
Some important questions 

•Does the Catholic Church teach sound doctrine? 

•Is Biblical salvation taught? 

•Do we need to witness to Catholics? 

•Can we ignore the differences in doctrine? 

•Is the Bible the ONLY authority? 

•Is Jesus the ONLY mediator? 

•Are they saved ONLY by grace? 

 

 

The Roman Catholic Church vs. The Bible 



Who has the authority? 
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       And He is the head of the body, the 
Church who is the beginning, the first 
born of the dead, that in all things He 
may have the preeminence  

                                                                        Colossians 1:18 

       …Christ is head of the church; and He 
is the Savior of the body    

                                                Ephesians 5:23b 

       Let no one cheat you of your reward, 
taking delight in false humility and 
worship of angels, intruding into those 
things which he has not seen, vainly 
puffed up by his fleshly mind, and not 
holding fast to the Head, from whom all 
the body, nourished and knit together 
by joints and ligaments, grows with the 
increase that is from God 
                                         Colossians 2:18-19 

The Catholic Church        The Word of God 

      The sole church of Christ (is 
that) which our Savior, after his 
resurrection entrusted to Peter’s 
pastoral care, commissioning 
him and the other apostles to 
extend and rule it… this church, 
constituted and organized as a 
society in the present world, 
subsists in the catholic church, 
which is governed by the 
successor of Peter and by the 
bishops in communion with him 
                                  C of the C C 816 

 

Authority 



Where is authority found? 

      It is clear therefore that, in the 
supremely wise arrangement of 
God, sacred Tradition, Sacred 
Scripture, and the magisterum 
of the Church are so connected 
and associated that one of them 
cannot stand without the others. 
Working together, each in their 
own way, under the action of the 
Holy Spirit, they all contribute 
affectively to the salvation of 
souls 
                                     C of the C C 95 

      All Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be 
complete, thoroughly equipped 
for every good work 
                                                   2 Timothy 3:16-17 

      …Beware least any man cheat you 
through philosophy and empty 
deceit, according to the tradition of 
men, according to the basic 
principles of the world, and not 
according to Christ  

                                                             Colossians 2:18 
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Who is the head  

of the Church? 

The Roman Catholic Church vs. The Bible 



     For the Roman Pontiff, 

by reason of his office as 

Vicar of Christ, and as 

pastor of the entire Church 

has full, supreme, and 

universal power over the 

whole Church, a power he 

can always exercise 

unhindered 

                            C of the C C 1265 

     Do not call anyone on 

earth your father, for One 

is your father, He who is in 

heaven 

                            Matthew 23:9 

     …Christ is head of the 

church; and He is the 

Savior of the body 
                            Ephesians 5:23b 
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The Pope 
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Who can interpret 

the Scriptures? 



     The task of interpreting the 

Word of God authentically 

has been entrusted 

solely to the Magisterum 

of the Church, that is, the 

Pope and the bishops in 

communion with him 

                           C of the C C 100 

 

      Now we have received, not the spirit 
of the world, but the Spirit who is 
from God, that we might know the 
things that have been freely given to 
us by God. These things we also 
speak, not in words which man’s 
wisdom teaches but which the Holy 
Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual 
things with spiritual. But the natural 
man does not receive the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him; nor can he know 
them, because they are spiritually 
discerned                 

               1 Corinthians 2:12-14 
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Interpretation 
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How does one become 

a child of God? 



      The Church does not know of 
any means other than Baptism 
that assures entry into eternal 
beatitude 

                                          C of the C C 1257 

      Baptism…makes the 
neophyte “a new creature” an 
adopted son of God 
                                    C of the C C 1265 

      By baptism all sins are 
forgiven, original sin and all 
personal sins, as well as all 
punishment for sin 
                                    C of the C C 1263 

 

      In Him we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins… 
                            Ephesians 1:7a 

      …God sent forth His Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, to redeem 
those who were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption as sons. 
And because you are sons, God has 
sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your 
hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” 
Therefore you are no longer a slave 
but a son, and if a son, then an heir of 
God through Christ.          

      Galatians 4:4-7 
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Baptism 
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Who can save? 



