
March 9, 2021 
Matthew 26:1-16 

Preparation for the death of Christ Jesus 
I. The Trap v. 26:1-5 
II. The Truth v. 26:6-13 
III. The Traitor v. 26:14-16  

 
 
Theme: The Lord presents us with opportunities throughout life.  How we respond to those opportunities depends on 
what we love and what we aspire to become…. 
 
Attributes of God in Christ Jesus: 
Omniscient 
Compassionate 
 
Principles: 
Mary’s devotion encourages us to love and serve Christ with our very best 
Matthew Henry:  Thoughts of a suffering Christ are great supports to a suffering Christian, suffering with Him and for 
Him. 
 
 
 

  
In Matthew 25:31-46, Jesus revealed the DESTINY of the REDEEMED and the DESTINY of the REJECTED. 
Those who have rejected The ONE TRUE GOD/His Son/Messiah/Christ Jesus will be sent to eternal 
punishment. 
Those whom Christ Jesus has REDEEMED will receive LIFE eternal. 
 
In Matthew 26:1-16, Jesus reveals His destiny to His friends and His 12 disciples. 
The Lord’s destiny will lead Him to:  The Cross, The Tomb & to The GLORY of His Father’s Throne on high in His 
resurrected Body. 
 
JC Ryle:  We now approach the closing scene of our Lord Jesus Christ's earthly ministry. Hitherto we have read 
of His sayings and doings--we are now about to read of His sufferings and death. Hitherto we have seen him as 
the great Prophet--we are now about to see Him as the great High Priest. 
 
Matthew Henry:  While h enemies were preparing trouble for Him….He was preparing Himself and His 
followers for it 
 

I.  The Trap  v. 26:1-5 
v.  26:1-2  The Warning by Jesus  
 
Jesus would die at Passover when the unblemished lambs would be sacrificed 

I Corinthians 5:7 Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed 
I Peter 1:19-20 Jesus was the unblemished Lamb foreknown before the foundation of the world, but 
who has appeared in these last times for your sake. 
Revelation 5:12 Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered/slain to receive power, wealth, wisdom, 
might, honor, glory, and blessing 
John 10:18 No one has taken My life away from Me….but I lay it down on My own initiative.  I have 
authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it up again  



There had been efforts to trick Him….plots to trap Him….desire to see Him dead/out of the way.  But NONE 
would take place until God’s appointed time in God’s ordained way to fulfill His Plan. 
v. 26:3-5  The Wickedness of the Sanhedrin led by Caiaphas 
Joseph ben Caiaphas, known simply as Caiaphas was the Jewish high priest who is the center of unity in wicked 
plot to kill Jesus.  He held that position for 22 years….Unprecedented 
He would preside over the Sanhedrin’s trial of Jesus.  Every time he is mentioned, he is pursuing the 
destruction of our Lord.  His hatred is political.  He hated the threat Jesus was to his power….his hold on the 
Jewish leadership & on the ppl.   
He was cunning/shrewd politician.  Greedy.  Selfish.  The epitome of the decadent religious system that Jesus 
had continually exposed as corrupt.  yet…..he was the one to enter The Holy of Holies once/year & offer 
atonement for the sins of the ppl.  No doubt he profited from the thievery going on in the temple selling 
sacrificial animals, grain to the ppl. 
Jesus was incensed by what He saw.  And Caiaphas was no doubt incensed by what HE saw the day Jesus 
upended his business.  TWICE Jesus destroyed his temple business….. 
 
He was a member of the Sadducees.  Sadducees were often wealthy men who sought to appease their Roman 
rulers.  They held the majority seat in the Jewish high court/ the Sanhedrin.   Sadducees denied the afterlife 
and any existence of the spiritual world (angels, demons, etc), so you can see how the message of Lord Jesus 
fell on deaf ears. 
 
After Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead: 
John 11:45-53 Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary, and saw what He had done, believed in 
Him. 46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them the things which Jesus had done.  Therefore the 
chief priests and the Pharisees convened a council meeting, and they were saying, “What are we doing in 
regard to the fact that this man is performing many signs? 48 If we let Him go on like this, all the people will 
believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take over both our place and our nation.” 49 But one of 
them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all, 50 nor are you taking 
into account that it is in your best interest that one man die for the people, and that the whole nation not 
perish instead.” 51 Now he did not say this on his own, but as he was high priest that year, he prophesied that 
Jesus was going to die for the nation; 52 and not for the nation only, but in order that He might also gather 
together into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 53 So from that day on they planned together 
to kill Him. 

 
they feared loss of power…….loss of position……. exposure of their corruption.  they feared Rome. 
 
But they feared the ppl most of all & so Passover would be the worst time to kill Him.   
Jesus would have His freedom no longer.  They just had to figure out a way to make it happen quietly. 
 
From the lips of Caiaphas, calling for Jesus’ death was a cold, calculating move of political expediency. 
At the same time, Caiaphas has unknowingly prophesied about God’s plan for Jesus’ death.  
 
Through the Sanhedrin’s wicked actions/putting Jesus to death…..God would save anyone who would believe 
in the substitutionary death of Christ Jesus for our sin.   
 
God planned that Passover was exactly the time Jesus/The Sinless, Perfect Lamb of God would become the 
Sufficient & Final Sacrifice acceptable to Holy God.   
 
 



Hebrews 10:10-18  By this will, we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all time.  11 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can 
never take away sins; 12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of 
God, 13 waiting from that time onward until His enemies are made a footstool for His feet. 14 For by one 
offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for 
after saying, 16 “This is the covenant which I will make with them.  After those days, declares the Lord:  I will 
put My laws upon their hearts, And write them on their mind,”  He then says, 17 “And their sins and their 
lawless deeds I will no longer remember.” 
18 Now where there is forgiveness of these things, an offering for sin is no longer required. 

 
Look what the enemies of Christ Jesus R missing!  Forgiveness!  An offering for sin no longer required. 

  
There is one who appreciates/loves the Lord: 

II.  The Woman Anoints The Savior v.  26:6, 10-13 
          The Woman’s “Waste” in the view of the Disciples v. 26:8-9 
The time:  previous Saturday (John 12:1) 
The place:  the area of Bethany & Bethpage….east of Jerusalem near the Mount of Olives.    
Here Jesus receives loving worship before He has to face Caiaphas’s hateful rejection 

    
The area of Bethphage & Bethany is behind these folks walking down from Mount of Olives down to Kidron 
Valley & up to Jerusalem. 
 
Mark 14:1-11 Now the Passover and Festival of Unleavened Bread were two days away; and the chief priests 
and the scribes were seeking how to arrest Him covertly and kill Him; 2 for they were saying, “Not during the 
festival, otherwise there will be a riot of the people.” 
3 While He was in Bethany at the home of Simon the Leper, He was reclining at the table, and a woman came 
with an alabaster vial of very expensive perfume of pure nard. She broke the vial and poured the perfume over 
His head. 4 But there were some indignantly remarking to one another, “Why has this perfume been 
wasted? 5 For this perfume could have been sold for over three hundred denarii, and the money given to the 
poor.” And they were scolding her. 6 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone! Why are you bothering her? She has 
done a good deed for Me. 7 For you always have the poor with you, and whenever you want, you can do good 
to them; but you do not always have Me. 8 She has done what she could; she has anointed My body 
beforehand for the burial. 9 Truly I say to you, wherever the gospel is preached in the entire world, what this 
woman has done will also be told in memory of her.” 
10 Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went off to the chief priests in order to betray Him to 
them. 11 They were delighted when they heard this, and promised to give him money. And he began seeking 
how to betray Him at an opportune time. 
 



John 12:1-11 Therefore, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom Jesus 
had raised from the dead. 2 So they made Him a dinner there, and Martha was serving; and Lazarus was one of 
those reclining at the table with Him. 3 Mary then took a pound of very expensive perfume of pure nard, and 
anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the 
perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, the one who intended to betray Him, *said, 5 “Why was this 
perfume not sold for three hundred enarii and the proceeds given to poor people?” 6 Now he said this, not 
because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he kept the money box, he used to steal 
from what was put into it. 7 Therefore Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of My 
burial. 8 For you always have the poor with you, but you do not always have Me.” 
9 The large crowd of the Jews then learned that He was there; and they came, not on account of Jesus only, but 
so that they might also see Lazarus, whom He raised from the dead. 10 But the chief priests planned to put 
Lazarus to death also, 11 because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and were believing in 
Jesus. 
 
