
March 30, 2021 
Matthew 26:57-27:10 

The Jewish Religious Leaders Convict Jesus  
I. Annas v. John 18:12-14; 19-24 
II. Caiaphas v. 26:57-68 
III. Peter v. 26:69-75 
IV. Judas v. 27:1-10 

 
Theme:  Jesus is treated as an outcast by the Jewish leadership  
 
Attributes of God in Christ Jesus: 
Merciful 
Forgiving 
Love 
 
Principles: 
Phillips:  The events that culminated at Calvary show how far man will go in expressing his hatred for God and how far 
God will go in expressing His love for man. 
 
 
After Jesus was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane, He was taken to the house of Annas….probably around 1am. 
Jesus was taken to Annas …then to Caiaphas….to the Sanhedrin….to Pilate….to Herod… back to Pilate. 
 

I.  Jesus Before Annas John 18:12-14; 19-24 
*shrewd politician 
*ran the show for about 60 years putting his 6 sons in one after the other, and his  son-in-law, Caiaphas along the way 
*controlled the money changers in the temple & the merchandizing going on there 
*incensed when Jesus cleansed the temple twice 
* one of a large cast of characters who were now manipulated by hell –JMacArthur 
 
12 Then the company of soldiers, the commander, and the Jewish temple police arrested Jesus and tied Him up. 13 First 
they led Him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14 Caiaphas was the one 
who had advised the Jews that it was advantageous that one man should die for the people. 
19 The high priest questioned Jesus about His disciples and about His teaching. 
20 “I have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus answered him. “I have always taught in the synagogue and in the temple 
complex, where all the Jews congregate, and I haven’t spoken anything in secret. 21 Why do you question Me? Question 
those who heard what I told them. Look, they know what I said.” 
22 When He had said these things, one of the temple police standing by slapped Jesus, saying, “Is this the way you 
answer the high priest?” 
23 “If I have spoken wrongly,” Jesus answered him, “give evidence about the wrong; but if rightly, why do you hit Me?” 
24 Then Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 
 
Phillips:  In the face of the many who came clamoring to make some detrimental and incriminating remarks against 
Heaven’s Beloved, our Lord maintained a studied and simple silence.  He answered the charges with majestic silence. 
 
Matthew Henry:  He was brought into Jerusalem through the sheep-gate from the mount of Olives.  It was so called 
because the sheep appointed for sacrifice were brought that way to the temple; very fitly therefore is Christ led that 
way, who is the Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the world. Christ was led first to the High Priest, for by the law 
all sacrifices were to be first presented to the priest, and delivered into his hand (Leviticus 17:5) 
 
Jesus knew Jewish law.  He meticulously/perfectly followed/obeyed every law of God. 
  
But when it came time for the law to be applied to HIM….it was violated….in countless ways…. 



The judicial systems of our modern Western world R founded on the legal system of ancient Israel in Deuteronomy. 
Moses set up an organized system w/ heads of families forming a council, known as sunedrion in Greek or Sanhedrin. 
Appointments to those bodies had become political.    
 
Mosaic law required: 
*right to PUBLIC trial open to public scrutiny 
*defense counsel 
*at least two reliable witnesses 
*trial in daylight only 
*property of the accused had to be given to family 
*defendant had the right to bring evidence & witnesses 
*a false witness would suffer same punishment as accused:  if capital punishment was adjudicate, same for false witness 
*accusing witnesses were to initiate the execution 
*death sentence could not be executed for 3 days, during which the judges were to fast, additional proof of the 
defendant’s innocence could be brought 
*on the 3rd day after the judgment, those who had voted for conviction could change their vote 
*a confession of self incrimination was not sufficient for conviction 
*the accused led thru the streets giving any bystander opportunity to bring defense 
 
There was a presumption of innocence & they took great time & effort to remove all reasonable doubt of guilt. 
 
The principles were:  The Sanhedrin is to save, not destroy life.  The goal is fairness & mercy. 
 
…..none of which was afforded our Lord Jesus…..   
His Jewish trial was:  
at night; in private; without defense; no criminal charges; falsely accused by false witnesses; executed same day as 
sentencing; judges did not fast & did not reconsider their judgment.  Within 6 hours, Jesus faced Jewish & Roman trial 
  
Every accusation was sent back w/a calm indictment of His accusers. 
 
Annas was frustrated, furious, stymied, so he sent Jesus to the next really bad man with still no criminal charge. 
 
