
March 16, 2021 
Matthew 26:17-35 

Our Lord Celebrates Passover 
I.  The Lord’s Last Passover v. 26:17-25 
II.  The Lord’s Supper Instituted  v. 26:26-30 
III.  The Lord’s Promise v. 26:31-32 
IV.  Peter’s Promise v. 26:33-35 

 
Theme:  Jesus spends a last quiet night with His disciples celebrating Passover 
 
Attributes of God in Christ Jesus: 
Omniscient 
Patient 
Steadfast in purpose, plan, will of The Father 
Perfect Lawkeeper 
Love, compassion, care for those given to Him 
His omniscience magnifies His love.   He knew all things that should befal Him, yet did not draw back. He foresaw the 
treachery and baseness of a disciple of His own, and yet went on; took care of those that were given Him, though He 
knew there was a Judas among them; would pay the price of our redemption, though He foresaw some would deny the 
Lord Who bought them.  Shed His blood, though He knew it would be trodden under foot as an unholy thing. –M.H. 
 
Principles: 
Matthew Henry:  re:  a Judas:  It is possible for a hypocrite to go through the world, not only undiscovered, but 
unsuspected; like bad money so ingeniously counterfeited that nobody questions it. 
 
Jesus will separate the wheat and the tares when He comes in judgment. 
 
 
In Matthew 26:17-35…..Jesus wants a quiet evening w/His disciples to celebrate Passover.  It’s Thursday. 
The Jews from the northern part of Israel…..counted a day from sunrise to sunrise set, so they were going to prepare for 
that evening.  The southern area of Israel around Jerusalem counted a day as sunset-sunset.  The Day of Passover for 
them would be Friday. 
 
And thus…..Jesus would celebrate Passover.   And die on Passover. 
 
The Old Testament records the history of God’s people.  Exodus 12; Leviticus 23:4-8; Numbers 9:1-14; 28:17; 
Deuteronomy 16:1-8 is the compilation of a most significant event in their history:  God releases them from bondage in 
Egypt.  God’s man, Moses, then leads them to (but not into) the land God had promised.  
 
This is the such a significant event….The amazing grace of God on display…..it was to b commemorated and 
celebratethat God had commanded to the minutest of detail in the Old Covenant/Old Testament. 
 
 

I.  The Lord’s Last Passover Before His Crucifixion v. 26:17-30 
v. 26:17-19 The Passover Prepared on 14th of Nissan 
In a typical Passover day, over 250,000 lambs were slain @ twilight (Exodus 12:6), which was, according to Josephus, a 
two hour period=3-5pm.  The blood would spill down into the Kidron Valley east of the temple & for several days, the 
brook would be red w/blood…..a reminder by the LORD GOD that without blood shed, there is no remission of 
sin….Hebrews 9:22 
 
His time/His hour of His death in near (John 8:20 13:1)……fixed in the counsel of God….His heart is set upon it 
 
  



The two feasts (Passover/Feast of Unleavened Bread) so close together combined to make an 8-day celebration 
& the feast names were used interchangeably.  Passover was the first day. 
 
Unleavened bread was taken out of Egypt in the exodus.  They left behind the leaven of evil/pagan influence of Egypt.  
 
Luke 22:24 records that the disciples argued about who would b the greatest in the kingdom 
Luke 22:24-26    A dispute also started among them over which of them was to be regarded as the greatest 25 So Jesus to 
them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those in authority over them are called ‘benefactors. 26 Not so 
with you; the one who is greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like the one who serves. 
  
 
Perhaps it was at this time that Jesus then took the opportunity to display a lesson on servanthood:  
 
John 13:3-5  Because Jesus knew that the Father had handed all things over to Him, and that He had come from God and 
was going back to God,  4 He got up from the meal, removed His outer clothes, took a towel and tied it around 
Himself.  5 He poured water into the washbasin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to dry them with the towel He 
had wrapped around Himself  
 
 
v. 26:20-22 Disciples Shocked/Grieved 
1st century middle eastern meals were not eaten while sitting at a table, but while reclining on one’s side on the floor 
with the head closest to the low table and the feet farthest away.  Paintings depict the Lord & His disciples sitting in 
chairs b/c the word used is “sat.”  But back in the day…..they reclined on cushions at a low table arranged in a U. 
Matthew 9:10; 22:11; 26:7 
 
It was an act of friendship to break bread together & it was also an honor to be given a morsel of bread by your host.  
Both privileges had been awarded Judas. 
 