Simon has been healed of his leprosy & it is believed that Jesus had performed the healing. 
Simon may be the father of Lazarus, Mary, Martha or the husband of Martha. 
 
The ointment was spikenard (Mark 14:3) which contained myrrh and nard….found in Syria, India & the 
Himalayas.  Imported at great expense & sold for a huge amount, Judas calculated the cost of the ointment at 
about a year’s salary John 12:5….which is why Judas & the disciples are aghast  v. 26:8-9; Mark 12:4 
 
A true act of Worship….costly, no doubt. 
Phillips:  But Love never counts the cost.  Love is always eager to give & give unstintingly. 
 
The disciples R bound by thoughts of the earthly.  Their lack of understanding does not escape the Lord Jesus 
v. 24:10-13  His defense of Mary is quick/sure.  Whether she understood her action as an anointing for His 
burial…..we don’t know….but that’s certainly the way He explains her action.   
 
Jesus is honored.  He is treated exactly the way He should be.  Her devotion brought joy to the heart of 
Jesus…..it brought fragrance to the home….& blessing to the world 
 
The ointment lavished on Jesus wasn’t a wasted effort, by any means….. 
Wiersbe:  Nothing given to Jesus in love is ever wasted.  
 
JMacArthur:  Genuine worship is the supreme service a Christian can offer to Christ Jesus.  There is a time for 
ministering to the poor, the sick, the naked, and the imprisoned.  There is a time for witnessing to the lost and 
seeking to lead them to the Savior.  There is a time for discipling new believers and helping them grow in the 
faith.  There is a time for careful study and teaching of God’s Word.  Bur above all else that the Lord requires 
of His ppl is their true worship, without which everything else they may do in His Name is empty and 
powerless.  
  
Mary Winslow:  “The more I see of Jesus, the more He opens to me His loving heart--the deeper is my sorrow 
for sin. I lie down in the dust at His feet closer than ever I did before. I can truly say I abhor myself in dust and 
ashes before Him. My heart seems ready to melt into contrition in view of the ten thousand thousand sins, 
willful and aggravating--that I have committed against Him who loved me with an everlasting love, and with 
loving kindness drew me to Himself.  
So eternal and deep, so sovereign and boundless is the love of Jesus, that angels cannot fathom it! He is 
nothing but sincere, constant, and unabating love--to the weakest and most unworthy of all His little flock.  



I feel such a weariness of this world that nothing here gives me anything more than a momentary, passing 
pleasure--and it is gone at a glance. 
 
Oh, to have such a Friend as Jesus, who feels all our sorrows, carries all our burdens; and has promised to 
bring us safely through this trying world, and place us at last at His own right hand, where neither sickness nor 
sorrow shall ever come!  
 
Oh for Heaven! Nothing else will satisfy my longing soul, but the sight of Him it loves!  
 
Jesus is all in all to me, and He will be all in all through eternity!  
 
Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise His Holy Name! 
 
 
In Matthew 25:34-45, we saw the importance of attending to the spiritual needs of every person God has 
entrusted to us.  We also saw the importance of attending to the physical needs of those God has brought to 
our attention.    It’s not one or the other, Judas……It’s both.    
 
Jesus called Judas the Son of perdition in John 17:12….meaning:  son of waste 
The life of Judas ended that way:  A waste of opportunity, his life & his soul 
 
Caring for the poor isn’t a one and done deal….It’s ongoing….. 
 
 
But that isn’t the concern of Judas…His purse is….. 

III.  Judas’s Willing Betrayal  v. 26:14-16 
Judas could look like a patriot….protecting the ppl from accusations of insurrection….A HERO 
This is the man the enemies of Jesus needed to snag Jesus in secret.  They can avoid a riot. 
 
