indicate that there’s any automatic knowledge of what it meant to subdue, or how to subdue. They 

were just to be fruitful, multiply, and together, they were to build communities, and the subduing of the earth would 

happen. This was an adventure for them. They had to work together on their surroundings. They had to raise 

children. They had to think through what it meant to establish a family and then societies.  

Even after the fall, nothing changed. You still work. After the fall you still work. It just that it’s going to be a lot 

harder to yield fruit when God gave the curse to Adam. He was to work and cultivate the garden before the fall but 

after the fall, he ended up having to work a lot for very little payoff. And I also believe that humidity was added in 

there because it says, “By the sweat of your face you will eat bread.” (Gen. 3:19) That may be a reference to 

humidity, I don’t know. It’s certainly part of God’s curse, I think.  

But, what a wonderful privilege even after the fall. We work. Ecclesiastes 3:10 – God gave man work to do on the 

earth. And even their children – Abel became a keeper of flocks and Cain tilled the ground. They were workers. 

This is what they did in the divine design for family.  

And marriage, between a man and a woman is the foundation. If you destroy the foundation, you destroy the ability 

for that foundation to lead to a strong society where communities are made up of families where the father and 

mother had children and the man left his father and mother and cleaved to a wife from another family and they 

formed a new family unit. If you destroy marriage between a man and a woman exclusively protected, you begin to 

destroy the foundation for societies and communities. Societies are expansions through families who have those 

two foundation elements: a marriage and a man leaving the confines of his own home to form his new household. 

Those two elements are what make up the proliferation of societies.  

Furthermore, family is not only really the first society, but it’s the first structure where there’s authority and 

subjection. God made Adam and then gave him Eve, and according to the New Testament, it reiterates that when 

Adam was created first and Eve was created out of Adam’s side, Eve was created as a complement to Adam. They 

had different functions. She was to come under his leadership. He was to care for her and protect her, and provide 

for her, and you have in that the idea of an authority and subjection structure. That is what is necessary for a 

society. You need a marriage as a foundation, and a family that procreates, and then children forming new 



In the Beginning: The Way Things Were, Part 10 Jerry Wragg 

 

 

9 

households, and those societies expand and in that structure is authority and subjection. You have headship and you 

have people following.  

And so God even at the beginning, in a marriage between a man and a woman, created the first structure where 

there would be authority and subjection. God has uniquely designed it so that man learns how to function as he 

subdues the earth. In a society and even in the family, there is a protected learning that goes on with the children 

about what it means to subdue the earth and honor this design of God.  

You say, “What do you mean that children in the home learn how to function in society?” Well, let me give you a 

few ideas. Society is subdivided into families. That’s what societies are; they are made up of families. And it’s 

interesting to me, when you look at the family, the unique design of God, you have parents procreating and having 

children, and then those children are brought up in that home, or in that family structure, that little nucleus of 

society. And in that dynamic children are supervised as they grow and that supervision is specific and constant and 

its oversight is full of direct and hands-on care. That’s exactly what God designed – for children to come into the 

home and there’s supervision that is specific and constant.  

Even in a perfect ideal, even before the fall. Ostensibly, Adam and Eve would have had children, and though there 

would have been no sin, at least that’s what the implication is in Scripture, it still means that children would have 

had to grow up in their intellect. They would have had to grow up in their understanding. How does that happen? 

Well, in a home, you have two parents caring specifically for the children and because it’s a smaller unit than 

society it has limits, and those limits expand with time until a child becomes an adult and that adult then creates its 

own family unit. So even built into the structure of a family, there is the idea of a society that takes times and cares 

for and nurtures the younger ones into an older age until they’re ready to take on their own family structure in that 

society.  

Furthermore, the authority in a family, the design of authority and subjection, occurs within the context of filial 

love. It occurs with the context of family love. You have parental authority that’s God-given and absolute. So, even 

before the fall you would have had children growing up and they would have understood the authority-subjection 

structure. After the fall, it’s brilliant, because parental authority is God-given and absolute so that the children are 

brought into subjection and their wills are brought into subjection in a very protected and small environment.  

God has so uniquely designed the family unit. It’s small and it’s protected. The subjects and their will either bends 

or breaks. After the fall, when sin entered into the family, the potential was for societies to get into disarray. But as 

long as there’s a relationship between a man and a woman protected, and that family is guarded, and children are 

raised in that dynamic, then the authority-subjection structure is there, children are taught it in a small environment, 

very limited and very protected, where their wills can be brought into subjection and they’re either bent or they 

break. But they’re not out in society yet, destroying society with sin. The family is a protective place.  

I think it’s also interesting that (of course God knew this, He’s sovereign, He knew there would be a fall) but I think 

it’s also interesting that mankind would tend to abuse power, and you see that in the family. You see parental abuse 

of children, you see a husband abusing a wife, a wife abusing a husband, you see the destruction of the family from 

the abuse of power, and yet, in a family where there is a husband and wife protecting the relationship God designed, 

then in that environment of natural love, or what the Greeks called storgē, family love, in the strength of the natural 

love environment of a family, there is balance and there is protection for parent and child if it is guarded as a family 

unit and the strength of a unit in society. It’s guarded. If they’re protecting that family unit and its strength they 

don’t get out of control. If the children are understanding their relationship interdependently with that family, they 

learn what it means to temper power with love.  