Wiersbe:   For Jesus, giving the bread was a gracious act of hospitality.  
For Judas, accepting the bread was an evil act of treachery. 
His treachery was like that of Ahithophel, the priest who betrayed King David (Psalm 41:9; II Samuel 16:15-17:3) 
 
J MacArthur:  An unholy man in the hands of a holy God was used to accomplish a holy purpose. 
Acts 2:23 Jesus was delivered up by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God  
 
Judas was guilty of the crime & responsible for it 
Hebrews 10:26-27  For if we deliberately keep on sinning after receiving the knowledge of the truth, no further sacrifice 
for sins is left for us, 27 but only a certain fearful expectation of judgment and a fury of fire that will consume God’s 
enemies 
  
v. 26:23-25  The Betrayer Identified 
Psalm 94:7  The Lord shall not see……Can he judge through the dark clouds? 
  
John 13:27-30 And after Judas took the piece of bread, Satan entered into him.  Jesus said to him,  “What you are about 
to do, do quickly.” 28 (Now none of those present at the table understood why Jesus said this to Judas.  29 Some thought 
that, because Judas had the money box, Jesus was telling him to buy whatever they needed for the feast, or to give 
something to the poor.)   30 Judas took the piece of bread and went out immediately. (Now it was night.) 31 When Judas 
had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in Him. 32 If God is glorified in Him, God 
will also glorify Him in Himself, and He will glorify Him right away.    
 
 
 
  



II.  The Lord’s Supper Instituted v. 26:26-30 
The hymn sung at Passover (called Hallel) was a liturgical song consisting of all or portions of Psalms 113-118; 136. 
 
This is an amazing picture!  Jesus would have His hands/feet/BODY nailed to a cross in a tortuous/cruel death…..utterly 
debased/humiliated…..YET…..knowing His impending death….He gave THANKS.  He knows there is LIGHT at the end of 
the dark valley He is about to enter. 
 
This is what we want to have engraven upon our hearts:  that the Lord Jesus….regardless of circumstances/human 
details….knew that God is sovereign!  And we R to give thanks after the example of our Lord! 
 
John records The Upper Room discourse in chapters 14-17.  Precious words to the disciples and to you and me. 
  
 
The Eucharist is SYMBOLIC.  The bread does NOT become the body.  The wine/grape juice does NOT become His blood. 
 
Transubstantiation  

*taught by Council of Trent in 1376  
*followed by Roman Catholic church since 
*celebrated at every Mass making a sacrifice of Jesus every time 
*is erroneous.   
*it is clear that the words of Jesus in John 6:53-57 R meant figuratively or symbolically.   
John 6:63  The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they 
are life.”  
*The most serious reason transubstantiation should be rejected is that it is viewed by the Roman Catholic 
Church as a "re-sacrifice" of Jesus Christ for our sins, or as a “re-offering / re-presentation” of His sacrifice. This is 
directly in contradiction to what Scripture says, that Jesus died "once for all" and does not need to be sacrificed 
again (Hebrews 10:10; 1 Peter 3:18)    Hebrews 7:27 declares, "Unlike the other high priests, He (Jesus) does not 
need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for 
their sins ONCE for all when He offered Himself." 
https://www.gotquestions.org/transubstantiation.html 

 
Consubstantiation   

*taught by Martin Luther 
*the bread does not become the body of Jesus but co-exists with the body of Christ 
*the bread is both a bread and the body of Jesus.  
*the wine. It does not become the blood of Jesus, but co-exists with the blood of Jesus so that the wine is both  
https://www.gotquestions.org/consubstantiation.html 