 
 

II.  Jesus Before Caiaphas v. 26:57-68 
v. 26:57-58    Jesus led to Caiaphas & Sanhedrin with Peter following 

       
Courtyard of Caiaphas & Annas                        Palace compound of Annas Family                               Priestly garb 
 
Peter could hear what was going on.  And it is thru his eyes that we see the proceedings & thru his ears that we hear 
what was said 
 
 
 



v. 26:59-68  Jesus Before the Sanhedrin  
v. 26:60-61   False witnesses do not agree 
Proverbs 29:12 If a ruler listens to lies, all his officials will be wicked 
 
v. 26:61 Action against the temple would b treason in Jewish eyes and seditious in Roman eyes 
The action against the Temple moneychangers may have added evidence to their accusation 
 
Matthew Henry:  they valued themselves by the temple of the Lord (Jeremiah 7:4), and, when they abandoned other 
idols, made a perfect idol of that. Stephen was accused for speaking against this holy place (Acts 6:13, 14) 
 
& that’s what they got Jesus on….the false witnesses have left out the part about His body as the temple 
 
But even if they were correct….it wasn’t a crime worthy of death 
 
v. 26:63 His Answer?  Nothing Luke 22:63-65 He says nothing incriminating b/c He is innocent & falsely accused 
 
Matthew Henry:  But Jesus held his peace (v. 63), not as one sullen, or as one self-condemned, or as one astonished and 
in confusion; not because he wanted something to say, or knew not how to say it, but that the scripture might be 
fulfilled (Isa. 53:7); As the sheep is dumb before the shearer, and before the before the butcher, so he opened not his 
mouth; and that he might be the Son of David, who, when his enemies spoke mischievous things against him, was as a 
deaf man that heard not, Ps. 38:12-14. He was silent, because his hour was come; he would not deny the charge, 
because he was willing to submit to the sentence 
 
 
v. 26:64 Jesus combined Psalm 110:1 & Daniel 7:13 to affirm He is the glorious Son of Man, Who will come from the 
Right Hand of Power/God.  And His resurrection proves His Word is true. 
 
Hagner:  Nowhere does Jesus reveal Himself more than here & the high priest knew it 
 
 
v. 26:65-68   
Their sanctimonious indignation would be laughable were it not so evil 
 
There is no transgression found in Him.  
 
Luke 22:65 And they were saying many other blasphemous things against Him. 
  
Matthew Henry:  Now the scripture was fulfilled (Isaiah 50:6), I gave my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair; 
and (Lamentations 3:30), He giveth his cheek to him that smiteth him; he is filled with reproach, and yet keepeth 
silence (Micah. 5:1), They shall smite the Judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek. 
 
Luke 22:66-71 Jesus Faces the Sanhedrin 
66 When daylight came, the elders of the people, both the chief priests and the scribes, convened and brought Him 
before their Sanhedrin. 67 They said, “If You are the Messiah, tell us.” But He said to them, “If I do tell you, you will not 
believe. 68 And if I ask you, you will not answer. 69 But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of 
the Power of God.” 70 They all asked, “Are You, then, the Son of God?” And He said to them, “You say that I am.” 
71 “Why do we need any more testimony,” they said, “since we’ve heard it ourselves from His mouth?” 
 
It’s just hard to fathom the depth of their devious minds in this malicious prosecution 
 
They have tried their best to conclude this travesty before people were out & about in the city.  They don’t want 
discovery.  They need to get home to their wives & Passover preparation…..Get this over with.  He’s guilty. 
 



And the angels…..who had been straining at the edge of Heaven….. 
“well might they have eagerly yearned to descend the stairways of the stars & make an end to the vile creatures who 
could so abuse God’s Beloved Son.” ---Phillips 
  
First God would display His infinite love & boundless grace to undeserving folks….you/me 
 
Jesus had pleaded w/them to believe His works John 10:37-38 
If they didn’t want to believe His words, the power of His miracles were proof of His identity 
They thought they would be rid of Him.  But….these will face Him again as THEIR Judge & they will know for eternity that 
He is exactly Who He said He is. 
 
Matthew Henry:  Therefore, when Christ was made sin for us, He was silent, and left it to His blood to speak (Heb. 12:24) 
He stood mute at this bar, that we might have something to say at God's bar. 
 
The high priest was never to rend his garments.  Caiaphas did…..But that’s OK…he’ll not need it a few hours later…. 
The veil/the great curtain separating the Holy of Holies would be rent from top to bottom & a New Great High Priest 
would be installed in heaven.  In a few short years…..in AD70….there would be no more earthly temple for the 
priesthood to operate.  The temple….sacrifices….services would be replaced by the fulfillment of Christ Jesus/The 
Final/Ultimate/Perfect Sacrifice, Who has fulfilled ALL that the temple….the Priesthood…Great High Priest had 
foreshadowed for centuries. 
 
