
March 2, 2021 
Matthew 25:31-46 

Judgment of the Nations 
I.  The Setting v. 25:31   The Son of Man in Glory 
II.  The Separation v. 25:32-33    
III.  The Redeemed  v. 25:34-40 
IV.  The Rejected/Accursed  v. 25:41-45 
V.  The Summary of Olivet Discourse v. 25:46 

 
Theme:   The future reward of the blessed and the future condemnation of the wicked 
 
Attributes of Christ: 
He is The Judge 
Compassionate and Loving for the “least of these” 
 
Principles: 
There is a judgment to come, in which every man shall be sentenced to a state of everlasting happiness, or misery, 
His Judgment is perfectly righteous 
JC Ryle:  Let believers think of this, and take comfort. He that sits upon the throne in that great and dreadful day will be 
their Savior, their Shepherd, their High Priest, their elder Brother, their Friend. When they see Him, they will have no 
cause to be alarmed. 
Let unconverted people think of this, and be afraid. Their judge will be that very Christ, whose Gospel they now despise, 
and whose gracious invitations they refuse to hear. How great will be their confusion at last, if they go on in unbelief and 
die in their sins! To be condemned in the day of judgment by any one would be dreadful. But to be condemned by Him 
who would have saved them will be dreadful indeed.  
Matthew Henry:  Wicked and godly here dwell together in the same kingdoms, cities, churches, families, and are not 
certainly distinguishable one from another; ….but in that day they will be separated, and parted forever. 
 
 
In the Pre-millennial Dispensational view…..this is the end times order of events, (but no one knows hour/da)y: 
 
The Rapture of The CHURCH/Believers to HEAVEN  
(I Thessalonians 4:13-18; 5:1-9; Mark 13:24-27; I Corinthians 15:50-54; Titus 2:13; Revelation 3:10) 

*may occur at any moment, in the twinkling of an eye 
*God will carry away/snatch away all believers from the earth in order to make way for His righteous judgment 
to be poured out on the earth during the tribulation period.   
*God will resurrect all believers who have died, give them glorified bodies, and take them from the earth, and 
meet the Lord in the air, along with all living believers, who will also be given glorified bodies at that time. 

 
The Judgment Seat of Christ/Bema Seat (Matthew 25:14-30) 

*Believers will have our works judged/evaluated.   
*works done in the Holy Spirit of God for the glory of Christ Jesus will be rewarded.   
*works done for self will be burned as wood/hay/stubble 

 
Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:9, 17-18) 
 
The Great Tribulation on EARTH 
(Revelation 6-18; Daniel 9:24; Zechariah 11:16-17; Matthew 24:21; II Thessalonians 2:4; Revelation Chapters 6–19) 

*7 years of unprecedented tribulation on earth 
*some will be saved; some will reject One True God & His Messiah/Jesus Christ 
*Antichrist leads an evil empire Daniel 7:8, 23-25; 8:1-25; 9:24-27; Matthew 24:15-28 

  
 



The Second Coming of Christ Jesus with the Saints 
(Daniel 7:9-14;26-27; Zechariah 12:10, 14:1-13; Matthew 24:29-31; 25:31-32; Revelation 19:14) 
 *Visible to all the earth Revelation 1:7; Matthew 24:29-30 
 *end of human dominion over the earth Daniel 7:9-14 

* Jesus will return with His saints who R in heaven, the saints raptured, the saints who have been martyred 
during the Tribulation and join the saints on earth to establish the Millennial Kingdom on earth. 
*His feet will touch down on the Mount of Olives to bring the tribulation to an end and to defeat the Antichrist  
*will not occur until after certain other end-times events take place:   
  (II Thessalonians 2:4; Matthew 24:15-30; Revelation Chapters 6–18)  
 

Separation of Sheep/Goats (Matthew 25:31-46) 
*His sheep R those who faithfully endured & enter the Kingdom Daniel 7:18,22; Matthew 25:34-40 
*The goats R those who refused to worship the True Messiah/Jesus Christ & instead worshiped the Antichrist & 
will be rejected entrance into the Kingdom  Matthew 24:40-41; Matthew 25:41-46  
 

Battle of Armageddon 
(Daniel 2:44 Ezekiel 38:1-6, 10, 14-16; Ezekiel 39; Zechariah 14:1-9; Revelation 14:15-20; 16:13-21; 19:11-21; 20:1-3) 

*The judgment of the antichrist and the binding of Satan for 1000 years 
*brings an end to the Great Tribulation, the antichrist & his evil empire  
*ends human rulership on earth   

 
The Millennial Kingdom (Revelation 20:1-7; 21) 
 *The Millennium:  1000 years of peace under the reign of Jesus Christ on earth 
 
The Release of Satan, Defeat of his rebellion & his End in the Lake of Fire @ end of Millennium  (Revelation 20:7-10) 
 * Satan will gather his army from the Gentiles in their mortal bodies who are alive at the end of the Kingdom 

and have rejected the Lord.  
  