 
The Spiritual Presence View 

*symbols of His body and blood.  
*Jesus did say, “This is my body” and “This is my blood,” it was in the context of a Passover meal in which every 
element had a symbolic meaning. It would have been entirely out of context for the disciples to suddenly 
interpret these two items literally—especially since Jesus had not yet been crucified. 
*the elements are more than just symbols of something that happened a long time ago. Whenever we gather 
*Christ is present with us spiritually.   He is in the midst of the congregation.  
*The emphasis is upon His presence within the worshiping body, not within the elements of the table.   
*it is a time of reflection of our sinfulness and Christ’s grace….a time to thank Him for His unfathomable love. 
https://www.gotquestions.org/spiritual-presence.html 
 

To sacrifice Jesus every time the Eucharist is served, is just wholly a contradiction of the Finished work of Christ on the 
Cross.  Any practice/any belief that denigrates the Person/Work of Christ Jesus…..as if He isn’t enough… is unbiblical.   



The truth is:  HE ALONE is sufficient.  HE alone satisfies Almighty God.  He has done what only God the Son can do:  save 
His people from our sins. No longer do we have to search for a lamb to be our substitute.  Jesus Christ is our Passover 
Lamb….slain for our sin in the final/ultimate Sacrifice acceptable to Holy Righteous Perfect God. 
 
He has shown us that He has the sovereign power to transform the Passover into the Lord’s Supper. 
 
JMacArthur:  Celebrating deliverance from Egypt is a weak substitute for celebrating deliverance from sin.  
                         Jesus is the PERFECT Lamb of God.   
 
JC Ryle:  The Lord's Supper is not a sacrifice.  There is no oblation in it--no offering up of anything but our prayers, 
praises, and thanksgivings. From the day that Jesus died there needed no more offering for sin. By one offering He 
perfected forever those who are sanctified. (Hebrews 10:14.) Priests, altars, and sacrifices, all ceased to be necessary, 
when the Lamb of God offered up Himself. Their office came to an end. Their work was done. 
 
JC Ryle:  This is a subject again on which great darkness prevails. The ordinance of the Lord's Supper has been regarded 
as something mysterious and past understanding. Immense harm has been done to Christianity by the vague and high-
flown language in which many writers have indulged in treating of the sacrament. There is certainly nothing to warrant 
such language in the account of its original institution. The more simple our views of its purpose, the more Scriptural 
they are likely to be. 
 
The Lord's Supper has no power to automatically confer benefit on those who come to it, if they do not come to it with 
faith. The mere formal act of eating the bread and drinking the wine is utterly unprofitable, unless it is done with a right 
heart. It is eminently an ordinance for the living soul, not for the dead--for the converted, not for the unconverted. 
 
The Lord's Supper was ordained for a continual remembrance of the sacrifice of Christ's death, until He comes again. The 
benefits it confers, are spiritual, not physical. Its effects must be looked for in our inward man. It was intended to remind 
us, by the visible, tangible emblems of bread and wine, that the offering of Christ's body and blood for us on the cross, is 
the only atonement for sin, and the life of a believer's soul. It was meant to help our poor weak faith to closer fellowship 
with our crucified Savior, and to assist us in spiritually feeding on Christ's body and blood. It is an ordinance for 
redeemed sinners, and not for unfallen angels. By receiving it we publicly declare our sense of guilt, and need of a 
Savior--our trust in Jesus, and our love to Him--our desire to live upon Him, and our hope to live with Him. Using it in this 
spirit, we shall find our repentance deepened, our faith increased, our hope brightened, and our love enlarged--our 
besetting sins weakened, and our graces strengthened. It will draw us nearer to Christ. 
 
The little company to which the bread and wine were first administered by our Lord, was composed of the apostles, 
whom He had chosen to accompany Him during His earthly ministry. They were poor and unlearned men, who loved 
Christ, but were weak alike in faith and knowledge. They knew but little of the full meaning of their Master's sayings and 
doings. They knew but little of the frailty of their own hearts. They thought they were ready to die with Jesus, and yet 
that very night they all forsook Him and fled. All this our Lord knew perfectly well. The state of their hearts was not 
hidden from Him. And yet He did not keep back from them the Lord's Supper. 
 