      OUTSIDE THE CHURCH THERE 
IS NO SALVATION,  

– …it means that all salvation 
comes from Christ the Head 
through the Church which is 
his Body:  

– Basing itself on Scripture and 
Tradition, the Council teaches 
that the Church, a pilgrim now 
on earth, is necessary for 
salvation 
                                  C of the C C 846 

– It is in the Church that the 
fullness of the means of 
salvation has been deposited 
                                  C of the C C 824 

 

      …by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth…Nor is there Salvation in any 
other, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we 
must be saved 
                                                   Acts 4:10,12 

      Most assuredly I say unto you, he who 
believes in ME has everlasting life      

                                                           John 6:47 

      For God did not appoint us to wrath, but 
to obtain salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ 

•                                             1 Thessalonians 5:9 
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Salvation 
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How is one saved? 



      The Church affirms that for the 
believers the sacraments of the 
New Covenant are necessary 
for salvation            
                                   C of the C C 1129 

 

– There are seven sacraments in 
the Church: Baptism, 
Confirmation or Chrismation, 
Eucharist, Penance, Anointing 
of the sick, Holy Orders, and 
Matrimony                    
                                C of the C C 1113 

 

     For by grace you have been 
saved through faith, and that not 
of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 
not of works, lest anyone should 
boast 
                                    Ephesians 2:8-9 

     not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but 
according to His mercy He saved 
us, through the washing of 
regeneration and renewing of the 
Holy Spirit 

                                                                              Titus 3:5 
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The sacraments 
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Who is our mediator? 



     …Because she gives us Jesus, 
her son, Mary is Mother of God 
and our mother; we can entrust 
all our cares and petitions to 
her…                            

                                                                           C of the C C 2677 

     May she be there as she was at 
her son’s death on the cross. 
May she welcome us as our 
mother at the hour of our 
passing to lead us to her son, 
Jesus, in paradise 
                                    C of the C C 2677 

 

     Be anxious for nothing, but in 

everything by prayer and 

supplication, with thanksgiving, 

let your requests be made 

known to God; and the peace 

of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your 

hearts and minds through 

Christ Jesus 

                                     Philippians 4:6-7 
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The role of Mary 



      It is in the Church, in communion 
with all the baptized, that the 
Christian fulfills his vocation. From 
the Church he receives the word of 
God containing the teachings of “the 
law of Christ”… From the Church he 
learns the example of holiness and 
recognizes its model and source in 
the all-holy Virgin Mary  
                                   C of the C C 2030 

      And so they turn their eyes to Mary: 
in her, the Church is already the “all-
holy” 
                                        C of the C C 829 

 

      And Mary said: “My soul magnifies 
the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced 
in God my Savior for He has 
regarded the lowly state of His 
maidservant;  
                                         Luke 1:46-48a 

 

      … a certain woman from the crowd 
raised her voice and said to Him, 
“Blessed is the womb that bore 
You, and the breasts which nursed 
You!” But He said, “More than 
that, blessed are those who hear 
the word of God and keep it!” 

                                                 Luke 11:27b,28 
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Mary’s holiness 



      In a wholly singular way she 
(Mary) cooperated by her 
obedience, faith, hope, and 
burning charity in the Savior’s 
work of restoring supernatural 
life to souls. For this reason she 
is a mother to us in order of 
grace                                 C of the C C 968 

 

      Therefore the Blessed Virgin is 
invoked in the Church under the 
titles of Advocate, Helper, 
Benfactress, and Mediatrix  

                                                C of the C C 969 

 

     For there is one God and one 
Mediator between God and 
men, the Man Christ Jesus 
                                 1 Timothy 2:5 

      And if anyone sins, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous   
                                     John 2:1 

     For through Him we both have 
access by one Spirit to the 
Father 
                                                            Ephesians 2:18 
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Mary’s intercession 
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Was the sacrifice of 

Christ 

sufficient? 



     As often as the sacrifice of the 
Cross by which our Pasch has 
been sacrificed is celebrated on 
the altar, the work of our 
redemption is carried out C of the C C 1364 

 

     In this divine sacrifice which is 
celebrated in the Mass, the 
same Christ who offered himself 
once in a bloody manner on the 
altar of the cross is contained 
and is offered in an unbloody 
manner                        C of the C C 1367 

      By that will we have been 
sanctified through the offering 
of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all. But this Man, after 
He had offered one sacrifice for 
sins forever, sat down at the 
right hand of God. then He 
adds, “Their sins and their 
lawless deeds I will remember 
no more.” Now where there is 
remission of these, there is no 
longer an offering for sin 
                              Hebrews 10:10,12,17,18 

The death of Christ 
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Does Christ’s sacrifice 

purify us? 