The Great White Throne Judgment (Daniel 7:12:1-7; I Corinthians 6:30; Revelation 20:11) 

*The Lord will call the living and the dead 
  * Those found in Christ Jesus will enter LIFE ETERNAL 

*Those NOT found in Christ Jesus will be cast into the Lake of Fire prepared for devil/angels 
 

New Heaven and the New Earth (Revelation 21:1-8) 
 
New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:9-27) 
INTRODUCTION:  Matthew 25:31-46 is one of the most severe/sobering warnings of judgment in all of Scripture 
This is a SEPARATION of the true disciples from those who are not.  You r either IN CHRIST or out. 
Christ is either IN you in Person of Holy Spirit….or not.  You have entrusted yourself to Christ/Christ alone….or not 
You either have the imputed righteousness of Christ….. or you don’t.   
You have either bowed your knee & worshiped Christ Jesus/The One True God….or you haven’t 
You R either in God’s family or not.  You have cared for “the least of these”…or not 
 
There R no 2nd chances when Jesus comes.  He will either find you one of HIS Own….or not 
 
JMacArthur:  Yet nothing Jesus said or did was inconsistent with His gracious love.  He wept at the impending 
punishment coming on Jerusalem’s ppl.  His warnings of judgment and punishment were acts of love, divine appeals for 
men to turn from their sin in order to escape the condemnation that would otherwise be inevitable.  One of love’s  
supreme desires is to protect those it loves from harm, and Jesus therefore spoke so much of judgment b/c n His infinite 
love and grace, it was not His wish not the Father’s for any to perish but for all to come to repentance II Peter 3:9.  What 
more important and loving warning could there be than warning about the eternal damnation every human being faces 
apart from Jesus Christ?  Jesus sought to draw men to Himself not only thru the attractiveness of salvation but through 
the horrors of its only alternative. 



I.  The Setting:  His Glorious Throne v. 25:31 
Son of Man is a title Jesus used of Himself many times.  It is the title Daniel used about Messiah.  Daniel 7:13-14 
In His 1st Coming, He used that title to emphasize His identity w/humanity……His humility/love for humanity 
In His 2nd Coming, He is King. 
 
Not until now ….speaking privately to the disciples…..does He speak of Himself as KING Who will one day take His 
rightful place on the THRONE in His millennial KINGDOM on earth 
 
He’s already on the Throne in heaven.  But He has promised to bring heaven on earth & reign in His Kingdom. 
 
As amazing as that will be…..He FIRST came to save you/me from the judgment to come. 
God MUST and WILL judge the unrighteous.  But FIRST…….HIS LOVE came down in His Son to offer deliverance from that 
judgment.  Judgment will come when Christ comes the 2nd time after the Great Tribulation Matthew 24:29-31 
 
And there will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, on the throne of David and over His kingdom to 
establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on and forevermore. Isaiah 9:7 
 
Jesus is 3 days from the cross.  He will be on His way to Jerusalem very soon where the disciples will witness horrors. 
Jesus is going to stand before the throne of men & b condemned……crowned w/thorns by a mocking world. 
 
And so Jesus gives to His disciples this wonderful picture of the future to remember.  The throne of David was in 
Jerusalem & that’s where Jesus will establish His throne 
  
Matthew Henry:  The assurance Christ gave his disciples of his future glory, might help to take off the offence of the 
cross, and his approaching disgrace and suffering. 
 

A.  w/Angels 
Matthew 13:41;49 41 The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling 

blocks, and those who commit lawlessness……49 So it will be at the end of the age: the angels will come forth and remove 
the wicked from among the righteous, 
    Matthew 16:27 For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will then repay every 
person according to his deeds. 