There is something very instructive in this circumstance--It shows us plainly that we must not make great knowledge, 
and great strength of grace, an indispensable qualification for communicants. A man may know but little, and be no 
better than a child in spiritual strength, but he is not on that account to be excluded from the Lord's table. Does he really 
feel his sins? Does he really love Christ? Does he really desire to serve Him? If this be so, we ought to encourage and 
receive him. Doubtless we must do all we can to exclude unworthy communicants. No graceless person ought to come 
to the Lord's Supper. But we must take heed that we do not reject those whom Christ has not rejected. There is no 
wisdom in being more strict than our Lord and His apostles. 
 
 

III.  The Lord’s Promise v. 26:31-32 
The Shepherd would be smitten.  Zechariah 13:7b  The sheep would be scattered. 
One and all, the disciples would abandon Him.  And the house of Israel would soon be scattered….to this day. 



He knew.  He understood.  He forgave. 
God was still on the Throne.  Jesus would be raised from the dead & meet with the disciples before He ascended. 
 

IV.  Peter’s Promise v. 26:33-35 
Luke 22:31 Simon, Simon, look out! Satan has asked to sift you like wheat.  The word:  you…. is plural 
Sadly, for a time….. Peter will not remain firm in commitment to Christ Jesus.  Without His help, Peter will not remain 
faithful…..and neither will we.   
I Corinthians 10:12 Therefore let the one who thinks he stands, watch out!  that he does not fall. - NASB 
                                                       So, whoever thinks he stands must be careful not to fall.  -HCSB 
JMacArthur:  the disciples were still ignorant: 
---of their own weakness; Satan’s strength.    
---of the great power of fear 
---of the Old Testament prophecy re:  The Shepherd/Christ Jesus struck 
---of necessity of putting aside their own understanding above the Lord’s 
 
Proud….self sufficient….weak….fearful disciples….& truth be told…..Apart from the power of Holy Spirit….so R we….. 
 
What a contrast!  Jesus facing the cross with courage and humility. The disciples running the other way in fear. 
 
Matthew’s central focus is to preserve the dignity and glory of the King of Kings in the midst of desertion, betrayal and 
violence.  The forces of Satan arrayed against The Savior cannot prevail, though for all the world, it would appear so. 
 
 
Next week:  Matthew 26:36-56 
 
For discussion: 
JC Ryle:  Let us leave the passage with serious self-inquiry as to our own conduct with respect to the Lord's Supper.  
Do we turn away from it, when it is administered?   If so, how can we justify our conduct?  
It will not do to say it is not a necessary ordinance.  
To say so is to pour contempt on Christ Himself, and declare that we do not obey Him.  
It will not do to say that we feel unworthy to come to the Lord's table.  
To say so is to declare that we are unfit to die, and unprepared to meet God.  
  
Are we in the habit of coming to the Lord's table?   If so, in what frame of mind do we come?  
Do we draw near intelligently, humbly, and with faith?  
Do we understand what we are doing?  
Do we really feel our sinfulness and need of Christ?  
Do we really desire to live a Christian life, as well as profess the Christian faith?  
Happy is that soul who can give a satisfactory answer to these questions. Let him go forward, and persevere. 
 
Matthew Henry:   
a. We know not how strongly we may be tempted, nor how far God may leave us to ourselves, and therefore have 
reason, not to be high-minded, but fear. 
 
b. There is a proneness in good men to be over-confident of their own strength and stability. We are ready to think 
ourselves able to grapple with the strongest temptations, to go through the hardest and most hazardous services, and to 
bear the greatest afflictions for Christ; but it is because we do not know ourselves. 
 
c. Those often fall soonest and foulest that are most confident of themselves. Those are least safe that are most secure. 
Satan is most active to seduce such; they are most off their guard, and God leaves them to themselves, to humble them.   
1 Corinthians 10:12 So let the one who thinks he is standing be careful that he does not fall. 
 
What have you seen in this passage that makes you love the Lord Jesus more? 



 
  