The Lord’s work on the Cross on our behalf:  FINISHED.  Tetelestai…..Greek for:  It is Finished 
 
Matthew Henry:  Our Lord Jesus was now in the High Priest's hall, not to be tried, but baited.  It would have been some 
comfort to him to see his friends near him. But we do not find any friend he had, save Peter only, and it would have 
been better if he had been at a distance. Observe how he fell, and how he got up again by repentance. 
 

III.  Jesus Denied by Peter  v. 26:69-75 
John provides a few more details: 
John 18:15-18; 25-27  Peter Denies Jesus 
15 Meanwhile, Simon Peter was following Jesus, as was another disciple. That disciple was an acquaintance of the high 
priest; so he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard. 16 But Peter remained standing outside by the door. So the 
other disciple, the one known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the girl who was the doorkeeper and brought 
Peter in. 
17 Then the slave girl who was the doorkeeper said to Peter, “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” 
“I am not!” he said. 18 Now the slaves and the temple police had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold. They were 
standing there warming themselves, and Peter was standing with them, warming himself. 
25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They said to him, “You aren’t one of His disciples too, are you?” 
He denied it and said, “I am not!” 
26 One of the high priest’s slaves, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, said, “Didn’t I see you with Him in 
the garden?” 
27 Peter then denied it again. Immediately a rooster crowed. 
 
He had thrust himself into temptation; he had thrust himself out of God's protection.  
Christ had told Peter that he could not follow him now, and had particularly warned him of his danger this night; and yet 
he ventured into the midst of this wicked crew. 
 
Seated in the counsel of the ungodly….standing in the way of sinners…..& sitting in the seat of scoffers….. Psalm 1 
 
….he’s gotten himself in real trouble:  he lied…..he denied….he swore…he cursed 
  
He lied about being from Galilee.  He denied knowing his Lord….”I’m not a Christ follower….no.” 
 



He cursed….he swore….violating the 1st commandment.  In essence he said:  May God kill me and damn me if I am not 
speaking the truth 
 
But that isn’t the end of his story 
 
In contrast to the wickedness of the UNrepentant….Peter receives forgiveness & restoration 
The difference? 
Exodus 34:6-7 The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate & gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and 
truth Who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, Who forgives iniquity, transgression & sin 
 
Micah 7:18 Who is a God like You, Who pardons iniquity? 
 
I John 1:9  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness 
 
JMacArthur:  few saints have fallen to the depths of sin and unfaithfulness that Peter did in denying Jesus.  Yet few 
saints have been so powerfully used by God as Peter after he repented & was restored 
 
Falling so far doesn’t suddenly happen.  It begins w/a little turn here…..a little turn there until you’re 180 out 
 
JMacArthur:  Peter’s downward steps: 

1. Self confidence……boasting he would never fall away from Christ  Matthew 26:33 
2. Insubordination…..rejecting Jesus’s assessment of him….. refusing to submit Himself to God’s Word Mark 14:31 
3. Prayerlessness….rejecting Jesus’s warnings & pleadings to pray to avoid exactly what happened 
4. Independent impulsive lack of self control  Matthew 26:51 
5. Relied on his own understanding & refused to accept the Word of God in the prophecies re:  death of Jesus 
6. Walked into a place of spiritual danger where his faith would be tested 
7.  Controlled by ego, self sufficiency that he felt infallible 

 
Peter’s upward climb:  Jesus had prayed that his faith would not fail Luke 22:32 & Peter confessed, repented & returned 
to faith.  The Lord restored Peter. 
 
Application for us from Matthew Henry:   

1.  Happy he whose speech betrays him to be a disciple of Christ, by the holiness and seriousness of whose 
discourse it appears that he has been with Jesus! 