The price agreed upon was the market value of a slave 
Gored by an ox  Exodus 21:32 
 
That’s what they thought of Him? 
He Who had healed their sick & demon possessed, fed their multitudes, opened the eyes & ears of the blind & 
deaf, raised the dead to life…. 
 
That’s what they considered His worth?  Their contempt knew no bounds 
 
But even this would be used by The LORD GOD 
 
God counters the move of Satan in the action of Judas (John 6:70; 13:2) with His Own Move:  
In the Person of God the Son, He would save His ppl from their sins.  Nothing and no one will thwart the plan 
of God. 
 
JC Ryle:  We can never attach too much importance to the atoning death of Christ. It is the leading fact in the 
word of God, on which the eyes of our soul ought to be ever fixed. Without the shedding of his blood, there is 
no remission of sin. It is the cardinal truth on which the whole system of Christianity hinges. Without it the 
Gospel is an arch without a key-stone, a fair building without a foundation, a solar system without a sun.  



Matthew Henry:  It is a very wicked thing to seek opportunity to sin, and to devise mischief; for it argues the 
heart fully set in men to do evil, and a malice prepense 
 
You can see how Judas took the opportunity the Lord gave him to serve the One True God in Christ. 
And you see what he did with the greatest opportunity of his life……he threw it away…..he wasted it. 
The Jewish leaders….. same.  They looked for opportunity to destroy Jesus…..The Very One God had sent to 
save them from their sins, they rejected. 
 
Mary, on the other hand, used the opportunity she had to express her love and commitment to Christ. 
 
And Jesus…. Jesus used every opportunity He had with His disciples to prepare them for the life they would 
have as His followers.  He anticipated the opportunity to obey His Father and bring Him glory. 
 
What an example we have in this passage!  Mary and the Lord Jesus….. 
 
JC Ryle:  about Mary’s living legacy:  The praise of man is but for a few days. The praise of Christ endures 
forever. The pathway to lasting honor, is to honor Christ.  But the least work that the weakest Christian 
woman has done for Christ, or His members, shall be found written in a book of everlasting remembrance. Not 
a single kind word or deed, not a cup of cold water, or a box of ointment, shall be omitted from the record. 
Silver and gold she may have had none--rank, power, and influence she may not have possessed--but if she 
loved Christ, and confessed Christ, and worked for Christ, her memorial shall be found on high. She shall be 
commended before assembled worlds. 
 
JC Ryle:  Our motives may be misunderstood. Our conduct may be misrepresented. Our sacrifices for Christ's 
sake may be called "waste,"--waste of time, waste of money, waste of strength. Let none of these things move 
us. The eye of Him who sat in Simon's house in Bethany is upon us. He notes all we do, and is well-pleased. Let 
us be "steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the Lord's work, because we know that our labor is not in 
vain in the Lord." (1 Corinthians 15:58.) 

 
Next week:  Matthew 26:17-35 
 
For discussion: 

1. Which of the examples of Mary and Lord Jesus strikes your heart?  What would you like to emulate? 
2. Where, in this passage, did you see: 

a.  God’s Faithfulness to His Promises 
b.  God’s Relentless Mercy  
c.  God’s Sovereign Power 

3. Which attributes of God are prominent in this passage? 
4.  Do you see opportunities the Lord is setting before you to give the gospel?  To serve the Body?  To give “to the 

least of these?”  To worship The One True Holy God?  To be the Hands/Feet of Jesus?  To teach another what 
you are learning in the Scripture?  Is there a verse or example from this passage or parallel passages that might 
challenge and spur you on to take those opportunities?    

5. What lessons can you glean from the actions of Judas? 
From JC Ryle:  There are few blacker pages in all history, than the character and conduct of Judas Iscariot.  
There is no more dreadful evidence of the wickedness of man. 
a.   a man may enjoy great privileges, and make a great religious profession, and yet his heart all the time may 
not be right before God.  Search me, O Lord, and try my heart, and see if there be any wicked way in me. 
b.   He clung to one darling sin.  Let us all be on our guard against the love of money.  Covetousness. 
c.  "We brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out." Our daily prayer should be, 
"Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with the food that is needful for me." (Proverbs 30:8.)  



 
 

  