      All who die in God’s grace and 
friendship, but still imperfectly 
purified, are indeed assured of 
their eternal salvation; but after 
death they undergo purification, 
so as to achieve the holiness 
necessary to enter the joy of 
heaven                   C of the C C 1030 

 

– The Church formulated her 
doctrine of faith on Purgatory 
especially at the Concils of 
Florence and Trent  C of the C C 1031 

 

      And you, being dead in your 
trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, He 
has made alive together with 
Him, having forgiven you all 
trespasses, having wiped out 
the handwriting of requirements 
that was against us, which was 
contrary to us. And He has taken 
it out of the way, having nailed it 
to the cross                      Colossians 2:13,14 
 

      …being justified freely by His 
grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus Romans 3:24 
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How is one purified? 
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Are all sins the same? 



      Sins are rightly evaluated 
according to their gravity. The 
distinction between mortal and 
venial sin already evident in 
Scripture, became part of the 
tradition of the Church. C of the C C 1854 

 

Mortal sin destroys charity in the 
heart of man by a grave 
violation of God’s law  

                                                            C of the C C 1855 

Venial sin allows charity to 
subsist, even though it offends 
and wounds it         C of the C C 1855 

 

     For whoever shall keep the 

whole law, and yet stumble in 

one point, he is guilty of all. 

For He who said, “Do not 

commit adultery,” also said, “Do 

not murder.” Now if you do not 

commit adultery, but you do 

murder, you have become a 

transgressor of the law 
                                                                              James 2:10-11 
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Sin defined 
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What is the 

consequence 

of unconfessed sin? 



      It is necessary to understand that 
sin has a double consequence. 
Grave sin deprives us of 
communion with God and 
therefore makes us incapable of 
eternal life… On the other hand 
every sin, even venial, entails an 
unhealthy attachment to 
creatures, which must be purified 
either here on earth, or after 
death in the state called 
Purgatory            
                                   C of the C C 1472 

 

 

 

     For the wages of sin is 

death, but the gift of God is 

eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord 
                                                                   Romans 6:23 
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Two kinds of sin? 
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Who can forgive sins? 



     There is no offence however 
serious, that the church cannot 
forgive. …Christ who died for all 
men desires that in his church 
the gates of forgiveness should 
always be open…      C of the C C 982 

– By Christ’s will, the church 
possess the power to forgive 
the sins of the baptized and 
exercises it through the 
bishops and priests normally in 
the sacrament of penance  
                                C of the C C 986 

     Why does this man speak 
blasphemies like this? Who 
can forgive sins but God 
alone 
                                     Mark 2:7 

     “Therefore let it be known to 
you, brethren, that through 
this Man (a Savior Jesus 
v.23) is preached to you the 
forgiveness of sins  
                                   Acts 13:38 
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Forgiveness of sins 
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How is one reconciled 

with God? 



     One who desires to obtain 
reconciliation with God and with 
the Church, must confess to a 
priest all the unconfessed 

grave sins he remembers  
                             C of the C C 1493 

     Only priests who have received 
the faculty of absolving from the 
authority of the Church can 
forgive sins in the name of 
Christ 
                                  C of the C C 1495 

      If we say that we have no sin, we 

deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us. If we confess our 

sins, He is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins and to cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness 

                                         1 John 1:8-9 

      For if when we were enemies we 

were reconciled to God through 

the death of His Son 
                                                             Romans 5:10a 
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Confession 
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Can one claim 

to have eternal life? 



     The first commandment is also 
concerned with the sins against 
hope, namely, despair and 
presumption              C of the C C 2091 

 

– Presumption… hoping to 
obtain his forgiveness without 
conversion and glory without 
merit                     C of the C C 2092 

– Moved by the Holy Spirit and 
by charity we can then merit 
for ourselves and for others the 
graces needed for our 
sanctification         C of the C C 2010 

 

     But as many as received 

Him, to them He gave the 

right to become children of 

God, to those who believe in 

His name 
                                                                        John 1:12 

 

     These things I have written to 

you who believe in the name of 

the Son of God, that you may 

know that you have eternal life 
                                                                       John 5:13 
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Eternal life 
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Can one lose his 

salvation? 