 
B.  His Throne 
Matthew 19:28 And Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration 

when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel.   

Luke 1:32  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of 
His father David 

Revelation 3:21The one who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat 
with My Father on His throne 
 
Sunday pm sermon February 14 is titled:  The Return of Christ, the King of Kings  Revelation 19:11-19 
 
      Zechariah 14:1-9  Behold, a day is coming for the Lord when the spoils taken from you will be divided among 
you. 2 For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be taken, the houses plundered, the 
women raped, and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be eliminated from the city. 3 Then 
the Lord will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle. 4 On that day His feet 
will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its 
middle from east to west forming a very large valley. Half of the mountain will move toward the north, and the other half 
toward the south. 5 And you will flee by the valley of My mountains, for the valley of the mountains will reach to Azel; 
yes, you will flee just as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the Lord, my God, will 
come, and all the holy ones with Him! 



6 On that day there will be no light; the luminaries will die out. 7 For it will be a unique day which is known to the Lord, 
neither day nor night, but it will come about that at the time of evening there will be light. 
8 And on that day living waters will flow out of Jerusalem, half of them toward the eastern sea and the other half toward 
the western sea; it will be in summer as well as in winter. 
God Will Be King over All 
9 And the Lord will be King over all the earth; on that day the Lord will be the only one, and His name the Only One. 
 
      Daniel 7:13-14  I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a son of man was 
coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him.  14 And to Him was given dominion, 
Honor, and a kingdom, So that all the peoples, nations, and populations of all languages might serve Him. 
His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away;  And His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed. 
 
      Psalm 2:1-9 Why are the nations restless And the peoples plotting in vain?  2 The kings of the earth take their stand 
and the rulers conspire together against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying, 3 “Let’s tear their shackles apart and 
throw their ropes away from us!”  4 He who sits in the heavens laughs.  The Lord scoffs at them.  5 Then He will speak to 
them in His anger and terrify them in His fury, saying,  6 “But as for Me, I have installed My King upon Zion, My holy 
mountain.”  7 “I will announce the decree of the Lord:  He said to Me, ‘You are My Son.  Today I have fathered You. 
8 Ask it of Me, and I will certainly give the nations as Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth as Your possession. 
9 You shall break them with a rod of iron.  You shall shatter them like earthenware.’” 
 
      Jeremiah 23:5 “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch; 
And He will reign as king and act wisely And do justice and righteousness in the land.”    
 
     Acts 1:10 10 And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, then behold, two men in white clothing 
stood beside them, 11 and they said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.” 
 
     John 14:1 believe also in Me….My Father’s house….I will come again I will receive you 
    
   Matthew 24:29-31 29 “But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 And then the sign 
of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man 
coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. 31 And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet 
blast, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other. 
 
Jerry Wragg:  b/c they have rebelled against, rejected Christ Jesus….mercy is no more….the rebellious can’t believe in 
Christ at that moment.  Mercy is over.  The moment of judgment is now. 
 
      Revelation 19:11-16   And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and 
True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many crowns; 
and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself. 13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and 
His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were 
following Him on white horses. 15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, 
and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 16 And on 
His robe and on His thigh He has a name written: “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS   
      
     Revelation 22:20   He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming quickly.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus 
  
     John 5:21-30 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so the Son also gives life to whom He 
wishes. 22 For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, 23 so that all will honor the 
Son just as they honor the Father. The one who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him. 
24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, the one who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not 
come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.  25 Truly, truly, I say to you, a time is coming and even now 



has arrived, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For just as the Father 
has life in Himself, so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself; 27 and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, 
because He is the Son of Man. 28 Do not be amazed at this; for a time is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear 
His voice, 29 and will come out: those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the 
bad deeds to a resurrection of judgment.  30 “I can do nothing on My own. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment 
is righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the will of Him who sent Me. 

 
 
 

II.  The Separation:  Nations  v. 25:32-33  
The nations includes every person.   
       Micah 4:3 And He will judge between many peoples And render decisions for mighty, distant nations. 
 
The goats = those who have refused Christ….hypocrites….lawless…every rebel…those named in:  
Matthew 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does 
the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 22 Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many [s]miracles?’ 23 And then I will declare 
to them, ‘I never knew you; leave Me, you who practice lawlessness.’    
 