2.  It looks ill, and bodes worse, when those that are willing to be Christ's disciples, are not willing to be known to 
be so.  Here began Peter's denying Him; for to follow Him afar off, is by little and little to go back from him. 
There is danger in drawing back, nay, in looking back 

3. The greater profession we make of religion, the greater is our sin if in anything we walk unworthily. 
4. Take heed of the warnings Christ Jesus gives in His Word 
5.  Let your answer be yea or nay and keep it 
6.  Make haste to repent 

b/c apart from confession, repentance, restoration…..apart from Christ Jesus….all we read is a hopeless end for these ppl 
 
While both Judas and Peter fled into the night w/deep remorse, the remorse of Peter led him back to Christ Jesus  
in repentance w/lesson learned: 
II Peter 3:16b-18 The untaught and unstable twist them to their own destruction, as they also do with the rest of the 
Scriptures.  17 Therefore, dear friends, since you know this in advance, be on your guard, so that you are not led away by 
the error of lawless people and fall from your own stability. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity.  Amen 
 
 
 



Not so Judas.  Look what happens without Christ 
 

IV.  Jesus Betrayed by Judas  v. 27:1-10 
v. 27:1-2 Plot to put Him to death 
Matthew Henry:  He was already bound with the bonds of love to man, and of his own undertaking, else he had soon 
broken these bonds, as Samson did his. 
 
At any time, He could have used His power to rip off that with which they tied Him 
But…..He was bound to the will/plan of God in His love for those He saves 
 
Matthew Henry:  Pilate is characterized by the Roman writers of that time, as a man of a rough and haughty spirit, wilful 
and implacable, and extremely covetous and oppressive; the Jews had a great enmity to his person, and were weary of 
his government, and yet they made use of him as the tool of their malice against Christ. 
 
v. 27:3-5 Judas Hangs Himself  
There have been a LOT of suicides as result of Covid.  There R many reasons for taking the life of oneself 
 
But it is a violation of the sovereignty of God, Who alone created life and takes that life in His time/His way 
 
 
v. 27:6-10 In hypocrisy, priests use Judas’s $$ to buy field 
 
 
 
No one knows exactly what Judas was thinking….No doubt he had hoped to have position, prestige, prosperity, power 
in Christ’s Kingdom.  All his hopes were dashed when he finally accepted the message Jesus repeated:   
No kingdom on earth now….Death now….Kingdom to come….. 
 
But why betray Him?  Why be a part of His death? 
 
Phillips thinks it’s likely he thought Jesus would escape as He had done in the past, Judas would be better off financially 
& no one would get hurt. 
Matthew Henry:  Judas expected that either Christ would have made his escape out of their hands, or would so have 
pleaded his own cause at their bar as to have come off, and then Christ would have had the honour, the Jews the shame, 
and he the money, and no harm done.  
 
But that’s not the way it worked out 
 
His remorse is not that of repentance.  There was no change of heart 
Metamelomai in Greek connotes regret or emotional sorrow 
 
The priests could care less.  They turned him over to his own terrors 
  
Matthew Henry:  those that are resolvedly impenitent, look with disdain upon the penitent.  It is usual for those that 
love the treason, to hate the traitor.  He concluded, as Cain, that his iniquity was greater than could be forgiven, and 
would rather throw himself on the devil's mercy than God's. And some have said, that Judas sinned more 
in despairing of the mercy of God, than in betraying his Master's blood.  
 
Deuteronomy 27:25 ‘The one who accepts a bribe to kill an innocent person is cursed.’  And all the people will say, Amen! 
 
It could not be undone.  He confessed…..but not to God. 
In utter misery, he threw the blood $$ into the sanctuary where only the priests could go 
& then he “turned on his heel, rushed blindly away, and hurled himself into a lost eternity.”  --Phillips 



Judas & Peter ……in stark contrast: 
One whose guilt is cleansed by the blood of Christ.  One whose guilt is compounded by the blood of Christ. 
 
Of the people highlighted by Matthew…..one is repentant…..the rest were not….which, of course, leads to a very 
different outcome for eternity. 
 
Matthew wrote the prophecy of Zechariah 11:12-13.  It is attributed to Jeremiah b/c the Jews divided the Hebrew Bible 
into three sections:  The Law, The Writings, The Prophets.  Jeremiah was listed first & the section of the prophets often 
referred to as Jeremiah.  It was like saying “recorded in the prophetic books.” 
 
Matthew has recorded this prophecy to show once again….the sovereignty of God.  Even His enemies fulfill His Word. 
  
 
 
Next week:  Matthew 27:11-44 
 
For discussion: 

1. What attributes of Christ Jesus are prominent in this passage? 
2. What hymns/songs come to your mind as we see Jesus in His hours of injustice and glory? 
3. Most of us can experience cowardice & we know where it leads:  to sadness & confession.  We vow that if the 

Lord will give us another opportunity…..we will take it!  Courageous when Jesus was with him, Peter failed when 
alone.  What lesson can you take for yourself? 

4. What are some warnings for us as we see Peter’s actions in this passage? 
5. How have you been impacted by the view of Jesus from Sunday’s sermons? 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
   
 


