
A Survey of Matthew 23 

 

 

 The “Sermon on the Mount” (i.e. Matt 5-7),  earlier in Christ’s public ministry, and 

Matthew 23, very near the end of His public ministry, function as bookends of warning designed 

to differentiate between true and false worshippers. 

 

 Chapter 23 of Matthew is transitional.  It flows out of the history of the religious leaders’ 

hostility towards Jesus which culminates in Chapter 22.  Then Chapter 23 will set up the 

forthcoming signs and judgments of the “Olivet Discoures” found in Chapters 24 and 25. 

 

 As we begin in Matthew 23 take note of three designated audiences: 

 

1) The crowds and Christ’s disciples (vv. 1-12) 

2) The fake religious leaders (vv. 13-36) 

3) The historically resistant Jerusalem (vv. 37-39) 

 

1A. The audience of the crowds and Christ’s disciples (vv. 1-12)  Note v.1. 

 

As we enter this section of Matthew 23 remember the shocking impact that Matthew 5:20 

delivered in its larger context! 

 

1B. (vv. 2-7)  Initial exposure of their religious leaders’ bad example. 

 

2B. (vv. 8-12)  Corrective exhortations to be good examples. 

 

2.A The audience of those fake religious leaders (vv. 13-36) 

 

 1B. (vv. 13-33)  Christ’s indictments of them:  the 7 (8?) woes directed at them: 

 



  1C. (v. 13)  They are guilty of blocking the entrance into the Kingdom. 

 

2C. (v. 14 [?]) They mistreat the weak and vulnerable, covering it up with 

pretentious prayers. 

 

3C. (v. 15)  They, like their father, the Devil, roam around seeking to make 

damned disciples like themselves.  

 

4C. (vv. 16-22)  They are blind leaders as demonstrated, for example, by their 

perversions related to oath-taking.  

 

5C. (vv. 23-24)  They are terrible examples in that they focus merely on 

external requirements while their hears are not bowed before God in true worship. 

 

6C. (vv. 25-26)  They are merely externalists as indicated by their exclusively 

externalistic cleansings.  

 

7C. (vv. 27-28)  They furthermore are externalists personally looking good on 

the outside but spiritually dead as can be on the inside. 

 

8C. (vv. 29-33) They try to deny, by constructing external monuments, that 

they are part of a murderous legacy. 

 

2B. (vv. 34-36) Christ’s prophecy concerning them. 

 



3A. The audience of the historically resistant Jerusalem (vv. 37-39) 

 

 1B. (v. 37a)  Jesus’ identification of this historical audience. 

 

 2B. (v. 37b)  Jesus’ heart concerning this historical audience.  

 

 3B. (vv. 38-39)  Jesus’ prophecies in reference to this historical audience. 

 

 Notice again how these last two verses become a transition to the prophetic Olivet 

Discourse that follows in Matthew 24-25.  

 

  