The goats go on the left …..the place of shame I Kings 2:19; Matthew 6:3; 27:38 
 
The sheep on the right ….. the place of honor  I Kings 2:19; Matthew 22:44; 26:6;  
 
 
 
      III.          The Happiness of Sheep/The Redeemed v. 25:34-40 
 
Matthew Henry:  "Welcome, ten thousand welcomes, to the blessings of my father; come to me, come to be for ever 
with me; you that followed me bearing the cross, now come along with me wearing the crown. The blessed of my Father 
are the beloved of my soul, that have been too long at a distance from me; come, now, come into my bosom, come into 
my arms, come into my dearest embraces!' O with what joy will this fill the hearts of the saints in that day! We now 
come boldly to the throne of grace, but we shall then come boldly to the throne of glory;  
 
In Garden of Eve….God had to say:  GO…Our sin separates us from God. 
BUT GOD….made a way for us to COME.  Come to Jesus b/c He is The Way to GOD. 
 
And YOU….you were chosen before the foundation of the world to COME to JESUS!  You R invited!  COME! 
Have you come to Jesus? In repentance & faith?  Do you worship The One True/Only GOD? 
Will YOU be with Him in His Kingdom? 
 
v. 25:37  the righteous/the blessed will answer…..”when ….did we….?” 
Shocking answer:  explanation is:  “I say to you….to extent you did it to least of them…you did it to Me.” 
These R the works of the righteous….the works of a believer!  A believer is one who is humble & has done good works 
for the disadvantaged, poor, needy b/c it was necessary, not for fame……b/c a believer takes seriously the command 
to love the brethren. 
 
Who R the brethren? 

I John 3:1-2  See how great a love the Father has given us, that we would be called children of God; and in 
fact we are. For this reason the world does not know us: because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of 
God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we 
will see Him just as He is.   



 
Children of God R brothers/sisters 

Those who know/obey the Father, as Jesus does…. 
one who is rightly related to God in Christ Jesus….  

has a love for the brethren.  
If your heart is changed by Holy Spirit,  

you R graced into Kingdom,  
you R brethren of Christ  

& of each other 
Your Heart is rightly related to God thru Christ? 
This is the practical love you have for each other 

I Corinthians 4:11 
II Corinthians 6:4-5  

II Corinithians 11:24+ 
 

It is PROOF of your love for Christ 
 

James 2:14-18  What use is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone says he has 
faith, but he has no works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is 
without clothing and in need of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in 
peace, be warmed and be filled,” yet you do not give them what is necessary 
for their body, what use is that? 17 In the same way, faith also, if it has no works, 
is dead, being by itself. 
18 But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me 
your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith BY my works. 

 
This judgment is based on evidence v. 34-45 

JC Ryle:  The last judgment will be a judgment according to evidence. The works of men are 
the witnesses which will be brought forward, and above all their works of charity. The 
question to be ascertained will not merely be what we said, but what we did--not merely what 
we professed, but what we practiced. Our works unquestionably will not justify us. We are 
justified by faith without the deeds of the law. But the truth of our faith will be tested by our 
lives. Faith which has not works is dead, being alone. (James 2:20c ….faith without works is 
useless….) 
 
I John 3:14-18 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we 
love the brothers and sisters. The one who does not love remains in 



death. 15 Everyone who hates his brother or sister is a murderer, and you know 
that no murderer has eternal life remaining in him. 16 We know love by this, 
that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for 
the brothers and sisters. 17 But whoever has worldly goods and sees his brother or 
sister in need, and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God remain 
in him? 18 Little children, let’s not love with word or with tongue, but in deed 
and truth 

Jesus told us in: 
Matthew 10:40-42 The one who receives you receives Me, and the one 
who receives Me receives Him who sent Me. 41 The one who receives a prophet 
in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward; and the one 
who receives a righteous person in the name of a righteous person shall receive a 
righteous person’s reward. 42 And whoever gives one of these little ones just a cup 
of cold water to drink in the name of a disciple, truly I say to you, he shall by no 
means lose his reward.” 

And here it is: 
Jesus notices those small acts of kindness to His Own 

JC Ryle:  on the right hand, who are Christ's sheep, will still be "clothed with 
humility." They will marvel to hear any work of theirs brought forward and 
commended. They on the left hand, who are not Christ's, will still be blind and self-
righteous. They will not be sensible of any neglect of Christ. "Lord," they say, 
"when did we see you--and not come to you?"  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