      Mortal sin is a radical possibility of 
human freedom, as is love itself. It 
results in the loss of charity and 
the privation of sanctifying 
grace, that is, of the state of 
grace. If it is not redeemed by 
repentance and God’s 
forgiveness, it causes exclusion 
from Christ’s kingdom and the 
eternal death of hell     C of the C C 1861 

– Formal cooperation in abortion 
constitutes a grave offence         (2272) 

– Every action which… proposes,… to 
render procreation impossible is 
intrinsically evil                                    (2370) 

      My sheep hear My voice, and I 

know them, and they follow Me. 

“And I give them eternal life, and 

they shall never perish; neither 

shall anyone snatch them out of My 

hand 
                                                                               John 10:27,28 

      being confident of this very thing, 

that He who has begun a good 

work in you will complete it until 

the day of Jesus Christ 

                                               Philippians 1:6 
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Eternal death 
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Who should  

one pray to? 



     In prayer the Holy Spirit unites 
us to the person of the only 
Son… through which and in 
which our filial prayer unites us 
in the Church with the Mother of 
Jesus                         C of the C C 2673 

     Beginning with Mary’s unique 
cooperation with the working of 
the Holy Spirit, the Church 
developed their prayer to the 
holy Mother of God 
                                  C of the C C 2675 

 

     And whatever you ask in My 

name, that I will do, that the 

Father may be glorified in the 

Son. “If you ask anything in My 

name, I will do it. 

                                   John 14:13-14 

     And when you pray, do not use 

vain repetitions as the heathen 

do. For they think that they will 

be heard for their many words 

                                      Matthew 6:7 
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Praying to Mary 



      The witnesses who have 
preceded us into the kingdom, 
especially those whom the 
Church recognizes as saints, 
share in the living tradition of 
prayer by example of their lives… 
When they entered into the joy of 
their Master, they were “put in 
charge of many things”. Their 
intercession is their most exalted 
service to God’s plan. We can 
and should ask them to 
intercede for us and for the 
world                    
                                   C of the C C 2673 

    “And in that day you will 
ask Me nothing. Most 
assuredly, I say to you, 
whatever you ask the 
Father in My name He 
will give you. “Until now 
you have asked nothing 
in My name. Ask, and you 
will receive, that your joy 
may be full 
                                John 16:23 
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Praying to saints 
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Should one have 

sacred images? 



      Sacred images in our churches 

are intended to awaken and 

nourish our faith in the mystery 

of Christ. Through the icon of 

Christ and his works of salvation, 

it is he whom we adore. Through 

the sacred images of the holy 

Mother of God, of the angels and 

of the saints we venerate the 

persons represented 

                                   C of the C C 1192 

      You shall not make for yourself a 

carved image, or any likeness of 

anything that is in heaven above, 

or that is in the earth beneath, or 

that is in the water under the earth; 
5you shall not bow down to them 

nor serve them. For I, the Lord your 

God, am a jealous God… 

                                        Exodus 20:4-5 

      Little children, keep yourselves 

from idols 

                                           1 John 5:21 
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Images 
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Should one pray  

for the dead? 



      … the church in it’s pilgrim 
members, from the very earliest 
days of the Christian religion, has 
honored the great respect of the 
memory of the dead; and because 
it is a holy and wholesome 
thought to pray for the dead that 
they may be loosed from their 
sins she offers suffrages of them. 
Our prayer for them is capable not 
only of helping them but also 
making their intercession for us 
effective                         C of the C C 958 

      And as it is appointed for men to 
die once, but after this the 
judgment                                             Hebrews 9:27 

      But Abraham said, Son, remember 
that in your lifetime you received 
your good things, and likewise 
Lazarus evil things; but now he is 
comforted and you are tormented. 
And besides all this, between us 
and you there is a great gulf fixed, 
so that those who want to pass 
from here to you cannot, nor can 
those from there pass to us 

                                                        Luke 16:25-26 
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Praying for the dead 