Even in a fallen world, however, apart from Christ, there’s no way to protect the family, ultimately. Absolutely no 

way to protect the family apart from Christ, and that is why, the family is that place where if there are believers in 

that family, the gospel is to be first and foremost passed to the children. It’s to be passed to the children. We note 
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that in Psalm 78 (and we’ll have to end with this because our time is gone), but in Psalm 78 notice what the 

responsibility was of the people of Israel. In Psalm 78 they were supposed to teach the younger generation. They 

were supposed to be faithful to teach the younger generation. Verse five of Psalm 78:  

For He, (that is, God) established a testimony in Jacob  

And appointed a law in Israel,  

Which He commanded our fathers  

That they should teach them to their children,  

That the generation to come might know, even the children yet to be born, (so we’re thinking 

grandchildren and great-grandchildren)  

That they may arise and tell them to their children,  

That they should put their confidence in God 

And not forget the works of God,  

But keep His commandments,  

And not be like their fathers,  

A stubborn and rebellious generation,  

A generation that did not prepare its heart  

And whose spirit was not faithful to God. (Ps. 78:5-8) 

It’s interesting that God chides them and says, verse twenty-one, “The Lord heard and was full of wrath; And a 

fire was kindled against Jacob and anger also mounted against Israel, because they did not believe in God 

and did not trust in His salvation.” (Ps. 78:21-22) 

Why were the parents of families in Israel judged? Because they had an opportunity to protect the family unit and 

its strength, to have an exclusive relationship between a man and a woman, and then as they had children, to train 

those children in gospel knowledge that the generation to come might know that they should put their confidence in 

God and not forget the works of God but keep His commandments. Why? Because in a family, God designed that 

that’s where the training should happen.  

From the earliest ages, your goal as a parent is to put the knowledge of God and the mandate to trust Him into the 

heart and mind of your children. The prayer of Israel, the Shema itself, Deuteronomy 6, was repeated and 

memorized and meditated upon and it says there that in the melee of life, you are to train your children, teach them 

vigorously when they are walking around through the day, when they’re lying down, and when they’re getting up in 

the morning. Every part of their life was to be instruction about God. That takes place in the family. It’s a very 

protected unit. When you destroy the monogamous protected relationship of a man and a woman, you destroy the 

ability to pass on generational worship. You destroy it.  

Beloved, immorality is against God’s standard and holy character. And immorality which includes fornication, self-

pleasure, sexual sin outside of marriage, adultery, homosexuality, any kind of sexual sin with any entity outside of a 

man and a woman in a marriage will destroy a family. It’ll destroy it.  

You say, “Well, Pastor, I see that, it’s very clear in Scripture, but in my life, immorality has already occurred and I 

bear the scars of it. My marriage bears the scars of it.” I understand that. If you’re saved out of an immoral life, you 

bear scars. If after you came to Christ, you failed and morally slid down a path that violated the character of God in 

your marriage, I understand that. It happens. But the Scriptures are clear that the family can only survive by the 

grace of Christ, amen? And so while there are scars from sin, we bear them. And there’s no reason to act like we 

don’t. We just need to be honest about that. We bear scars of sin.  

But because there is in the cross of Christ complete forgiveness, there is of course, God’s great compassion. And 

when we uncover sin, God’s compassion covers our sin – Proverbs 28:13. And as we saw this morning, in Christ, 

we are cleansed, we are sanctified, and we’re washed. Past tense. We’re washed, it’s a completed act. In Christ, our 
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justification begins that positional sanctification and then the process of sanctification we are at that moment 

washed totally. We might bear the earthly scars, but our inner man is renewed and being renewed. It is set apart 

unto holiness and purity. We can be pure in the eyes of Christ, in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

But if you’re a parent, and you have violated the family by some immoral behavior, or you’re continuing to be 

tempted in that area, or you believe that marriage can be just anything society wants it to be, if that’s the case, 

you’ve got to repent of those perspectives and bring yourself back to what the Bible says. God designed marriage 

between a man and a woman. That’s the family unit, that’s to be protected, and that’s to be guarded. You’re to 

teach that to your children, pass it on to the next family unit, and when your children get married and choose a 

spouse, that’s when you want to pour it on. Listen, protect that relationship – that’s what you ought to be telling 

your children. Protect that relationship. Guard it. It’s not to be springs spread abroad in the street. It is to be guarded 

for the sake of the strength of your family, which will add to the strength of society, which will guard the strength 

of culture, to be a moral voice in the culture, and it will a heritage to you. Because Psalm 128 says that your 

children will flourish generationally around your table and provide a future even, for as long as God tarries on the 

earth and leaves us here on the earth until He brings us home.  

So there is forgiveness with Christ, complete and total, you can be pure, scars and all. But if you’re drifting toward 

believing that marriage can be anything, God’s design is clear. In Genesis 1, the two shall become one shall become 

one flesh and what God has joined together we are not to separate. It is between a man and a woman. If you toy 

with the definition of marriage, you toy with the family, with society, with culture, with strength, with heritage, 

with legacy, you toy with all of it. 

Next time we’re going to look at day seven, and God’s rest. Let’s pray.  


